
Kuefler, Patrick 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Poy, Thomas 
Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:47PM 
Berries, Samuel 
Korleski, Christopher; Henry, Timothy; Kuefler, Patrick; Bahr, Ryan 
FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Sam: FYI ... Chicago will be doing some Cr+6 sampling at their Southwest Plant crib and will take their boat out 
to do some Lake Michigan sampling, as they did during the BP Whiting event in 2014. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Alan.Stark@cityofchicago.org) 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIino is.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago .org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, M ike 
<Mike. Ke lly@cityofch icago .org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick .Schwer@cityofch icago .org>; 0' Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene 
<lrene.Cam i ner@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise cu rrent in Lake Michigan and w inds out of t he west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@llllinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Star~ Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, April ll, 2017 1:50 PM 



To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@II Iinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Borries, Samuel [mailto__:borries.samuel@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48 PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 

Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert. jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 

Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial) - LS. Steel HexaYalent Chrome Release. Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, fN 

Report as of: 09/23!16 at 13:45 COT 

Overview: On 4/11/17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Burns Waterway (aka 
Bums Ditch). C.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1 175399). OSC ·n1omas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident., and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby> to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel 's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This information was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrjved on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American \Vater in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct V."ater 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent. chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

'D'le facihty has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 
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Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in tl1is commun ication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 

Feighner. Bryce (DEQ) <FEIGHNERB@michigan.gov> 
Tuesday. April11, 2017 1:22PM 

To: Teresa Seidel; Fish, Kim (DEQ); Argiroff, Phil (DEQ); Benzie, Richard (DEQ): Krisztian, George (DEQ): Lachance, Amy 
(DEQ) 

Cc: Poy, Thomas 
Subject: US Steel Discharge near Portage Indiana 

Tom Poy of EPA just called to inform us that a discharge is occurring from US Steel into Portage Creek near Portage, 
Indiana. The discharge apparently contains Chromium 6. The discharge volume is unknown. EPA is sending their 
emergency response folks to the scene. More information will be provided when known 

Michigan drinking water staff will inform the nearby WTPs. 

Bryce Feighner, P.E, Director 
Drinking Water and Municipal Assistance Division 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Constitution Hall 
525 West Allegan Street 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
517-284-6524 Office (Voicemail} 
517-420-6598 Cell 
feighnerb@michigan.gov 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Thomas, Craig 
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:46 PM 
R5 ER Notification List 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Maguire, Andrew; Beslow, Mike; Lippert, Jeffrey; Behnke, Kristina; Mendez, Thomas 
U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial) - U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/11117 at approx1mately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
Bums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arrjving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met wjth U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This information was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other .Fed era] Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Jndiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut dovvn their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to detennine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facjlity has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 
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Craig Thomas 

US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 

Emergency Response Branch 

77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 

Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 

312-802-9637 cell 

~
··' " '· .. . . 
~· 

\ • . ~ 

5 



Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tom, 

Borries, Samuel 
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:52 PM 
Poy, Thomas 
FW U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI- The outfall is approximately one quarter mile upstream from Lake Michigan. 
Sam. 

:=rom: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS_ER_Notification_List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/11/17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Burns Waterway (aka 
Blll11s Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to detennine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as welL 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This infonnation was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Fedea·al Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interjor and the National Park 
Service. · 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put 

Media lnterest: No media interest at tlli.s time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 
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Craig Thomas 

US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 

Emergency Response Branch 

77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 

Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 

312-802-9637 cell 

-~<· 
fiFte\' 1-; \ •'-' ·· , 

I" " • ~. • ....... 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Stark, Alan <Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 2:19PM 
McMillan, Dave; Poy, Thomas 

Cc: Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Putz, Andrea; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Skiadopoulos, Frank; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53PM · 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <_QAVE.MCMILLAN@)Illio.Qis.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Berries, Samuel [_rnailto:borries.samuel@lepa.ggy] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason . 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <_mendez.thomas@fpa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, lN 
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Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4111117 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their faci lity in Portage, IN, discharging into Burns Waterway (aka 
Burns Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (KRC #1 175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Bestow and Mendez. who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel ' s environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This information was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START arc mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations arc under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The faci lity has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 

Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
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.312-802-9637 cell 

State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication , and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use. disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and. all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client· privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Poy, Thomas 
Tuesday, April 11 . 2017 2:42PM 
Mary Hollingsworth; Dave McMillan; Bryce Feighner (feighnerb@michigan.gov) 
Korleski. Christopher; Timothy Henry- EPA; Ryan Bahr; Kuefler, Patrick 
FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI ... The release started this morning but still no estimate of volume yet. 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
{312) 886-5991 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 20171:46 PM 
To: RS ER Notification list <RS_ER_Notification_list@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial) - U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/1 6 at 13:45 CDT 

O''erview: On 4111117 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
Burns Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #11 75399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting patting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This information was immediately 
shared \.\'ith United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut dov.'D. their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department ofthc Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 
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Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 

Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 

Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 

312-802-9637 . cell 
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Po , Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Poy. Thomas 
Tuesday, April11, 2017 2:47PM 
Borries, Samuel 

Cc: Korleski, Chnstopher. Timothy Henry - EPA, Kuefler, Patricl< Ryan Bahr 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (ln1tiaQ Portage, IN 

Sam· FYI. Chicago will be doing some Cr+6 sampling at their Southwest Plant crib and will take their boat out 
to do some Lake Michigan sampling, as they did during the BP Whiting event in 2014. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, April11,2017 2:19PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene 
<lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:50 PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.goy>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@ILiinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notif ication #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 
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From: Borries, Samuel [mailto:borri~~~CJIDJd~l@.~.Qa,g_ov] 
Sent: Tuesday, Apri111, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification list <.R.~__IJLl:'J.otification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <m~!:!.lC~_,§D.9r.gyy@.epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mende.l.J.bQOJ9?_@~P.~QX> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #l (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23116 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4111/17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation d1scovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Burns Waterway (aka 
Burns Ditch). U.S. Steel reported tlris to the Nationa] Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as we11. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had detennined the material was hexavalent chrome. This information was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American \Vater in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximateJy 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department ofthe Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to detem1ine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amotmt of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems on]y to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 
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Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-5J 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

A 
~~! 
~~#· 

State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended on ly for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
includ ing all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Borries, Samuel 
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 2:49 PM 
Poy, Thomas 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Thanks Tom, I w ill share this with the OSCs. 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:47 PM 
To: Berries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; Henry, Timothy <henry.timothy@epa.gov>; Kuefler, Patrick 
<kuefler.patrick@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan <bahr.ryan@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial} Portage, IN 

Sam: FYI. .. Chicago will be doing some Cr+6 sampling at their Southwest Plant crib and will take their boat out 
to do some Lake Michigan sampling, as they did during the BP Whiting event in 2014. 

Tom 

Tom Pay 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [maiito:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Pay, Thomas <poy.thomas_@_~_Q_~_,gqy> 

Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicagQ,Q£g>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz_@citvofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike. Ke lly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <fi:l..t.r.:].f_k.S~bwe.r:.@!=cltY_QfC::.h ic::.~go.o.rg>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Sa linas, Eduardo <sQ!:J.~mjg.S<ilitJA~@c::.tt'LQfchicago .org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Fra nk.Skiad o ~-tJ.Ios@illygfchicago,Qr:g>; Litherland, Gary <§a ry.J:lttLerla_nd @cityofch icago .org>; Cam iner, Irene 

<l.r:.~n~Camin~@.fl!vofchicagQ_,_Q_Cg> 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial} Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our· discussion, NOM currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from t he lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov) 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:53PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FIN: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
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Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:50 PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVIO.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Berries, Samuel [mailto:borries.samuel@lep_q,_gQY.] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:46 PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

KR Notification #1 Gnitial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, lN 

Repot·t as of: 09/23116 at 13:45 CDT 

O''en'iew: On 4/11/17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water ncar an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
Burns Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an invcs6gation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Bestow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This infonnation was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department ofthe Interior and the National Park 
Service. 
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EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. · 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 

Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 

Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 

312-802-9637 cell 

State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be. 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended on ly for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful If you have received this communication in 
error. please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Poy, Thomas 
Tuesday, April11 , 2017 2:54 PM 
'Stark. Alan' 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (lnrttal) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Ch ief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312} 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent : Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19 PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene 
<lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Not ification #1 {Initial} Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov] 
Sent : Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 

----·--~ 

Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Olrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notificat ion #1 {Initia l) Portage, IN 

FYI 
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From: Borries, Samuel [ma ilto:borries.samuei@~P.i?AQY] 

Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification # 1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with t he current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notifi~§JJ9n List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@J~Q,g.,gQ.y>; Beslow, M ike <beslow.I] . .!!S.~.@_t;,pa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.ieffc~.Y.@~P§.:R9.Y>; Behnke, Kristina <pg.b,Qke.krist ina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas~~.&QY.> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexava lent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/ 16 at 13:45 COT 

Overview: On 4/11117 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
cliscoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, lN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
Burns Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1 175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting pmting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel 's enviromnental manager and were 
told that the facility had detennined the material was hexavalent chrome. This information wa<> immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department ofthc Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The faci lity has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 
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Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-5J 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

A ... • w • 

;~t ... ~. -- . . . ' 
I ~. ,,. 

State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Kuefler, Patrick 
Tuesday, April11 , 2017 2:53 PM 
Poy, Thomas; Borries, Samuel 

Cc: Korleski, Christopher; Henry, Timothy: Bahr, Ryan 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

We asked the OSCs to take samples. They haven't confirmed that they will be able to do so yet but one of the OSCs is a 
former NPDES inspector. We are planning to inspect tomorrow. We have let IDEM know. Their compliance manager 
Mark Stanifer was unaware of the situation until a few minutes ago. They don't have any inspectors that can get there 
today either. 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:47PM 
To: Borries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; Henry, Timothy <henry.timothy@epa.gov>; Kuefler, Patrick 
<kuefler.patrick@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan <bahr.ryan@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Sam: FYI ... Chicago will be doing some Cr+6 sampling at their Southwest Plant crib and will take their boat out 
to do some Lake Michigan sam.pling, as they did during the BP Whiting event in 2014. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@citvofchicago.orgJ 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIfinois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Toml in, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@citvofchicagQ_,Q[g>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofch icagg_,Qr:g>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Ke lly@cityofchic::;E.&Q..:Q!:g>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicagQ.,Qig>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Ma rk.O M a lley@citY-otchicag_Q.:..Q!.g>; Salinas, Eduardo <Ed ua rdo .Sal inas@ cityofch icagQ,Q.r.:g>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Fran k.Skiadopoulos@citY-ofchi~<;lgQ,s>...rg>; Litherland, Gary <Ga rv.lithe ria nd @cityofchjggo.org>; Cam ine r, Irene 
<Irene .Cam i ne r@ cityofchicago .o.r:g> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 

precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 
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From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification # 1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 1:50 PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Borries, Samuel [mailto:borries.samuel(mepa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notif ication report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:46 PM 
To: RS ER Not ification List <RS ER Notif ication List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <rnendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Re lease ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, rN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Porlage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/11 /17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Sleel Corporation discovered a 6rreen 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their faci lity in Portage, IN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
Burns Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This infom1ation was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and JDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 
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EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department ofthc Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and STA.RT are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimi7,.cd the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Jnterest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

Craig Thomas 

US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 

Emergency Response Branch 

77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-5J 

Chicago, IL 60604 

312-886-5907 office 

312-802-9637 cell 
.. ~. 
~~ 

~-- - · ; ,..,J · ...... • 

~~~ ~, .... 

State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 

error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege. attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Pov, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Bassler, Rac."le! 
Tuesday, Aprii 11 , 2017 7' 26 OM 
Guerriero, Margaret; Bailetti. Doug; oorries, Samuel; Mankowski, Matthew; EI-Zein . ..!ason; Maguire, Andrew; Beslow, Mike: 
Tnomas. Craig; Deamer, eileen; Kelley, Jeff: Rowan, Anne: Arcaute, Franc!sco; Whelan, Ann; KorleSKl, Christopher; Henry, 
Timothy; Poy. Thcmas: Donnelly. Peggy 
EPA Responds :o Chemical Spill at U.S. Stee! Facility in Portage, Ind. 

FYI, this has been sent to interested media, residents and Congressiona/s. 

EPA RESPONDS TO CHEMICAl SPill AT U.S. STEEL FACillTY IN PORTAGE, IND. 

EPA is responding to a chemical spiil at the U.S. Steel facility in Portage, Ind. This morning, the company reported a 
wastewater discharge to the Burns Waterway, within 100 yards of Lake Michigan. EPA has determined that the 
wastewater contains hexavalent chromium, a toxic byproduct of industrial processes. EPA is working with the company 
to contain the spill. At this time, it's not known how much has been spilled. 

EP.L\ is monitoring t he waterway and Lake Michigan. This sampling does not show that the hexavalent chromium has 
reached Lake M ichigan. EPA will continue to monitor and will provide updates as needed . 

EPA is working closely with U.S. Steel and federal, state and local partners. In an abundance of caution, the nearest 
municipal water source, the Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes, has shut down its water intake and will use 
reserve water. Also, the National Park Service has temporarily closed two beaches at Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 
(see https;/ /www.nps.gov/inau/index.htm for more information}. 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Star1<, Alan <Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Tuesday, April11 . 2017 8:02PM 
Pay, Thomas 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

RE. U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
removed.txt 

Any updates? 

Sent fi·ommy Veri7.on, Samsung Gala>-y smartphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: ''Poy, Thomas" <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Date: 4/11/17 2:53PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: ''Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel J lcxavalcnt Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: St ark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Put z, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene 
<lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 
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From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCfv1ILlAN@IIIinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additiona l information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 

Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

·-- --·-- ·- . """'"""""" """' - ------..... _ .... -......................... ,. 
From: Borries, Samuel [mailto:borries.samuel@epa.gqy] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epe!_,gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 

<![Qpert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <Q_~hnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <m~..!J.!:.Ig~Jhomas@epa.gov> 

Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (.Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #l (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23116 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/11117 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, lN, discharging into Burns Waterway (aka 
Bums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding tbjs incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the faci lity had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This information ""'as immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut do·w:n their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 
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EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Magui.fe and START arc mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations arc under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

0 ---···-·····---·---· .. -·····-·-

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 ce ll 

~ 
...... ., •. ,..._ 
J,~, 

i·~ ~~ :~ i 
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· . ... <'• f'! ._t, ... 

State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney worl< product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication , and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Behnke, Kristina 
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 8:25 PM 
RS ER Notification List 
Beslow, Mike: Maguire, Andrew; Mendez. Thomas; Thomas. Craig; Lippert. Jeffrey; Cashmere, Jason; Goeks, Todd; 
Johnson, Mark; Karecki, Edward 
Region 5 ER Notification #2 (Final): U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #2 (Final): U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN (NRC# 1175399) 

Report as of: 411111 7 at 1930 CST 

Overview: On 4!11/17 at approximately 9:30 CST, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green discoloration in 
the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Burns Waterway (aka Burns 
Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). Two EPA OSCs were 
nearby at another facility went to the site to investigate. 
Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's enviromnental manager and were 

told that the facility had determined the material wa..<; hexavalent chrome. 

The investigation into the cause and volume released is still underway. At this time, it appears that hexavalent 
chrome waste reached the regular treatment plant on site~ rather than the chrome treatment plant. At this time, 
the release is still ongoing at the outfall. The plant side source of the spill has been secured, with the release at 
the outfall expected to stop soon. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, IDEM, National Park Service and Indiana 
American Water were on scene. EPA notified local water intakes in Gary~ East Chicago, and Ogden 
Dunes. indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes shut down their intake earlier today. The intake is still shut 
down at this time, with water reserves struggling. NOAA has provided an eco]ogical risk number and ATSDR 
has provided a human health number. Out of precaution, the National Park Service has shut down the nearby 
lak:efront and beaches. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSCs Maguire, Behnke, and Mendez are on site. A set of san1ples were collected before 
dark. EPA and START assisted with taking samples. Samples were taken upstream ofthe outfall, at the outfall, 
and downstrean1 of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and 
wet well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for 
rapid turnaround. The highest concentration of in the san1ples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
sampJcs taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Ovemight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
mormng. 

Media Interest: There has been significant media interest, and the National Park Service has issued a press 
release closing two beaches at the Indiana Dunes National Seashore. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

This will be the final ER Notification, further updates will b~ provided by POLREPs. 

Kristina Behnke 
On-Scene Coordinator 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson Blvd. (SE-SJ) 
Chicago, IL 60604 
Office: (312) 353-1057 
Fax: (312} 692-2406 
Cell: (312} 237-5685 
Behnke.Kristina@epa.gov 
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Po, Thomas 

From: Poy, Thomas . 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 201711:40 PM 
To: 
Subject: 

'Stark, Alan'; Dave McMillan; Mary Hollingsworth; Bryce Feighner (feighnerb@michigan.gov) 
RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
welL A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org) 

Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 8:02PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy sma~tphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <]2pv.thom~s@ep~~gQ_Y> 
Date: 4/11117 2:53 :PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark@citvofchicago.or_g> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the .site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 
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From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene 
<lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.o rg> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional informat ion per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAH@llUnois.g_g_y>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIino i,?.,K.Q_Y.:> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Borries, Samuel [mailto:borries.sam~~a.qoy] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:48 PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification # 1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notificat ion report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, April ll, 2017 1:46 PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas~a.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
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ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, JN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Pmtage, JN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/J 1/17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
Bums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to detennine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had detennined the material was hexavalent chrome. This infom1ation was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, IJocal, and other ·Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dtmes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dtmes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to detenn.ine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the \vaterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

Craig Thomas 

US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 
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Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 
.~. 
C*fA ~~! , ....... ' ._ 

c;,. Jl' ·- ,,·· ... 

State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in th is communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication , and is intended on ly for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 

Stark, Alan <Alan.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Wednesday, April12, 2017 1:44AM 

To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett: Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; dave 
McMillan; Wheat. Christopher 

Subject: 
Attachments: 

Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
removed.txt 

Tom 
Thank you for the update. 
\Ve are collecting hourly at SV/PP crib, driving samples to Euro fins this morning, results later afternoon. Lake 
survey in morning~ drive samples in afternoon~ results late night. I will forward results to you and Dave as I get 
them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Date: 4/1 J /17 11 :40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: ''Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark@cityofchicago.org>, Dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN. gov>, feighnerb@michigan. gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Dri nking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 

(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 8:02PM 

To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 
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Sent from my Verizou. Samsung Galaxy smanphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: ''Poy, Thomas" <nov.thomas@eoa.gov> 
Date: 4111/17 2:53PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: ''Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stari.Jcl)citYofchicago.org,> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan (mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McM illan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.goV>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 
<Jul ie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<_Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
< Fra nk.Skiadopo u los @cityofchicago .o rg>; Litherland, Gary <Gary. Lithe ria nd @cityofch icago .org>; Cam iner, Irene 
<J..rene.Caminer@cityof~hicagg.:....Q!g> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial ) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA cu rrents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [majlto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:53PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 20171:50 PM 
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To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@II Iinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID,j;:_QQJ5.@ll linq_i,?,g.Q.'{> 

Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Borries, Samuel Lm9.iJ!Q:borries.samuel@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48 PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:46 PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@eoa.gov> 

Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <1~~.2.1.9.~_mi_~-~~~,gq_y>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<J.iJ?.Q..~!:.!.Mfrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@ega.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mend~I,thomas@epa.gQ_I{> 

Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 {Initial} - lJ.S. Steel Hexavalent Chr·ome Release, Por·tage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel HexavaJent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/11117 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel C01poration discovered a green 
discoloration ill the water near an outfali at their facility in Portage, TN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
Bums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted tbc reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S SteeFs environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This information was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard persmmel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The OSCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut do\\'11 their water intake and has appro~imately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has aJso notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how lhe hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

38 



Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 31 2-758-8672 

0-------

Cra ig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-5J 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

EJ 
State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po, Thomas 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Wednesday. April12. 2017 6:55AM 
To: Borries, Samuel; Korleski Christopher; Henry, Timothy: Bair, Rita 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI .. .from Chicago Dept of Water Mgmt 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground and Drinking Water Branch 

USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Stark, Alan" <~[§Q_,~!C!C~@.ftty_ofchicago.org> 
Date: April12, 2017 at 1:44:08 AM COT 
To: "Ames, Mort" <Mortl\m_~§@lcityQJ~hl£~Q .. ocg>, "Murphy, Barrett" 
<Barrett. M u rphy@_i:jj:yofchic9_gg.org>, "Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie" 
<Julie. He rna ndezTomlin @cityofch icag_Q~Qr.g>, "Litherland, Gary" <Gary. Lithe ria nd @cityofch icago .o rg>, 
"Caminer, Irene" <lrene.Caminer@fltiofchiqlgo.org>, "Putz, Andrea" <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>, 
"Poy, Thomas" <poy.thomas@epa.gov>, "dave McMillan" <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>, "Wheat, 

Christopher" <Christopher. Wheat@cityofchica.EQ.&r,g> 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you for the update. 
We are co11ecting hourly at SWPP crib, driving samples to Emo fins this morning, results later 
afternoon. Lake survey in moming, drive samples in afternoon, results late night. I will forward 
results to you and Dave as I get them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smmtphonc 

-------- Original message --------
From: ''Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomasrakpa.£_<:>v> 
Date: 4/11/17 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: ''Stark, Alan" <AJan.Stark(q)citvofchicago.org>, Dave McMillan 
<dave.mpnille,n(c'l~illinois.gov>, Mary Hollingsworth <MHolli.n.g(.~idem.ll\.gg~>, 

f~jghn~rb@r.nichi gan. gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
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A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the 
outfall, and downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana 
American Water intake and wet well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the 
water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid turnaround. The highest concentration of in 
the samples was detected at the ourfall was 949 ppb. The samples taken at the American Water 
intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the samples will be sent off 
to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, samples will 
be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mai lto :Aian.Stark@cityofchicagg_._g.rg] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 8:02 PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Stee l Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent from my VcriLon, Samsung Galaxy smattpbone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thoma.s(a.epa.gov> 
Date: 4/11117 2:53 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark02cityofchic£l_g.Q_,QI£.> 

$ 

Subject: RE: tJ.S. Steelllcxavalcnt Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19 PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAV~.MCMILLAN@ I IIinois .gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: M urphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicqg_o.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicaRQ.,Qrg>; Kelly, 
Mike <Mike. l<~lly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Pat rick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, 
Mark <.fv'la rk,_.QM a ll~y__@fl!y_ofchicago .o rg>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo .Sa li nas@cltvofcl1l_<;Ego .org>; 
Skiadopoulos, Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; Lit herland, Gary 
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<Ga.n:::.Lit herla nd @cityofch icago .o rg>; Caminer, Irene <Irene. Cam i ner@cityofchicag.Q.:.fl.!_g> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out 
of the west. For precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles 
from the lab. Tomorrow, out of an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, 

quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois,gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 

Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <Q.AVE.MCMILLAN@lllinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Berries, Samuel Lmailto:borrie~.~CJ.mu~~.Q9._,gqy] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday,Aprilll, 20171:46 PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, 

Jeffrey <!l[?.Qg.r.t.lli.ffrey@?~.l5QY>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas 

<m~d~z.!.b_Q..ma_$.~@~,&9V> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399> U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, 
Portage> IN 

Report as of: 09/23116 at 13:45 CDT 
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Ovcrvjcw: On 4/11/17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a 
green discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, TN, discharging into 
Burns Waterway (aka Burns Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the ~ational Response Center 
C'-fRC #1 175399). OSC Thoma<> contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was 
told the facility was conducting an investigation to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then 
contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental 
manager and were told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent 
chrome. This information was immediately shared w ith United States Coast Guard personnel, 
who were a lso responding. 

State, Local, and other Fedet·al Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on 
scene. EPA has notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Ind iana 
American Water in Ogden Dunes has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 
hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department oftbe Interior and the 
National Park Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START arc mobilizing to the scene to conduct 
water sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, 
the amount of hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facil ity has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce 
through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

Craig Thomas 

US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coord inator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd ., SE-SJ 
Chicago, IL 60604 
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312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in th is communication is 
confidential , may be aitorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information 
or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. 
Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited 
and may be unlawful If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender 
immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all 
attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject : 

Borries, Samuel 
Wednesday, April 12, 2017 7:40AM 
Poy. Thomas 
RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Thanks, I will share w it h the team. 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Wednesday, Apri l 12, 2017 6:55AM 
To: Borries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; Henry, Timothy 
<henry.timothy@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.rita@epa.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

FYI. . .from Chicago Dept of Water Mgmt 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Stark, Alan" <Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Date: April 12, 2017 at 1:44:08 AM COT 
To: "Ames, Mort" <_MortArr:L~?_@cityofchicago.org>, "Murphy, Barrett" 
<Barrett. M ui:J2b.Y.@.<;l !Y..()_fchif?_&Q_,Org>, "Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie" 
<Julie. Hernan[.e_~IQ.m.!ir:l@.fl!vQf.~_b~_,Qig>, "Litherland, Gary" <§.!llY.:._Lith~ rland@cityofchicago.org>, 

"Caminer, Irene" <)_rt?,_o.g_,_Carn.jtJ~L@city_ofch icago.org>, "Putz, Andrea" <Anqrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>, 
"Pay, Thomas" <P.9..Y.Jb.Qma.2_@~_p_a.gov>, "dave McMillan" <dave.mcmillan.@_illln_ois.gov>, "Wheat, 
Christopher" <Chri~!.Qphe r. Wf]ea!.@fJly.Q.f<:h icago .o rg> 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
'rhank you for the update. 
We are collecting hourly at SWPP crib, driving samples to Euro fins this morning, results later 
afternoon. Lake survey in morning, drive samples in afternoon, resu lts late night. I \·vill forward 
results to you and Dave as I get them. 

Thanks 
i\lan 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: ''Poy, 'D1omas" <poy.thomas@epa.Qov> 
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Date: 4/11117 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan .. Stm·k(£_V,citvofc)Jica£/:o.on.r>~ Dave IvlcMillan 
<dave.mcmillan(q)j!Jinois.gov>, Mary Hollingsworth <!V1 Hollin2@idcm.JN.gov>, 
fuighnerb:'qlmichigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the 
outfall, and downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana 
American Water intake and wet well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the 
water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid turnaround. The highest concentration of in 
the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The samples taken at the American Water 
intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the samples will be sent off 
to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, samples will 
be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [rna.Jl!g_:A!?.D.,.?..ta.r.K@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, April ll, 2017 8:02PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <Qoy.thoi'D_~_s._@_§J.)iJ_,ggy> 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent from my V erizon, Samsung Galaxy smrutphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: ''Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas:aJ,epa.gov> 
Date: 4/11/17 2:53PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <AJan.Stark@citvofchicago.orQ> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (lnjtial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 
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From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org} 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McM illan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@lllinois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, 
M ike <Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, 
Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; 
Skiadopoulos, Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary 
<Gary. Lithe ria nd @cityofch icago. o rg>; Cam iner, I rene <I rene .Cam iner@cityofch icago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA curre nts showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out 
of the west. For precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles 
from the lab. Tomorrow, out of an abundance of caution, we wil l do a grid sampling of Lake M ichigan, 
quarter mi le off shore near Gary Indiana for Cr6+. Any questions please ca ll me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, I N 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:50 PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE .MCMILL~J':!_@J!!j_Q() iS.gQ.y:>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial ) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Berries, Samuel [mailto:borries.sam_!L~l@gpS~_.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report w ith the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:46 PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gQ_'{>; Lippert, 
Jeffrey <!JQ.Qert.jeffr~_~Q9_.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas 
<mendez.thomas@~Q_'I£> 

Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
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ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, 
Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4111/17 at approximately 09:30 centra] time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a 
green discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into 
Bums Waterway (aka Bums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center 
(NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was 
told the facility was conducting an investigation to detennine what it was. OSC Thomas then 
contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to investigate as welL 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental 
manager and were told that the facility had detennined the material was hexavalent 
chrome. This information was immediately shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, 
who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on 
scene. EPA has notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana 
American Water in Ogden Dw1es has shut dovvn their water intake and has approximately 4 
hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the 
National Park Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct 
water sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, 
the amow1t ofhexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce 
through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EJ> A Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 
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Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 
Chicago, ll 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

·A 
~®~ 

.... . .... 

State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is 
confidential, may be attorney-client privileged or attorney work product. may constitute inside information 
or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. 
Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited 
and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender 
immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, including all 
attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Bahr, Ryan 
Wednesday, April12, 2017 8:19AM 
Poy, Thomas 
Kuefler, Patrick 

Subject: FW Region 5 ER Notification #2 (Final): U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

See info on drinking water ... 

From: Maraldo, Dean 

Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 7:15AM 
To: Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan <bahr.ryan@epa.gov> 

Cc: Lenell, Brian <lenell.brian@epa.gov>; Jurevis, John <Jurevis.John@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Region 5 ER Notification #2 (Final): U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Fyi ... 

From: Behnke, Kristina 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 8:25PM 

To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification -~i_s,!@_~Qa.gov> 

Cc: Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Maguire, Andrew <mqg_uir.~,a_ndr~\Y@§J?.9_,gQy>; Mendez, Thomas 
<mendez.thomas@epa.gov>; Thomas, Craig <~homas.cra ig@epa.g.Q'{>; Lippert, Jeffrey <liQQert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; 
Cashmere, Jason <cashmere.jason@epa.gov>; Goeks, Todd <goeksj_<:>dq_@..§p_a. ,gQ'{>; Johnson, Mark 

<j.Q_Q_Q?.QQ,IIl.?.fK@g,pa .gov>; Ka recki, Edward <karecki .edward @epa .gov> 
Subject: Region 5 ER Notification #2 (Final): U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #2 (Final): U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN (NRC# 1175399) 

Report as of: 4/11117 at 1930 CST 

Overview: On 4111117 at approximately 9:30 CST, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green discoloration in 
the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, JN, discharging into Burns Waterway (aka Burns 
Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). Two EPA OSCs were 
nearby at another facility went to the site to investigate. 
Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 

told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. 

The investigation into the cause and volume released is still underway. At this time, it appears that hexavalent 
chrome waste reached the regular treatment plant on site, rather than the chrome treatment plant. At this time, 
the release is still ongoing at the outfall. The plant side source of the spill has been secured, with the release at 
the outfall expected to stop soon. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, IDEM, National Park Service and h1diana 
American Water were on scene. EPA notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden 
Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes shut down their intake earlier today. The intake is still shut 
down at this time, with water .reserves struggling. NO..t\A has provided an ecological risk number and A TSDR 
has provided a human health number. Out of precaution, the National Park Service has shut down the nearby 
lakefront and beaches. 

so 



El' A Actions: EPA OSCs Maguire, Belmke, and Mendez are on site. A set of samples were collected before 
dark. EPA and START assisted with taking samples. Samples were Laken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, 
and dov..nstream of the ouUa.J.l. Two samples \:r..'ere also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and 
wet well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake. were sent to an on-site lab for 
rapid turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples \vill be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
mom mg. 

Media Interest: There has been significant media interest, and the National Park Service has issued a press 
release closing two beaches at the Indiana Dunes National Seashore. 

El' A Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

This will be the final ER Notification, further updates will be provided by POLREPs. 

Kristina Behnke 
On-Scene Coordinator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
77 W. Jackson Blvd. (SE-5J) 
Chicago, IL 60604 
Office: (312) 353-1057 
Fax: (312) 692-2406 
Cell : (312) 237-5685 
Behnke.Krist ina@epa.gov 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 

Stark, Alan <Alan Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:08 AM 

To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; dave 
McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike: Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, 
Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Tom, 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents still counter clockwise. Hourly samples from SWPP's 68th Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 
Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Results will be forwarded as I 
get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results will dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, Aprill2, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you for the update. 
We are collecting hourly at SW"PP crib, driving samples to Euro fins this morning, results later afternoon. Lake 
survey in morning, drive samples in afternoon, results late night. I will forward results to you and Dave as I get 
them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphonc 

-------- Original message--------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas((Z:cpa.gov> 
Date: 4/11/17 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" ~Alan.Stark@cityofchica!.!o .onr>, Dave McMillan <dave.m~milJ£tn@ilJinois.gov>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <.MJ-Iollingla~idem. IN. gov>, feirrhnerb'aJmichi_gan~ov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site iab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
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samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312} 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mai lto:Aian.Stark@cityofct}_icago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 8:02 PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <..12.Q.YJ .. b..Qma..i@.gQ.§I_.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent from my Veri7.on, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas'' <poY.thomastmcpa.2.ov> 
Date: 4/ 11/17 2:53PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Starkfa),cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Clrrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary. Litherland @cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene 
<I rene. Cam i ner@cityofchicago .org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Init ial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 
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Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 

precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 

an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampilng of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 

for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailtQ:Q6.Y!.;,_~Q11L!:8.!'KOliiiinois.aov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:50PM 

To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Cook, David <.P~Yl()_,_<::0.9K@JJJlr.wis.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial} Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Berries, Samuellr:llililto:borries.samuel@epa.aov] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 

Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:46 PM 

To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@_~~ov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@lepa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <I;>_~..?.L0\1\!..mike~>; Lippert, Jeffrey 

<U.P..Qe_r_!j~ffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behQ...I<_~Js.r.L?J:lD~~9..,.&9._1£>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial} Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Re.leac:;e, Portage, lN 

Report as of: 09/23116 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4111117 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
Bums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facillty was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs BeslO\v and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 
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Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material \vas hexavalent chrome. This infonnation was immediately 
shared ·with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The CSCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut do¥-'D their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facil ity has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at tllis time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

0 -------·-----

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 
Chicago, ll 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

~ -Cilii3 w ··-.~ ..... .. . .' ...... ... 

State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
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attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlav,rful If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including. all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege. attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po , Thomas 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Wednesday, April12. 2017 10:35 AM 
To: 'Stark. Alan'; Ames, Mor'..; Murphy, Barrett: Hernandez-Tomlin. Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer. Irene: Putz. Andrea: dave 

McMillan: Wheat. Christopher; McMillan. Dave: Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Si<iadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, 
Eduardo; Litherland. Gary 

Cc: 
Subject: 

M~ry Hollingsworth; Korleski. Christopher: Bryce Feighner (feighnerb@michigan.gov) 
RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Pay 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez
Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; 
Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Pay, Thomas 
<poy.thomas@epa.gov>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@lllinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Init ial) Portage, IN 

Hi Torn, 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents still counter clockwise. Hourly samples from SWPP's 68111 Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 
Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Results will be forwa rded as I 
get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results will dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Pay, Thomas; 
dave Mct"lillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

·rom 
Thank you tor the update. 
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We are collecting hourly at SV/PP crib, driving samples to Euro fins thjs morning, results later aftcmoon. Lake 
survey in morning, drive samples in afternoon, results late night. l will forward results to you and Dave as I get 
them. 

Thru1ks 
A lan 

Sent from my Ve.rizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message--------
From: '1Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas@epa.gov> 
Date: 4/11/17 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: 11 Stru·k, Alan~~ <Alan.Stark(mcitvofchicago.org>, Dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan(Zvillinois.go_y>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <J\1Ho1J1ng:'@.idem.IN.gov>, teighnerb0),michigan.Q:ov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage) IN 

The last that l heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 8:02PM 

To: Poy, Thomas <goy.thoma~@_~f@.,.&QY> 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial} Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent from my Vcri:wn, Sarnsung Galaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, lbomas" <pov.thomas@epa.uov> 
Date: 4/l 1/17 2:53PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: 11 Stark, Alan" <Alcm.Sta.rk@citvofchicago.org> 
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Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan LOl'i!!to:Aian,_~ark@cityofchicago.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <QAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <QQ_y.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Toml in, Julie 
<l!J..~..:....f::!e ro.<:!.fldezJomlin@cityofchicago .org>; Putz, Andrea <~_li_g..r..~a .Putz@cityofchicago . org>; Kelly, Mike 
<_Mjke.KeJJy_@city_ofch_ica.gQ,Qig>; Schwer, Patrick <PatriQ<~~ch_~.er@citW,ch_icago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OtvJaJJ~~ityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <EdtJ..?J:.c:!p.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<FraQ..k.Sk_@dopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene 
<I rene .Cam iner@cityofchicago .org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Stee l Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mi le off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anyt ime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 

Alan 

From: McMillan1 Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gqy] 
Sent: Tuesday1 April 11, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark1 Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Berries, Samuel [mailto:borries . .?,~ID.!Jgl~~Q.Q..,gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
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Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External) FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Cra ig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region .S ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/11117 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
Bums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was to.ld the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, \Vho \Vere nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's envirorunental manager and were 
told that the facility had dete.nnined the material was hexavalent chrome. This infonnation was immediately 
shared with United States Coa.'>t Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gru·y, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American \Vater in Ogden Dunes 
has shut do\\-':n their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amoill1t of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 
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0 ---------------------

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coord inator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-5J 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

~ c;aa 
~~{ t~~ • . .l 

~- ... ~...;. 

State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication. and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 

Stark, Alan <Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Wednesday, Apri l 12, 2017 10:37 AM 

To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; dave 
McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas. 
Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 

Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski , Christopher; feighnerb@michigan gov 
Subject: RE U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfall? 

From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:poy.thomas@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:35 AM 

................ ............. --..... ""''·--------- ---

To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi A lan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett <.~?rr_gtt.JY.Ll!.!:Qhy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez
Tom lin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.Qig>; Litherland, Gary <G_i:IXV-~ith_erla nd@cityofchicago.org>; 
Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <.6nc!r::.ea.Put_z@cityofchicago.org>; Poy, Thomas 

<poy.thomas@epa.gov>; dave McMillan <dave.mcm[l!_e.n.@lliir:!9LS._:gQ'{>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <_PA:VE.:,JY.ICMILLAN@Illinois.gov>; Kelly, M ike 
<Mike. Kelly@cityofch icago.o rg>; Schwer, Patrick <Patr.tC:~.:.~_C:bv.Y.g.r@c:fuofchicago .o rg>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchic£gQ..:.9...rg>; O'Malley, Mark <M_9_rk.QM.9._tl_~y_@cityofchicago.org>; Sa linas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo .Sa lin as @cityofchic:.£gp...:QI.g>; Lithe ria nd, Gary <§ill:Y.. Lithe ria nd @cityofch icago. o rg> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Tom, 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

l ake currents st ill counter clockwise. Hourly samples from SWPP's 68th Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 
Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Results will be forwarded as I 
get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results w ill dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 
Alan 
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From: Stark, Alan . 
Sent: Wednesday, Apri l l 2, 2017 1:44 At..., 
To : Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin1 Julie; Utherland, Gary; caminer, I rene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notificat ion # 1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you for the update . 
We are co ll ecting hourly at SWPP crib, driving samples to Euro fins this moming, results later aftemoon. Lake 
survey in morning, drive samples in aftemoon, results late night. I will forward results to you and Dave as I get 
them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent rrom my Veriwn. Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: ''Poy, Thomas" <goY.thomas@epa.gov> 
Date: 4/1 1117 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark!'iiJ.citvofchicago.org>, Dave McMillan <davc.mcmillan!{1/illinois.gov>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <~1Hollingtcuidem.IN. gov>, fci2.hncrb0'~michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall , and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Pay 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
{312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [ma ilto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 8:02PM 
To: Pay, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

i\ny updates? 
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Sent from my Verizon, Samsu.ng Galaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message--------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas@epc:L.gov> 
Date: 4/11/17 2:53PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: ''Stark, Alan" <Alan.Starb22citvofchicago.on:?.> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steell-:lexava]cnt Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicE,.~Q,Q.rg] 
Sent: Tuesday; Aprilll, 2017 2:19 PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <QQY.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett. M urphy@cityofchicago.o rg>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Fran k.SkLadQ.ROU los@cityofch icago .o rg>; Litherland, Gary <Gary. Lithe ria nd @cityofch icago .org>; Cam iner, I rene 

<j rene..: Cami ner@citvojch i cago .o rg> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE. MCMILLAfi@llllrloi~>; Cook, David <PAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Stee l Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
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FYI 

From: Borries, Samuel [mailto:borries.samuel@leoa.aov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] f\N: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification _List@epa.gq:y:> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <be~low.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.tho_IJ:las@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER 'Kotification #1 (lnitial): NRC# 1175399: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/11117 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, 11\, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
J3ums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the ~ational Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the rcpotting parting regarding tlli.s incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had dctennined the material was hexavalent chrome. This infonnation was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, J.,ocal, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified C.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the Kational Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Mahruire and START arc mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media In.tercst: No media interest at this time. 
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EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-5J 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication , and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received .this communication in 
error. please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this commun ication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney~cl ient privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po , Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Poy. Thomas 
Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:51 AM 
Borries, Samuel 
US Steel 

Sam: Have you heard whether the release from the outfall has been stopped? The last update from yesterday 
said it was expected to stop since the source was secured. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Ch ief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 
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Po , Thomas 

From: Mendez, Thomas 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 11 :33 AM 
To: 

Cc: 

Borries, Samuel; EI-Zein, Jason; Brown, Jaime; Ribordy, Michael; Mankowski, Matthew; Augustyn, James; Kelley, Jeff; 
Bassler. Rachel; Deamer, Eileen; dgreinke@idem.IN.gov 

Subject: 

Behnke, Kristina; Beslow, Mike; Maguire, Andrew; Thomas. Craig; Lippert, Jeffrey; Cashmere, Jason; Goeks, Todd; 
Johnson, Mark; Karecki, Edward; Rowan, Anne; Reshkin, Karen; Maraldo, Dean; Donnelly, Peggy; Poy, Thomas 
U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release. Portage, IN - 4112/17 AM update 

Attachments: IMG_0104.jpg; 2.jpg; 1.jpg 

llpdatc as of: 4/12/17 at 10:30 CST 

Oven'iew: On 4/12117 at approximately 9:00 CST, Stakeholders convened to discuss the ongoing response at 
US Steel regarding the release of hexavalent chrome. Stakeholders present included USEPA, US Steel, IDEM, 
National Park Service and Indiana American Water) Portage Police and a representatives for the beaches of City 
of Portage. 

• US Steel has alleged that the source of the active relea..'le has been stopped. 
• Active residual can still be seen in water sampling. 
• Levels of chrome at the outfall were as high as 2231 ug/L overnight. 

El' A, State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: 
• Indiana American Water's intake is still currently shut down. 

o Sampling results of water intake is showing samples slightly above the detection limit but were 
rerun for confrrmation and found to be at or below the limit. Additional san1pling is going to be 
perfonned. 

• Sampling has stattcd inside Burns Ditch this morning 
o Sam piing vvill duplicate the spots sampled on 411 1117 a..'> well as adding a mid-water depth 

sample taken with tubing attached to a pump on the boat. 
• National Park Service has currently closed numerous beaches both easl and west of Bums Ditch. 

o National Park Service's regional offices have suggested that they will not reopen the beaches 
without this additional sampling with includes a shore sediment sample. 

• EPA with National Park Service have identified add itiqnal sampling locations both east 
and west of Burns Ditch along the lakeshore where both water and sediment samples will 
be taken. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 
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Po , Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hi Tom, 

Borries. Samuel 
Wednesday, April12. 201 7 11:38 AM 
Poy, Thomas 
RE: US Steel 

Looks like only residual may still be present in the discharge. Tom Mendez j ust sent an update to you. 
Sam. 

From: Pay, Thomas 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:51 AM 
To: Borries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov> 
Subject: US Steel 

Sam: Have you heard whether the release from the outfall has been stopped? The last update from yesterday 
said it was expected to stop since the source was secured. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
{312} 886-5991 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: 'Stark, Alan'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer. Irene; Putz, Andrea: dave 

McMillan; Wheat, Christopher: McMillan, Dave: Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas. 
Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 

Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

I believe the source of the active release has been stopped and it is just residual in the outfall now. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago .. org) 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:37 AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. M u rphy@cityofchicago .org>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie <Julie. He rna ndezTom lin @cityofchicago.org>; Lithe ria nd, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILlAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Ed ua rdo.Salinas@cityofchicago.o rg>; Litherland, Gary <Gary. Litherland @cityofchicago .org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfall? 

From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:poy.thomas@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feiqhnerb•:CUmichiqan.ggy 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 
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From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@citvofchicago.org>; Hernandez
Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; 
Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Poy, Thomas 
<ooy.thomas@epa.gov>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kell')!@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cit')!ofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Sa linas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Ga ry.Litherland @cityofchiC£&Q_,_Qffi> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Tom, 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents still counter clockwise. Hourly samples from SWPP's 68th Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 
Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Results will be forwarded as I 
get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results will dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Pay, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you for the update. 
We are collecting hourly at SWPP crib, driving samples to Ew:o fins this morning, results later afternoon. Lake 
survey in morning, drive samples in afternoon, results late night. 1 will forward results to you and Dave as I get 
them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent from my Vcrit.on. Samsung Galaxy sma1iphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas(~cpa.rwv> 
Date: 4/11117 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Starkra{citvofchica~o.org>, Dave McMillan <dave.rncmillan;'a),illinois. Q:ov>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <MHol.lin~:rrq\idem.IN.gov>, feighnerb:W.michi2.an.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification # 1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
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The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall , and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of sarnpies. including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples wil! be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan LITI_<!.il!g_:~lan .Stark@cityofchicago . org] 

Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 8:02PM 

To: Pay, Thomas <PQYJ.b.<?r.D9S.@~..P...C!.:.&QY.> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smanphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas(q2epa.gov> 
Date: 4/11/17 2:53 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark@citvofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Torn 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEP.l\- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:.l\lan.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <D.l\VE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.~>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas~~> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie 
<JuHe.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <.l\ndrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Fran k.Skiadopou los@.sityofchicago.o rg>; Litherland, Gary <Ga ry.Lithe ria nd @cityofch icago .o rg>; Cami ner, Irene 
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<Irene .Cam iner@citvofchicago .o rg> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we wil l do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [~D.h-'Y_E.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.goy] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:53PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Berries, Samuel [mailto:borries.samuel@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification # 1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Apri l11, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Init ial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel HexaYalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/11117 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
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Bums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and wa<; told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and \Vere 
told that the facillty bad determined the material was hexavalent chrome. Tlus information was immediately 
shared \Vith United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana i\.."'1.1erican Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and \Vildlife Service, the Departmentofthe 1nterior and the National Park 
Service. 

EJ> A Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are Lmder way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: .-'\ndy Maguire~ 312-758-8672 

0 ............... --................. __ .,._., .. _ ... _ .... ,__ 

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 

Emergency Response Branch 
77 W . Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 

Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 
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State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained 1n this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative s~aff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use. disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privi lege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po , Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 

Stark, Alan <Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Wednesday, April12. 2017 12:23 PM 

To: Poy. Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barreti; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene: Putz, Andrea; dave 
McMillan; Wheat. Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark: Salinas, 
Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 

Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Thank you! 

From: Poy, Thomas [maiito:poy.thomas@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

I believe the source of the active release has been stopped and it is just residual in the outfall now. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
{312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [!Dailto:Aian.Stark@_cityofchi<:?.g()_,Qig] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:37 AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Af1l~Cityofchicago_,Qffi>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. M u rphy@cityofch icago .org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <J u I ie. HernandezTom lin @cityofchicago.org>; Lither! and, 

Gary <Gary.Litherland_@.fityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <Jrene.Caminer@cityofchicago_,Qffi>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cittQ.fchicago.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<_Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@JIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 

<JVlike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<fr..?_n_k.Sk_iadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<_E._d ua rdq_5a I ina s@cityofch iC£@.:Qffi>; Litherland, Gary <Gary. Litherland @cityofchicago. o rg> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHoii[.Qg@idemJN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <kor leski.christopher@epa.gQy>; 

kig_b_n~rR@rn ic,:_hi@D_gov_ 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfall? 

From: Poy, Thomas [mailtQ.J?Qy.thQIJJQ..~@~9_,.Q.9.Y] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:35 AM 

·---·-·--·-

To: Stark, Alan·; Ames/ Mort; Murphy1 Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat/ Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@mic..b.[99n.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
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Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofch icago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, Apri l 12, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@..£itY...Qfchic.?.E9:.9.r:g>; Murphy, Barrett <Ba.r.r..~!LIYI.J-!.r.P..bY_@..c;:.ltY_Q.f_c;:.bj_Q3.gQ ,QI:g>; Hernandez
Tomli n, Julie <Jul ie. He rna ndezl.: OnJ!tll__@Q!ygf~h icagiJ.or.g>; Litherland, Gary <.§E..ry.J,J.th~.d9 nd @city.Qf£hit;.?£Q,o rg>; 
Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@ci!.Y...Qfcblc;:_~gQ.,Qig>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea_J_utz@citY_Q.f£bjcago.o.r.:g>; Pay, Thomas 
<Qoy.thomas@e~>; dave M cM illan <Q9..Y..~r:D...<:_fT.lJH~D_@i!.U_Ilo is.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christo[llier.Wheat@cityofchicago,_g.r.:g>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN.@.!JJlD.ggg_y>; Kelly, M ike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick < PC)trick.Schwer@cityofchi~ago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'M alley, M ark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Sa linas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago .org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary. Litherland @cityofch icago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Stee l Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Tom, 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents still counter clockwise. Hourly samples from SWPP's 681h Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 
Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples wil l be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Resu lts w ill be forwarded as I 
get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab result s w ill dictated further sampl ing and possible mitigat ion. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 1:44 AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Pay, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Torn 
Thank you for the update. 
We are collecting hourly at SVlPP crib, driving samples to Euro fins this morning, results later afternoon. Lake 
survey in morning, drive samples in afternoon, results late night. I will forward results to you and Dave as I get 
them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Scnl from my Vcriz.on, Samsung Galaxy smarrphone 
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-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <J2Q.Y.:..tl19_lnasrs{lepa..::g.Q_y> 
Date: 4ill/17 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark!c12citvofchicago.ore.>, Dave McM.illan <davc.mcmillan(a)illinois.Q.ov>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <MHollinQ(u")idem.TN.!-!ov>, feighnerbraJ,michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, fN 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mai lto:Aian.Stark@citvofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 8:02PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <Qoy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smmiphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <nov.thomas@epa.gov> 
Date: 4/11/I 7 2:53 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: '1Siark, Alan" <Alan.St.ark(ci!.citvofchicaQ.o.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the inforrnation. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
{312) 886-5991 
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From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@citvofchicago.org) 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Pay, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphv@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@citvofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene 
<lrene .Caminer@cityofch icago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out ofthe west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: f\N: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAV!P.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Berries, Samuel [mailto:borries.samuel@epa.goy] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48 PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] f\N: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification # 1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Apri l11, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.g_QY>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.RQ}'> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

79 



ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/11/17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Burns Waterway (aka 
Bums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the repmiing parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to detennine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as weJI. 

Uponarriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had detennined the material was hexavalent chrome. This information was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut doVv'll their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and \Vildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

-EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

· The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

M·edia Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

~ ---·---------·---·--·-----

Craig Thomas 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 

StarK. Alan <Alan.StarK@cityofchicago.org> 
Wednesday Aoni 12, 20' 7 o:05 PM 

To: Poy lnomas. A.mes. Mort: Murohy, Barrett hemandez-Tomun. Julie; Uther.anc. Gary· Cam1ner Irene: 0 utZ. Andrea: dave 
McMillan Wheal Christopner; McMillan, Dave; Kelly. Mike Schwer Patnd<; Skiadopoulos. Fraru<: O'Malley. Man<: Saiinas, 
Eouardo, o...~therland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen, Bresnanan William 

Cc: Mary -iolhngsworth, Kor1eskl. Chnstopher; 'e!gnnero@m•ctusan.gov 
Subject: "E. U S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome "eaease i:.K. Notification ;· 'Initial) Portage, IN 
Attachments: removed.oo: qoutine Crt3+ Quarterly Results.:Jdf: Copy of 386402.x:s MP _CIR_JSM_Sampae_Locations_USSteeiSplil_ 

201704 t2.pdf 

See below hignlighted, results ~rom first ten sam pies (excel sheet) in agreement with our routine samples collected 
quarterly. Remaining results from Crib lake survey ~eing delivered to Eurofins (as of this emai l) to follow. Also attacned 
GIS plot of lake grid survey, results to follow. As stated earlier further sampling will be based on final res\.Jits. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Nathan Trowbridge [mailto:NathanTrowbridge@eurofinsUS.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, Apnl 12, 2017 5:30 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: RE: COC Sheets 

- hanks Alan, 

I've attached data for the !,•· 10 samples that were analyzed. The next 4, plus the ones coming in ~onight should be ready 
by tomorrow morning. The data looks fairly s1:eady each hour and what I saw of rhe next 4 was similar. I'll let you know 

more as soon as I have data. 

If you need anything else, olease let me know. I'll oe here until all of the new samples are on the !nstrumem. I'll be at 
home checking email after that. 

Thanks, 

Nathan Trowbridge 

Phone: - i 574 4-;"2 5528 
Mob1le - 1 574 302 259C 
E!T'aiL NathanT~owbr:dge@EurofinsUS.com 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@qtvofchicaoc.ora] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 6:09PM 
To: Nathan Trowbridge 
Subject: COC Sheets 

See attached completed COC from the morning and one from the Lake Survey that is on the way to you 

Alan 
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This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for usc by the addressee(s) named herein and may · 
contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or 
the person responsible for del ivering tllis document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently 
delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof 

Notify us here to report this email as spam. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:23 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, I rene; Putz, 
Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, 
Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification # 1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Thank you! 

From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:poy.thomas@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hemandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feiqhnerb(Qlmichigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

I believe the source of the active release has been stopped and it is just residual in the outfall now. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org) 
Sent: Wednesday, Apri l12, 2017 10:37 AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 
Gary <Gan'.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@lllinois.gov>; Kelly, M ike· 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofch icago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopou los@cityofch icago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <M;Hk.OMa!L~!Y.ofchicago . org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Ga ry_,_b.d:herJ.§_Q_<i@Qtyofch icago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <M Holl ing@idem.l N.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <K9rleski.christopher@epa.m:e; 
feigpnerb@michiga n.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexava lent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 
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Have they stopped the outfall? 

From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:p_gy-'tbOI11£!~@..s;Q.Q&9..Y] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerbCmmichigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampiing from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 

USEPA- Region 5 

(312)886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan lmill.!l9:Aian.Stark@9ty_g.f.c;b..Lc:.?ls2.:.Q.ffi] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:08 AM 

To: Ames, Mort <Mort.Ame~@cityofchicago.o.rg>; Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez

Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@.illyofc;.b_icago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary. Litherland@citvofchicago.org>; 

Caminer, Irene <.Lren_e.Camin~L@_c;j!yQf.f_h icago .org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Poy, Thomas 

<poy.thomas@..w..E.:.gQ_y>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 

<Christoo_t}~_r.\fVh~i!J..@.9J.'iQ.fchiC..~.RQ.2.r.E>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<.Mike.l<elly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 

< Fra nk.Skiado poulos@cityofch icago .org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark. 0 Ma lley@cityofch icago .org>; Salinas, Eduardo 

<Ed ua rdo.Sali nas@cityofchicago.org>; Lither! and, Gary <Gary. Litherland tillcityofch icago .o rg> 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents still counter clockwise. Hourly samples from SWPP's 68th Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 

Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Results will be forwarded as I 

get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results will dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 

Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-:-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
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Thank you for the update. 
We are collecting hourly at SWPP crib, driving samples to Euro fins thjs morning, results later afternoon. Lake 
survey in morning, drive samples in afternoon, results late night. I will forward results to you and Dave as I get 
them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent from my Veri.z.on. Samsung Galaxy sma1tphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas(~),cpa.gov> 
Date: 4/11/17 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alrul.Starkra),ci1yofchicago.or!l>, Dave McMillan <davc,mcmijlan@illinois.gov>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <MIIollinQ1ali_d~rn.IN.gov>, feighnerb(q1mi<..:higan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release I::R Notification #1 (lnitial) Portage, TN 

The last that I heard. they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso iater tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 8:02PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent from my Verizon. Sanmmg Galaxy smanphonc 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas(ci)epa.gov> 
Date: 4/11117 2:53PM (GMT-06:00) 
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To: "Stark, Alan" <Aian.Stark(U),citvofchicaao.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chr.ome Release ER Notification # I (lnitial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:A!.?. r:J:.~tc.u:l@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <PAY.LM£MILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <QQ.v..thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <.~JI_r..r:.~tt.Murpb,;L@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie 
<Ju I ie. HernandezTom!Lil.@ cityof~l}l£,ggQ,Q£g>; Putz, And rea <Andrea. Pug.@sJ.!..'iQf.f.hkago .org>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@ci~_yofchi<;~o.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.SchY,Yer@cityof.fhicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Sal inas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene 
<lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Stee l Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of t he west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sam piing of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [m.9.iJ.t.o.:D~V~!v'I(:MILLAN@IIiinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprill1, 2017 1:50 PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@lllinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Berries, Samuel [mailtQ;bor:ri~s.sarpuel@~a.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48 PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
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Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current info rmation. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notificatio n List <RS ER Notification list@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <magu ire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<li ppert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <p_ehnke .kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <meQdez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23116 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/11117 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, lN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
Burns Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC # 11 75399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facili ty was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This in..formation \vas immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene . EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dtmes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. fish and Wi ldlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct 'r\'ater 
sampling. lnvestigations arc under way to detennine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amotmt of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

~edia Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 
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fij ------·--------·-··-·-----·---

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 

Emergency Response Branch 

77 W. Jackson Bivd., SE-SJ 

Chicago, IL 60604 

312-886-5907 office 

312-802-9637 . cell 

EJ 
State of lliinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product. may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlavvful. If you have received th is communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po , Thomas 

From: Mendez, Thomas 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 7:05PM 
To: 

Cc: 

Berries, Samuel; EI-Zein. Jason; Brown, Jaime; Ribordy, Michael; Mankowski, Matthew: Augustyn, James; Kelley, Jeff; 
Bassler, Rachel; Deamer, Eileen; dgreinke@ioem.IN.gov 

Subject 
Attachments: 

Eoc, Epahq; Behnke, Kristina: Beslow. Mike; Maguire, Andrew; Thomas, Craig; Lippert, Jeffrey; Cashmere. Jason: Goeks. 
Todd; Johnson, Mark; Karecki, Edward; Rowan. Anne; Reshkin, Karen: Maraldo, Dean; Donnelly. Peggy; Poy, Thomas 
U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 
IMG_3495.jpg 

Update as of: 4112117 at 17:30 CST 

Overvie·w: Sampling continued for a second day on 411211 7. Stakcho ldcrs convened for an end of day n1ceting 
to discuss the ongoing response at US Steel regarding the release of hexavalent chrome. Stakeholders present 
included l) St-<: PA, US Steel, lD.I::M, National Park Service and Indiana American Water, Portage Police and a 
representatives fo r the beaches of City of Po1tagc. 
EPA represent.atives were available lo the press for a briefing at approximately 15:30 on411 2/1 7 and answered 
inquiries regarding the response effort. 

• Sampling data has been coming in from 4/11/17 sampling events. 
o Some residual chrome can still be seen in water sampling result<; 

• Additional sampling points have been identified and is ongoing. 
o Some predete1mined sampling point<; were not able to be sampled due to safety concerns on the 

water and the level of wave action. However corresponding shore sediment samples and wading 
level water samples were taken. 

• US Steel has said based on their compliance composite samplers, they released 138.8 lbs of chrome on 
April J Ot11 and 206.72 lbs of chrome on lllh. 

El' A, State, IJocal, and other Federal Agency Action: 
• [ndiana American Water 's intake is sti11 currently shut down. 
• Continued sampling of Bums Ditch and Lake Michigan wi ll continue tomorrow 4/13117 
• National Park Service beaches are still currently closed. 

o Sediment sampling of the shoreline has started and will correspond with water samples north in 
Lake Michigan 

NEWS Coverage: 
http://www.nbcchicago.com/news/locai/Chemicai-Spiii-Forces-Ciosure-of-lndiana-Dunes-Beaches-419279844.html 
http://www.fox32chicago.com/news/local/248120304-story 
http://abc7chicago.com/news/us-steel-reports-chemical-spill-in-portage-canal/1862338/ 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

Thomas Mendez 
Emergency Response Branch 
On Scene Coordinator 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
77 W Jackson Blvd (SE-5J) 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
312-353-8242 
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**''Please note as of 01/06/2017: I will no longer be with the Water Division of EPA RegionS and hove taken o position with EPA Region 5 Superfund. For all 
water related questions please contact my previous supervisor ''PJJ..Y.f.,.i>...qr..b.gra@_g_esJ:.9..C!J:. "'** 

Confidential: This transmission may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work product or otherwise privileged material. Do not release under 
FOIA without appropriate review. If this message has been received by you in error, you are instructed to delete th is message, together with any 
attachments, from your computer and all storage media, whether electronic or hard copy. 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: 
To: 

Tnursday, April13, 2017 8:45AM 
Mendez, Thomas 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release. Portage. IN 

Tom: Do you know how US Steel came up with pounds of chrome? Concentration x Volume of water, I 
assume (?) Plus, is the mass total chromium or hexavalent chromium? 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Mendez, Thomas 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 7:05PM 
To: Borries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov>; EI-Zein, Jason <el-zein.jason@epa.gov>; Brown, Jaime 
<brown.jaime@epa.gov>; Ribordy, Michael <ribordy,mike@epa.gov>; Mankowski, Matthew 
<mankowski.matthew@epa.gov>; Augustyn, James <augustyn.james@epa.gov>; Kelley, Jeff <kelley.jeff@epa.gov>; 
Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov>; Deamer, Eileen <deamer.eileen@epa.gov>; dgreinke@idem.IN.gov 
Cc: Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike 
<beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Thomas, Craig <thomas.craig@epa.gov>; 
Lippert, Jeffrey <lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Cashmere, Jason <cashmere.jason@epa.gov>; Goeks, Todd 
<goeks.todd@epa.gov>; Johnson, Mark <johnson.mark@epa.gov>; Karecki, Edward <karecki.edward@epa.gov>; Rowan, 
Anne <rowan.anne@epa.gov>; Reshkin, Karen <Reshkin.Karen@epa.gov>; Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov>; 
Donnelly, Peggy <Donnel ly.Peggy@epa.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Update as of: 4112/17 at 17:30 CST 

Overview: Sampli ng continued for a second day on 4/12/17. Stakeholders convened for an end of day meeting 
to discuss the ongoing response at US Steel regarding the release of hexavalent chrome. Stakeholders present 
included USEPi\., US Steel, IDEM, National Park Service and Indiana i\.rnerican Water, Portage Police and a 
representatives for the beaches of City of Portage. 
EPA representatives were available to the press for a briefing at approximately 15:30 on 4/12/17 and answered 
inquiries regarding the response effort. 

• Sampling data has been coming in from 4111117 sampling events. 
o Some residual chrome can still be seen in water sampling results 

• Additional sampling points have been identified and is ongoing. 
o Some predctem1incd sampling points were not able to be sampled due to safety concerns on the 

water and the level of wave action. However corresponding shore sediment samples and wading 
level water samples were taken. 

• US Steel has said based on their complianee composite samplers, they released 138.8 Jbs of chrome on 
April 1 Ot11 and 206.72 lbs of chrome on 11th. 

EI) A, State, Local, and other Feder·al Agency Action: 
• Indiana American Water's intake is still currently shut down. 
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• Continued sampling of Burns Ditch and Lake Michigan will continue tomorrow 4/13/17 
• National Park Service beaches are still currently closed. 

o Sediment sampling of the shoreline has started and will correspond with water samples north in 
Lake Michigan 

NEWS Coverage: 
http://www.nbcchicago.comLnews/locaJKhemicai-Spiii-Forces-Ciosure-of-lndiana-Dunes-Beaches-419279844.html 
.b.ll!2j/www.fox32chicago.com/news/locai/248120304-sto_cy 
http: I I a bc7 ch icago. com/ newsL us-stee 1-repo rts-ch em ica 1-sp iII-in-po rtage-ca na 1/1862338/ 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

Thomas Mendez 
Emergency Response Branch 
On Scene Coordinator 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
77 'vV Jackson Blvd (SE-5J) 
Chicago, Jllinojs 60604 
312-353-8242 

***Please note as of 01/06/2017: I will no longer be with the Water Division of EPA Region 5 and have taken a position with EPA Region 5 Superfund. For all 
water related questions please contact my previous supervisor .IIJ!.'.!Jf!.:.P...a...r..l>..C!.!..CJ..@.I!.P.J!.,g.Q.V.. *** 

Confidential: This transmission may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work product or otherwise privileged material. Do not release under 
FOIA without appropriate review. If this message has been received by you in error, you are instructed to delete this message, together with any 
attachments, from your computer and all storage media, whether electronic or hard copy. 

100 



Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Poy. Thomas 
Thursday, April13, 2017 8:53AM 
Mary Hollingsworth 
US Steel 

Mary: Has any of the NW Indiana systems done monitoring for hexavalent chromium due to the US Steel 
release other than Indiana American Water at Ogden Dunes? Any results? I understand that the initial Ogden 
Dunes sampling were non-detect. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Brown, Alicia 
Thursday, April 13, 2017 9:00AM 
Pickard, Brian; Opie, Jodie 
Tingley, Kevin; Poy, Thomas 

Subject: RE: EOC Spot Report: Region 5. U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chromium Release, Portage, IN (NRC# 1175399)- Update #2 

Hi Brian, 

Not at this momc11t, the water teams are not involved. If, it changes, we will let you know. 

Alicia 

From: Pickard, Brian 
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2017 8:38AM 
To: Opie, Jodie <opie.jodie@epa.gov>; Brown, Alicia <brown.alicia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Pickard, Brian <Pickard.Brian@epa.gov>; Tingley, Kevin <Tingley.Kevin@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EOC Spot Report: Region 5, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chromium Release, Portage, IN (NRC# 1175399)- Update 

#2 

Hi Jodie and Alicia, 

I'm fil ling in for Kevin this week while he's on leave and wanted to check in to see if you or Region 5 Water Teams have 
had any involvement with this Hex Chrome release. We're getting some interest from HQ management on it. 

Thanks, 

-Brian 

Brian C. Pickard, P.E., BCEE, MBA 
Team Leader, Security Assistance Branch 
EPA OW-OGWDW-Water Security Division 

Ph .?Q?...c?_fi1,Q~_nfr::>i~_~2..~~L!?rl§_IJ_@_gp...9:g9..Y 

From: Workman, Rosemary 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 9:27AM 
To: Pickard, Brian <Pickard.Brian@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EOC Spot Report: Region 5, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chromium Release, Portage, IN (NRC# 1175399}- Update 
#2 

See the note about the water treatment plant.. .. can you all investigate with our regional partners and see if the water 
team is involved? 

It is too bad that the contamination one pager isn't ready yet. 

From: Eoc, Epahq 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 6:23PM 
To: Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov> 
Subject: EOC Spot Report: Region 5, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chromium Release, Portage, IN (NRC# 1175399}- Update #2 
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Po , Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hollingsworth, Mary <MHolling@idem.IN.gov> 
Thursday, April 13. 2017 9:04 AM 
Poy, Thomas 
RE: US Steel 

Not that I'm aware of, but I can check 

Mary E. Hollingsworth 
Drinking Water Branch Chief 
Office of Water Quality 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management 
IGCN 1201 
100 North Senate Avenue 
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2251 
317-232-8741 

From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:poy.thomas@epa.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2017 9:53 AM 
To: Holl ingsworth, Mary 
Subject: US Steel 

****This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. **** 

Mary: Has ar~y of the NW Indiana systems done monitoring for hexavalent ct1romium due to the US Steel 
release other than Indiana American Water at Ogden Dunes? Any results? l understand that the initial Ogden 
Dunes sampling were non-detect. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

105 



Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Pickard, Brian 
Thursday, April 13, 2017 9:05AM 
Brown. Alicia; Opie, Jodie 
Tingley, Kevin; Poy, Thomas; Pickard, Brian 

Subject: RE: EOC Spot Report: Region 5, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chromium Release, Portage, IN (NRC# 1175399)- Update #2 

Got it, Alicia- thanks for getting back to me and appreciate you keeping me in the loop if anything changes. 

-Brian 

From: Brown, Alicia 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 10:00 AM 
To: Pickard, Brian <Pickard.Brian@epa.gov>; Opie, Jodie <opie.jodie@epa.gov> 
Cc: Tingley, Kevin <Tingley.Kevin@epa.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: EOC Spot Report: Region 5, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chromium Release, Portage, IN (NRC# 1175399}- Update 
#2 

Hi Brian, 

Not at this moment, the water teams are not involved. If, it changes, we will let you k:nmv. 

Alicia 

From: Pickard, Brian 
Sent; Thursday, April13, 2017 8:38AM 
To: Opie, Jodie <opie.jodie@epa.gov>; Brown, Alicia <brown.alicia@epa.gov> 
Cc: Pickard, Brian <Pickard.Brian@epa.gov>; Tingley, Kevin <Tingley.Kevin@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EOC Spot Report: Region 5, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chromium Release, Portage, IN (NRC# 1175399)- Update 

#2 

Hi Jodie and Alicia, 

I'm filling in for Kevin this week while he's on leave and wanted to check in to see if you or Region 5 Water Teams have 
had any involvement with this Hex Chrome release. We're getting some interest from HQ management on it. 

Thanks, 

-Brian 

Brian C. Pickard, P.E., BCEE, MBA 
Team Leader, Security Assistance Branch 
EPA OW-OGWDW-Water Security Division 

Ph 20~?..§.1,Q~nLr?.Ifk9r£Lt:>_rl9o.@g.Ra .gov 

From: Workman, Rosemary 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 9:27AM 
To: Pickard, Brian <Pickard.Brian@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: EOC Spot Report: Region 5, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chromium Release, Portage, IN (NRC# 1175399)- Update 
#2 
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See the note about the water treatment plant .... can you all investigate with our regional partners and see if the water 
team is involved? 

It is too bad that the contamination one pager isn't ready yet. 

From: Eoc, Epahq 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 6:23PM 
To: Eoc, Epahq <Eoc.Epahq@epa.gov> 
Subject: EOC Spot Report: Region 5, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chromium Release, Portage, IN (NRC# 1175399)- Update #2 

This report is being sent as a bee to prevent accidental Reply to All messages. 

UNCLASSIFIEDI/FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

EOC Spot Report: Region 5, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chromium 
Release, Portage, IN (NRC# 1175399) - Update #2 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Report as of April12, 2017 at 1815 ET 

Overview: On April 11 at approximately 09:30 CT, U.S. Steel Corporation discovered a green discoloration in 
the water near an outfall at their facility and discharging into Burns Waterway (or Bums Ditch) in Portage, 
Indiana. EPA arrived at the scene and met with U.S. Steel's environmental manager and were told that the 
facility had determined that the released materia] \Vas hexavalent chromium. U.S. Steel alleges that the source 
of the active release has now been stopped. It appears that hexavalent chromium waste reached the regular 
treatment plant on site, rather than the chromium treatment plant. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes, the 
nearest municipal water source, shut dov.n their intake on Aprilll and has switched to a reserve \Vater supply. 

State, Local and other Federal Agency Actions: The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), Indiana Department of 
Environmental Management (IDEM), National Park Service and Indiana American Water were on scene. EPA 
also notified ]ocal water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has provided an ecological risk number and the Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) has provided a human health risk number. Out of precaution, the 
National Park Service has closed four beaches (east and west of Bums Waterway) and a Rivenvalk at the 
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. The beaches and Riverwalk remain closed today (April 12). 

EPA Actions: Three EPA Region 5 OSCs are on site along with START contractors. A set of water samples 
were taken by EPA and START on Aprilll upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and downstream of the 
outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet well. E.P A and 
START continued a second day of intensive ·water sampling efforts on April 12. Outfall results still show 
detectable hexavalent chromium in the Burns \Vatenvay with overnight levels as high as 2~231 ug/L. Water 
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intake results in.i.tialJy showed hexavalent chromium levels sl1 ghtly above the detection limit, but confirmation 
sampling later showed it was at the or below the detection limit and \.vell below EPA's health-based standard for 
drinking water. EPA and the National Park Service have identified additional locations for water and sediment 
sampling along ihe lakeshore (east and west of Bums Waterway). 

Media Interest: High in the local area 
bttp://v..rww.wndu.eom/eontent/news/Chemical-spill-doses-2-beach-areas-at-lndiana-Dunes-Kafional:. 
Lakeshorc-419264 724.,]1tm1 
http://fox59.com/201 7/04/12/us-steel-spill-closes-2-indiana-beaches-on-lake-michigan/ 
http:/ /abc 7 chi cago.com/ncws/us-steel-repmis-chemical-spill-in-portage-canal/ I 8 623 3 8/ 
http://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/porter/updatc-epa-chcmicaJ-spilJ-originated-at-u-s-steel
I§.:?.i.9&nt~L~.rt.i91e b3e7bb00-6b6c-56b4-80d7-783c986bed4c.html 

Note: The HQ EOC will continue to monitor and provide updates as needed 

Steve Ridenour, Se11ior Watch Officer 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Headquarters Emergency Operations Center 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004 
202-564-3850 
mai lto:eoc.epahg@epa.gov 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Poy. Thomas 
Thursday. April 13, 2017 10:44 AM 
Borries. Samuel 
Korleski. Christopher, Timothy Henry - EPA c-· 

Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
Attachments: removed.txt; Routine CIS+ Quarterly Results.pdf; Copy of 386402.xls; MP _CTR_JSM_Sample_Locations_USSteeiSpill_ 

20170412.pdf 

Sam: The first attachment are Chicago's quarterly monitoring for Cr+6 which shows that they normally detect it 
at the Southside crib at around 0.15 ug/L. 
The second attachment is an Excel spreadsheet of their Southside crib monitoring from yesterday which shows 
concentrations in the normal range. 
The last attachment is a map showing the locations of the sampling points of their boat. The horizontal 
distance between points in the grid area is 1 mile, vertical distance is 0.5 mile. 

Alan will be sending me the sample results today but he told me that the concentration of Cr+6 at location 1 G 
(sampled from the ship's sampling port)= 1.6 ug/L; 1GD (a dip sample)= 2.0 ug/L. 
The results for 12G =0.16 ug/L and 12GD = 0.16ug/L. 

I'll send you the grid sampling results when I get them. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 6:05PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher. Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McM ilia n, Dave <DAVE.MCM I LLAN@ I IIi nois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Saleh@cityofchicago.org>; Bresnahan, William <William.Bresnahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

See below highlighted, results from first ten samples (excel sheet) in agreement with our routine samples collected 
quarterly. Remaining results from Crib lake survey being delivered to Eurofins {as of this emai l) to follow. Also attached 
GIS plot of lake grid survey, results to follow .. A.s stated earlier further sampling wil l be based on final results. 

Thanks 
Alan 
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From: Nathan Trowbridge [mailto:NathanTrowbridge@leurofinsUS.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 5:30PM 
T.o: Stark, Alan 
Subject: RE: COC Sheets 

Than~s Alan, 

I've .attacheddata for the 1st li:O sam;p)es that w~e anaiyzed~ The hext 4,-.:pJus the o~es coming ln tonight ;should be ready 
by tomorrow morning. The data looks fairly steady each hour and what 1 saw of the next 4 was similar. 'I'll let you know 

more as soon as I have data. 

If you need anything else, please let me know. I'H be here until all of the new samples are on the instrument. . I'll be at 

home checking email after that. 

Thanks, 

Nathan Trowbridge 

Phone: +I 574 472 552,8 
Mobile: +1 574 302 2590 
Erriait Nathan Trowbridge@EurofinsUS .com 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 6:09 PM 
To: Nathan Tmwbridge 
Subject: coc Sheets 

See attached completed COC from the morning and one from the Lake Survey that is on the way to you 

Alan 

.... ._. --·---··~ ... e • .,.,.,,~-
0 

_ _.. ••• 0 ., .• , ... .- ------·.-~ ... ..,..,- - ---- .. ·-----· ..... w,.., ...... ,, ... · ·~··-· ••• ~-·- ...,..,._....., .•.. _~- · ,_,,_M ____ ,.,,_..... ......... , ..... -~ ....................... ______ .. ...,.,. ...,, ·~-·---- _ _... ___ * 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressce(s) named herein and may 
contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or 
the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and .any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. 
lfyou have received this e-mail in error, p1case respond to the individual sending the message, and pennanently 
delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof. 

Notify us here to report this email ac;; sparn. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:23 PM 
To: 'Pay, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, 
Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
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Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michiqan .gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Thank you! 

From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:poy.thomas@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hemandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; f~jgJ:m~.d;>..@..olichiqg_f1..9ov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

I believe the source of the active release has been stopped and it is just residual in the outfall now. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:37 AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. M urphy@cityofch icago,Qig>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie .HernandezTom lin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 
Gary <Garv.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <dave,!]Jcmi llan.@l!.!l.ro i~.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <QAVE:....M...S:MlLLAN@lliino!_s.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike. Kel ly@ cityo fch icago.o rg>; Schwer, Patrick < Patrick.Sc~wer@cLtY.ofch icago. org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <,Mark.Oryl_gj~@.9!Y.Qfchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <§.~ . .r:y,.Lither@.o.9..@9.!yofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idern. l N.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <ko~,leski.christopher@epa .gov>; 

feighnerb@ michigan .gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfall? 

From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:poy.thomas@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Camil)er, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 
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Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch . 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [rna.ilt.Q~J~D.5ta.rt@.~Lt.'L9f~bl<:..?EQ.,QL!5J 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:08 AM 

To: Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cltyofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett <~arrett.MurQhv@cityofchiC?_lliLQig>; Hernandez
Tomlin, Julie <Julie. He rna ndezTomli n @cityofch icago .o rg>; Litherland, Gary <Ga[Y. Lithe ria osi@cityofchicagQ,QI.g>; 
Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz(alcityofchicago.ocg>; Poy, Thomas 
<poy.thomas@epa.gov>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmil!an@ill inogov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchica~>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schvver@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Fra nk.Skiadopou los@cityofch icago .o rg>; O'Malley, Mark <Ma rk.OM a lley@cityofch icago .org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<_Ed uardo.Sa linas_@ citvofchicago .o rg>; Litherland, Gary <Gary. Litherland @cityofchicago .org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Tom. 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents still counter clockwise. Hourly samples from SWPP's 68th Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 
Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Results will be forwarded as I 

get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results will dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you for the update. 
We are collectjog hourly at SW.PP crib, driving samples to Euro fins this morning, results later afternoon. Lake 
survey in morning, drive samples in afternoon, results late night. I will forward results to you and Dave as I get 
them. 

TI1anks 
Alan 

Sent fi·om my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

-------- 01iginal message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas@epa.gov> 
Date: 4/11/17 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
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To: "Stark, Alan" <Aian.Starkra;cirvofchicaQ:o.on!>, Dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illi.nois.~:rov>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <MHolling0>idcm.I:-J .Qov>, feiQhnerbtG:michiQan.Qov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, 11'\ 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples wi ll be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another fu ll round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 

Ch ief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
{312} 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto :Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 8:02PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (In itial) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent ti·ommy Verizon, Samsung Gala>.y sma1ivhone 

-------- Origina l message--------
from: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas(i:i~epa . gov> 
D ate: 411 1117 2:53PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <A ian.Stark@,cityQ.fclll~a,go.org> 
Subjecl: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent C hrome Release ER Notification //1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 

(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mai ltQ.;A ia n.St~rk@c:ltY:.9JC:J:!icago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Apri l ll, 2017 2:19 PM 

To: McM illan, Dave <Q..A.Y.~.:..fYI00.JU.6.f::J.@j_~!D...9..is.gov>; Pay, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: M urphy, Barrett <.!?..9.Il~.!J..,_MlJ!..Qb_y..@.Q!v()fchicago_,Qig>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie 
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<Julie .HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schv.ter@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Ma rk.O Malley @dtyofchicago .o rg>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo .Sa linas@citvofch icago .org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Garv.Litherland @cityofchicago .org>; Caminer, Irene 
<lrene.Carniner@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the iab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCIVfiLLAN@III inois.gov) 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 1:50PM 

To: McMillan, Dave <P..~:i.LfYIC:MJJ_~AN.@_U!inois.goy>; Cook, David <DAY.iD~~QOK@JIIiD<?L~:&QY> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Berries, Samuel Lmatlto:t?.Qrrjgs.sca..mL!gL@l~.J29:.9Q~] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48 PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 20171:46 PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@eoa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@eRa.g.QY..>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@eoa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 

<llRP.~ft.jeffrey@ep<;l_,gQ'{>; Behnke, Kristina <.R.~b.D.ke.kristina@~a..:EQY.>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thom?_~@.§.Q<;l_,.@Y> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 
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Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 41l li17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, ~' discharging into Burns Waterway (aka 
Burns Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's cnvirorunental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This infonnation was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard persmmel, vvho were also respond ing. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: ·n,e USCG, and .IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. lndiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA ha<; also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations arc under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

l11e facility bas minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

0 ··--·---··--·-·-· --···········-

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
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312.-802.-9637 cell 

u 
State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in th is communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
commun ication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, piease notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Thx 

Borries, Samuel 
Thursday, April13. 201710:55AM 
Poy. Thomas 
Re· U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (lnitia~ Portage. IN 

Sent f rom my iPhone 

On Apr 13, 2017, at 10:44 AM, Poy, Thomas <J2oy.thomas@~a.gov> wrote: 

Sam: The first attachment are Chicago's quarterly monitoring for Cr+6 which shows that they 
normally detect it at the Southside crib at around 0.15 ug/L. 
The second attachment is an Excel spreadsheet of their Southside crib monitoring from 
yesterday whicl"' shows concentrations in the normal range. 
The last attachment is a map showing the locations of the sampling points of their boat The 
horizontal distance between points in the grid area is 1 mile, vertical distance is 0.5 mile. 

Alan will be sending me the sample results today but he told me that the concentration of Cr+6 
at location 1 G (sampled from the ship's sampling port) = 1.6 ug/L; 1 GO (a dip sample) = 2.0 
ug/L. 
The results for 12G =0.16 ug/L and 12GD = 0.16ug/L. 

I'll send you the grid sampling results when I get them. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 6:05PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, 
Barrett <Barrett. M urphy@cityofch icago .o rg>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie 
<Julie. He rna ndezTom lin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Lithe ria nd@cityofchicago.org>; 
Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; 
dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, 
Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMallev@cityofchicago.org>; 
Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@citvofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary 
<Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen <Hassen.Saleh@cityofchicago.org>; Bresnahan, 
William <Wil liam.Bresnahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher 
<korlesk.l.£b..c[stopher@epa.gov>; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
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See below highlighted, results from first ten samples (excel sheet) in agreement with our routine 

samples collected quarterly. Remaining resu lts from Crib iake survey being delivered to Eurofins (as of 
this email) to follow . Also attached GIS plot of lake grid survey, results to follow. As stated earlier 
further sampling will be based on final results. 

Thanks 
Alan 

:From: Nathan Trowbridge [mailto:NathanTrowbridqe@eurofinsUS.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, Aprill2, 2017 5:30 PM 
To: Star-k, Alan 
Subject: RE: COC Sheets 

Thanks Alan, 

I've attache9 data for the 151 10 samples th'at were analyzed. The next 4,. piu~ th~e o·~e; ~o:ri\ing in to~lght 
should be ready by tomorrow morning. The data looks fairly steady ead~j'lq,ur qn9.what I saw .Of the 
n ext 4 was similar. I'll let you know more as soon as I have data. 

If you need anything else, please let me know. I'll be hereunti! ~~~ ofthe new samples·are on the 
... h ... • . ;.> • • • • ; 

inst rument. I'll be at home checking eri:l~il after that. 

Thanks, 

Nathan Tr-owbridge 

Phone: +1 574 472 ~528 
Mobile: +i S74 302.2.590 
Email: NathanT.rowbrid_ge@EurofinsUS com 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 6:09PM 
To: Nathan Trowbridge 
Subject: COC Sheets 

See attached completed COC from the morning and one from the lake Survey that is on the way to you 

Alan 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named 
herein and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the 
intended recipient of this e-mail (or the person responsib lc for delivering this document to the 
intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any dissemination~ distribution, printing or 
copying of this e-mail~ and any attaclunent thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received 
this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently delete 
the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof. 

Notify us here to report this email as spam. 
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From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:23 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, 
I rene; Putz, Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; 
Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; fgjghn~rb@lmichiqan.oov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Thank you! 

From: Poy, Thomas [DJ_q il_tp:p_QY.!..t.b9ID.9.?.~_a.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; 
Putz, Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; 
Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (I nitial) Portage, IN 

I believe the source of the active release has been stopped and it is just residual in the outfall 
now. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [m.~iltCJ.;6.1_<3..!13JE..r:k@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:37 AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <.Q.Q.Y.,!JJ.Qr:IL9._~~R.<3~'{>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchiC.£RQ.,g_cg>; Murphy) 
Barrett <.§.2_rrett.M_!J.l.PJlY_@.cl!yofchicago.Qig>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Ju lie 
<Jul ie. Herna f!.dezT q.mlln@.gty_ofchicag9 .o_r:g>; Litherland, Gary <G a ry.Litherla nd @<;.l!.YQ:fchicago .o rg>; 
Caminer, Irene <lr~!l~.:...~.9_Qting_r..@cityofchicago .org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityoJchicago.org>; 
dave McMillan <dave:...mcQ~illaJl@i llinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchic_(3..&9..:.Qrg>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, 
Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; 
Salinas, Eduardo <Edu~rdo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary 
<Gary.Litherland@_cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher 
<korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfall? 

From: Poy, Thomas [mo?ilto:poy.thomas@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; 
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Putz, Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; 
Skiaqopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feiqhnerb!,Olmichigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating 
that the chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:.A.Ian.Stark@citvofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@citvofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. M u rphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; 
Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@citvofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@citvofchicago.org>; 
Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, 
Christopher <Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLA.N@IIIinois.gov>; 
Kelly, Mike <Mike.Kelly@citvofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; 
Skiadopoulos, Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 
Gary <Gary. Litherland @cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Tom, 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents sti ll counter clockwise. Hourly samples from SWPP's 681
h Street Crib complex in route to 

Eurofins in South Bend. Lake Survey undervvay, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets 
back. Results will be forwarded as I get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results will 
dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; Poy, Thomas; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notificat ion # 1 (I nitial) Portage, ~N 

Tom 
Thank you for the update. 

120 



We arc collecting hourly at SWPP crib, driving samples to huro tins this moming, results later 
afternoon. Lake survey in moming, drive samples in afternoon, results late night. I will forward 
results to you and Dave as l get them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent from my Verizon. Samsung Galaxy smarlphonc 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <p_ov .thom ?.~@~l?.?..,g_qy> 
Date: 411 1/ 17 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <A lan.Starktq{citvofch!<;;:~gQ.:Qig>, Dave McMillan 
<dave.mcmillan@il I inois.gov>, Mary Hollingsworth <~iliolling(a?idem. TN .gov>, 
fei ghnerbfa1michigan.1wv 
Subject: RE: U.S. Stcclllcxavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Jnitial) Portage, IN 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the 
outfall , and downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana 
American Water intake and wet well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the 
water intake. were sent to an on-site lab for rapid turnaround. The highest concentration of in 
the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The samples taken at the American Water 
intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the samples will be sent off 
to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, samples will 
be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples wi ll be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA • Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Apri l ll, 2017 8:02PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy ~maJtphone 

-------- Original message--------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <poy.thomas@erm.gov> 
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Date: 4/11117 2:53 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark. Alan" <Alan.Starkra!citvofchicaao.orrr> 

.; ·-- ·--· . ~ ... ; ........ ----....... ___ . 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.orgl 

Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19PM 

To: McMillan, Dave <Q_AVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 

Cc: Murphy, Barrett <BC)rrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 

<Jl11J~.f::t§ED.'3.JJ!:.i__g_~To_r}].UD~@£!!vofchicago.or:g>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, 

Mike <Mik§,.K§l!v@£i.1Y9.f£b.l<;;ago.q.r:g>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, 

Mark <JY.IC!Ik,Qfv'}_(llJg_y@~C:.it.YQ.f£bJ.fago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; 

Skiadopoulos, Frank <f.IC!Ok,?.l\t9..99DOULQ.s,.@ci_t.ygfc~L~9..:.Qr.g>; Litherland, Gary 

<Ga_cy"-~jth_§.r:I?.D.<;I@_c;i!Y.Qfi::J)l<;9..RQ~Q.m>; Caminer, Irene < l rene.Camin~cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out 

of the west. For precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles 

from the lab. Tomorrow, out of an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, 

quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 

Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 1:50PM 

To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MC~ILLAN@_illinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAY,lQ.COOK@III inois:RQY> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Berries, Samuel [mailto:borries.samuel@Jepa.aov] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:48 Pf\1 
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To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zem, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current informat ion. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, 
Jeffrey <lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas 
<m ~ ndez. ~ho mas @epa .gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

E R Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, I>ortage, IN 

Region 5 F:R Notification #1 (Initial): l\"RC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, 
Portage, fN 

Report as of: 09/23116 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/ 11 /17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a 
green discoloration in the water ncar an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into 
Bwns Waterway (aka Burns Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center 
(1\RC #1175399). OSC Thomas contacted the reporting parting regarding thi s incident, and was 
to ld the facility was conducting an investigation to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then 
contacted OSCs Bestow and Mendez, who were nearby, to investigate as well. 

Upon aniving at the scene. OSCs Bestow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental 
manager and were told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent 
chrome. This information was immediately shared with United States Coast Guard personnel. 
who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on 
scene. EPA has notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana 
American Water in Ogden Dunes has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 
hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. the Department of the Interior and the 
National Park Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC 1\ndy Maguire and START arc mobilizing to the scene to conduct 
water sampling. Investigations arc under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, 
the amount of hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The faci lity has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce 
through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 
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EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

0 __________ .. ______________ _ 

Craig Thomas 

US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 

Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 

312-802-9637 cell 

10 c~-~~1 

State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is 
confidential, may be attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information 
or internal deliberative staff communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. 
Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited 
and may be unlawfu l. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender 
immediately by return e-mail and destroy th is communication and all copies thereof. including all 
attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 

<removed. txt> 

<Routine Cr6+ Quarterly Results.pdf> 

<Copy of386402.xls> 

<.MP _ CTR_JSM_ Sample_Locations_ USSteelSpill_20170412.pdf> 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Poy, Thomas 
Thursday. April 13, 2017 11 :02 AM 
Mendez. Thomas 

Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
Attachments: removed. txt; Routine Cr6+ Quarterly Results.pdf: Copy of 386402.xls. MP _CTR_JSM_Sample_Locations_USSteeiSpill_ 

20170412 pdf 

Tom. Per our discussion .. 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 

USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 10:44 AM 

To: Borries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov> 

Cc: Korleski, Christ opher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; Timothy Henry- EPA <Henry.Timothy@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Sam: The first attachment are Chicago's quarterly monitoring for Cr+6 which shows that they normally detect it 
at the Southside crib at around 0.15 ug/L. 
The second attachment is an Excel spreadsheet of their Southside crib monitoring from yesterday which shows 
concentrations in the normal range. 
The last attachment is a map showing the locations of the sampling points of their boat. The horizontal 
distance between points in the grid area is 1 mile, vertical distance is 0.5 mile. 

Alan will be sending me the sample results today but he told me that the concentration of Cr+6 at location 1 G 
(sampled from the ship's sampling port) = 1.6 ug/L; 1 GO (a dip sample) = 2 0 ug/L. · 
The results for 12G =0.16 ug/L and 12GD = 0.16ug/L. 

I'll send you the grid sampling results when I get them. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 

USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 

Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 6:05PM 

To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 

<Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 

Gary <Garv.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 

<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 

<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 

<Mike. Ke lly@ cityofchicago .org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago .o rg>; Sl<iadopoulos, Frank 

<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
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<f_g_uardq,~alin~@.fi.t.YS:>fC:hif.<:lgQ,Q.Cg>; Litherland, Gary <§arv_Jitherland@cityofchicago.or.g>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Jias~en_,~a l e_h@.f..!!Y_()j_c:.bic:?..gQ ,QEg>; Bresnahan, William <William.Bresnahan@cityofchicago.org> 

Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHQI.JJ_r}K@_lc:l_~_r.D_JJi.&Q..Y>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christooher@ep?._"gpy>; 

fe igb_D_t?!.P._@_Q!if._biga n ,.RQ_Y. 
Subject: RE: U_$. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

See below highlighted, results from first ten samples (excel sheet) in agreement with our routine samples collected 

quarterly. Remaining results from Crib lake survey being delivered to Eurofins (as of this email) to follow. ?-!so attached 

GIS p lot of lake grid survey, results to fol low. As stated earlier further sampling will be based on final results. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Nathan Trowbridge [mailto; NathanJ_rqyyJ:)s.idg~.@..<;JJ.r~un~D.~~<:orn] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12,.2017 5:30PM 
To: Star'k, Alan 
Subject: RE: COC Sheets 

Thanks Alan, 

I've. attached data for the 1st 10 samples that were analyzed. The next 4, plus the ones Comi_nk1Q,i~;l1)ght shoul~ ·be ready 

by tomorrow morning_ The· data looks fairiy steady each hour: and what I saw, of the next 4 was s1rnifirr:, · :!:lllet you know 
• ' • ' • • .• .• • • " "''' ~ ' .....,. •• -.-.", .. ~ .1 • ' 

more as soon .as :1 have data. -
~v , 

'If yo:U need anything e!se, please let me know. I' ll be here until all of the new sarnple.s are on 'the instrument. I'll be at 

home checking emaiLafter that. 

. Thanks, 

Nathan Trowbridge 

Phone: +1 574 472 5528 
Mobiie +1 574 3'02 2590 
Email: Nathan T rowbridge@EurofinsUS.com 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian ,._~g_r.K_@<;:lcyofc_hicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 6:09 PM 
To: Nathan Trowbridge 
Subject: COC Sheets 

See attached completed COC from the morning and one from the Lake Survey that is on the way to you 

Alan 

TI1is e-mail~ and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may 
contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or 
the person responsible for delivering tllis document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited, 
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If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and pem1anently 
delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof. 

~otify us here to report this email as sparn. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:23 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, I rene; Putz, 
Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, 
Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feiahnerb@michi9.9.!J.:.9..QY. 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Thank you ! 

From: Poy, Thomas [rnctiltg:poy.thomas@eoa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, I rene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

l believe the source of the active release has been stopped and it is just residual in the outfall now. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April l2, 2017 10:37 AM 
To: Poy, Thom as <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. M urphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Ju lie <Julie. He rna ndezTom lin@cityofchicago. o rg>; Lithe ria nd, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@citvofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Garv.Litherland@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN .gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@eoa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfall? 
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From: Poy, Thomas [r.:n9. iJ~g_:QQy,tb..9m~-~!..@_~Q.9..,gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:35 Atv'f 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerbCmmichigan.oov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [rQ?iLt_Q.P,Ian.Stark@cJ!ygfc.:_h.i<::?.BO.orgJ 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: Ames, Mort <.MoU.Ames@_c.:_ijy..Q_fchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murohy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez
Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; 

Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@citvofchicago.org>; Poy, Thomas 
<poy.thomas@epa.gov>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 

<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@lllinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@citvofchicag_o.o_rg>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo .Sa linas@cityofchicago. o rg>; Lithe ria nd, Gary <Gary. Llt herla nd @cityofch icago .org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Tom, 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents still counter clockwise. Hourly samples from SWPP's 68th Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 
Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Resu lts will be forwarded as I 
get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results will dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Pay, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification # 1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you for the update. 
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We arc collecting hourly at S\VPP crib, driving samples to Euro fins trus morning, results later afternoon. Lake 
survey in morning, drive samples in aftemoon, results late night. I will forward results to you and Dave as l get 
them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsnng Gala>..y smartphonc 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <QQ..v.thomas~ii~p_g,ggy> 
Date: 4/11/17 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Starkra),cityofch.icagq,_Qrg>, Dave McMillan <davc.mcmil1 ru.W:f:W_i.!!ois.gov>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <MHolling(d,idciTLll\,J .gov>, fu!ghnerb(qJJ11ichigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification //1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another ful l round of samples will be taken tom on ow 
morning 

Tom Poy 
Ch ief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
{312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailtQ.A.Lan.Stark@cityg_f£tllf~go.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 8:02PM 

To: Pay, Thomas <poy.thom~..i@~g_y:> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent from my Verizon. Samsung Galaxy smartphonc 

-------- Original message--------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas({.i)epa.gov> 
Date: 4/11117 2:53 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Aian.Stark(a).citvofchicago.org> 
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Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification 41 (Initial) Portage, rN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 

USE PA - Region 5 

(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Alan.Stark@cityofchLggo.org]  

Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 2:19 PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN Illinois. ov>; Poy, Thomas <poy_Jhomas_Eepa.gov> 

Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 

<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@citypfchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 

<Mike.Kelly@ciWfchicqgp.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@city_ofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 

<Mark.0Malley@cityofchicag,tiorg>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 

<Frank.Skiadopoulos@citvofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gaiy.Litherlandecitvofchica_go.org>; Caminer, Irene 

<Irene.Camineracity9fchicago.org> 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 

precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 

an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 

for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 

Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMILLAN@Illinois.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 

Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:50 PM 

To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@Illinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@Illinois.gL:_w> 

Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

    

From: Borries, Samuel [mailto:borries.samuel©,epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48 PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
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Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FVv: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@eQa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<llP_Qert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thOI'T).9§@~..J2E...gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (lnitial): NRC# 1 175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/11/17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, JN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
Bums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the Kational Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thoma<> then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's cnviroim1ental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the matetial was hexavalent chrome. This information was immediately 
shared with United St.at.es Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have anived on scene. EPA has . 
notified locaJ water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobili7.ing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to detennine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent ofthe release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-86 72 
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~ ., _______ .,, .. ,.,_, ____________ _ 

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 

Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-5J 

Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

EJ 
State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication , and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Mendez. Thomas 
Thursday, April13, 2017 12:08 PM 
Berries, Samuel; EI-Zein. Jason. Brown. Jaime: Ribordy, Michael; Mankowski. Matthew; Augustyn, James; Kelley, Jeff; 
Bassler, Rachel; Deamer, Eileen; dgreinke@idem.IN.gov 
Eoc, Epahq; Behnke, Kristina; Beslow, Mike; Maguire, Andrew; Thomas. Craig; Lippert. Jeffrey: Cashmere, Jason; Goeks. 
Todd; Johnson. Marl<; Karecki , Edward; Rowan, Anne; Reshkin, Karen; Maraldo, Dean; Donnelly, Peggy; Poy, Thomas; 
Henry, Timothy; Korleski, Christopher 
RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release. Portage. IN 

Update as of: 4/13117 at 12:00 CST 

Overview: Stakeholders convened for a moming meeting to discuss the ongoing response at US Steel 
regarding the release of hexavalent chrome. Stakeholders present included USEPA, US Steel, IDEM, National 
Park Service and Indiana American Water, Portage Police and a representatives for the beaches of City of 
Portage. Sampling continued for a third day on 4/13/17. 

• Sampling Data 
o Data has been coming in from earlier sampling events. 
o Quality control is being performed on the data and it will be shared ~ith relevant stakeholders as 

soon as it has gone through QNQC. 
• Current Sampling 

o A larger boat was secured for sampling today and all non-wading water samples will be taken 
from this one boat. 

o Shoreline and wading level sediment and water samples will be completed 

EPA, State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: 
• Indiana American Water 

o Indiana American Water will continue to have their water intake closed and has indicated that it 
will not be reopened until at least Monday. They have requested sampling to continue and are 
looking 1or three consecutive days of non-detect. 

• National Park Service 
o National Park Service will continue to have their beaches closed until sampling data can show 

that no contamination is present. Sampling at their beaches continues. 

NEWS Coverage: 
http://ltWW .abc57.com/clip/l3245309/epa-responds-to-chemical-spill-that-close-parts-of-lake-michigan 
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EPA responds to che:mirn1 spn1 that dose parts of Lake 
!\~iehigan 
ABC57 produc~$ 44.5. htJUt'B: c.fJh;e, _local~1.ecws anctweatl}er 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

Thomas Mendez 
Emergency Response Branch 
On Scene Coordinator 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
77 \V Jackson Blvd (SE-5J) 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
312-353-8242 
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Po, Thomas 

F~om: 

Sent: 
Star1<, Alan <Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Thursday, April13, 2017 1:22PM 

To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland. Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz. Andrea; dave 
McMillan; Wheat. Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer. Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mali<: Salinas. 
Eduardo; Litherland. Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan. William 

Cc: Mary Hollingsworth: Korleski. Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
Attachments: removed.txt; US Steel Lake Survey East of SWPP 68th Crib 041217 Cr+ .x1s; SWPP 68th Crib 041217 Cr+ .xis; Cr5+ Lk 

Survey 041217.pdf 

Al l 

Attached are the resu lts f rom yesterday 
• All Samples col lected at SWPP from SWPP's 68th Street Crib Complex are wit hin normal range. 
• The Lake Survey (see attached)consisted of 16 sample locations and 19 samples. Three samples with the suffix 

of D indicates a Dip cont rol sample to validate pumped sample. 
• Location lG and 1GD show results an order of magnitude higher that all other results at 2.0 and 1.6 

respectively. This location is one of the nearest sampling locations (about a mi le)near the spill. 

Today 

• IEPA and USEPA were notified by phone this morning 
• It was determined to expand the grid based Lake Survey sampl ing to verify and follow the possible plume and 

continue sampling SWPP's Crib every t wo hours. 
• NOAA Lake Michigan flow cu rrent model shows the CURRENT HAS REVERSED from t he previous two days of 

west to east, NOW THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 
• THEREFORE CHANGE IN DIRECTION OF PLUM E TO THE WEST 
• TESTING WILL CONTINUE 

Thanks 
Alan 

Alan, 

Attached are 2 exce l spreadsheets with all of the results from samples received yesterday. Final reports will hopeful ly 
be sent out later today. 

If you need anything else, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Nathan Trowbridge 
Client Services Manager 

Eurofins Eaton Analytical, Inc. 
110 South Hill Street, South Bend, IN 46617 
Phone: 574 472 5528 
Mobile: 574 302 2590 
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Email: Nathan Trowbridge@eurofinsUS.com 
Website: http://www.EurofinsUS.com/Eaton 

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity io which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, 
retransmission. dissemination or other use of. or taking of any action in reliance upon this iniormaiion by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If 
you receive this in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer. Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error free as 
information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost. destroyed, arrive late or incomplete. The sender therefore is in no way liable for any errors or omissions in the content of this 
message which may arise as a result of email transmission. If verification is required, please request a hard copy. We take reasonable precautions to ensure our emai!s are 
free from viruses. You need, however, to verify that this email and any attachments are free of viruses, as we can take no responsibility for any computer viruses, which might 
be transferred by way of this email. We may monitor all email communication through our networks. If you contact us by email, we may store your name and address to 
facilitate communication. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, Aprill2, 2017 6:04PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, Wirliam 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

See below highlighted, results from first ten samples (excel sheet) in agreement with our routine samples collected 
quarterly. Remaining resu lts from Crib lake survey being delivered to Eurofins (as of this email) to follow. Also attached 
GIS plot of lake grid survey, results to follow. As stated earlier further sampling will be based on final results. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Nathan Trowbridge .[mailto:NathanTrowbridge@_~Jdi.9fins_V...$.-'..c;prrrJ 
Ser:tt: Wednesday, April12, 2017 5:30PM 
To~~stark, Alan 
S'-!~J~~:: RE: COC Sheets 

I've att.ached d(lt~>fob:he l s1 10 samples that were analyzed. The next 4, plus the ones coming in tonight should be ready 
by tomorrow l)lo'rrdng:. Jhe data looks fairly steady each hour and what I saw of the next 4 was similar. I'll let you know 

more as soon 9s I h~y~ data. 

If you need anything E{lse, please let rne know. I'll be here until all of the new samples are on the instrument. I'll be at 
home checkjng email after that~ . 

Thanks, 

Nathan Trowbridge 

Phone: +1 574 472 5528 
Mobile +1 574 302 2590 
iErnail: Nathan T rowbridge@EurofinsUS. com 
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From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicaoo.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 6:09PM 
To: Nathan Trowbridge 
Subject: COC Sheets 

See attached completed COC from the morning and one from the Lake Survey that is on the way to you 

Alan 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the a.ddressee(s) named herein and ma.y 
contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. lf you arc not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or 
the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you arc hereby notilied that any 
dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, <md any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received tlus e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and penmmently 
delete the 01iginal and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof. 

Notii)' us here to report this email as spam. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:23 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, 
Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Thank you! 

From: Poy, Thomas [mail to_;.QQyJbQm9s.@gp9.,9.QY.] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighner!;>,@rnichiqan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

I believe the source of the active release has been stopped and it is just residual in the outfall now, 

Tom 

Tom Pay 

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan (mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago,org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:37 AM 

137 



To: Poy, Thomas <p_QY.:..tD.QDJ9_?._@_~q_g.Q~>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 

<Barrett.r·VIurphy.@fityof~_bi<:_?_gQ,QTg>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie .HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 

Gary <Gary.Litherlan_d@city.Qf~bjcagg_.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@citvofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 

<Andrea. Putz @cityofchicago. org>; dave McMi II an <dav_e .m<:DJ.i!J?._r}@ i! I inois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 

<Christo.Q.her.Wheat@cityofchicago,.Qrg>; McMillan, Dave <.QAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 

<!Ylik~.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <f.?..tr_i<:k.,?..f.bwec@£Lt.yofchicago.or_g>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 

<.E.rank.Skiadopoulos@citvofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark..:.Q.f:v.1?.!!~:@_city_gfct}_L£_ggo.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 

<_~_gu_?.r:do.Sa linas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <§.?...rY.Ji th~d?..Oc.l@£Lt.YQfffiL<:_?.g.Q:..9.JE> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <.ls.Q..d~.?i<l.<;llri~!QPJl:gr@_Eill?.:E.9Y>; 

f~J.RbiJ.§CQ_@_r:.ni_~bjga n ,R9.Y 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfall? 

·--------·-----......... .. 

From: Poy/ Thomas Lm9.iJtg_:pgy,Jb9ma~@~pa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: Stark1 Alan; Ames1 Mort; Murphy1 Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland1 Gary; Caminer1 I rene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat1 Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer1 Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley/ Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; f~[g_b_nerb@'lmichigan .gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 

USEPA- Region 5 

{312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mai lto:Aian.St~rk_@ci!Y_g.fchicago.org] 

Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:08 AM 

To: Ames, Mort <Mort.Ame~@<;;l!Y~Qf<;;b[<;;<.~gQ , .QTg>; Murphy, Barrett <Barrett. Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez

Tomlin, Julie <Julie.ljerna!J...9~.~I9.J..1JI.iO@~_itygfc:bJf..qg.Q_.org>; Litherland, Gary <Garv.Litherland@cityofchicago.:..Q..Cg>; 
Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer.@s.i!Y...Qf.<;;b[<;;§gQ.,_Q..Cg>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Poy, Thomas 

<poy.thomas@epa.gov>; dave McMillan <Q?..Y.~_, !Il.ff!lilLa_Q.@lJJinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 

<Christopher.Wheat@citvo_fchi<:;§g.QcQ!g>; McMillan, Dave <DAVEJVICMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 

<Mike. Kelly@cityofchicggo.o[.g>; Schwer, Patrick <.P.irtdf.ls.,~.<=_hyy_er@cityofchicago .org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 

<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <_IY!_a.I.Js"OMallev@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 

<Ed ua rdo.Sa linas @cityofchicago .o rg>; Litherland, Gary <.G£!Y.Jltberland @cityofch icago .org> 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents still counter clockwise. Hourly samples fro m SWPP's 68th Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 

Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Results will be forwarded as I 

get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results will d ictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 
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Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Utherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification # 1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you for the update. 
We are collecting hourly at SWPP crib, driving samples to Euro iins this morning, results later afternoon. Lake 
survey in morning, drive samples in aftemoon, results late night. I will forward results to you and Dave as I gel 
them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent from my Vcrizon. Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message--------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas(il•cpa.Q.ov> 
Date: 4/1 1117 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan,.S_t¥k~.citvo.fc.hica!2:o.org>, Dave McM illan <davc.rncmillanraJ,illin_o._is.!!ov>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <MHolling:"ci:{idcm .lN.gov>, f.~!srlu1er1:~_@rnichisran.uov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel I Icxavalcnt Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were co llected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall , and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Pay 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [m_a ilto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 8:02PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <Qoy.tho_[las@epa.g()_y> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Init ial) Portage, IN 
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A.ny updates? 

Sent fi·om my Verizon, S<nnsung Galaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message --------
From : ''Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas(q),ep<uwv> 
Date: 4/ll/17 2:53PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark Ala..11" <Ala.n.Stark:£i!citvofchica2o.onr> " -··-·-·-··················""--- ·--···-=··L·--""'··- ··-····-·"'"'··'-'"·"'· ... ~,-....--................... _ 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 

Ch ief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 

USEPA- Region 5 

(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@~ityofchicago.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, Aprll11, 2017 2:19 PM 

To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 

Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie 

<Julie. Herna ndezTom I in @cityofch icago .o rg>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea. Putz@cityofch icago .o rg>; Kelly, Mike 

<1Vlike.Kelly@citv9fchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 

<JyJark.OMa lley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Sallnas@citvofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 

<fr::?IJ!<. S ,k ia.QQJ29JlLQ.~.@~l!YQfch ica go. o rg>; Lit he rl and, Gary <.§9~ry. Litb e ria Q.Q..@~i!.Y91<;.blf.?.KQ,Q.!:!P; Cam i ne r, Irene 

<1rg!l§,_\;,£InLn e r.@_~i!Y91f.b1~?K9.:.Q.ffi> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 

precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 

an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 

for Cr6+. Any questions please cal l me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 

Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:D.A.VE.MCf\1ILLANr:6HIIinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:53PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FVV: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 
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From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <OAVE.MCMILLAN@lllinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@lllinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Berries, Samuel [rnailto:borries.~amuel@epa.qov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48 PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: El-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notificat ion report with the current informat ion. 

Fro m: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Apri lll, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa .gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Bestow, M ike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 Gnitial) - U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1 175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release) Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/ 11 /17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
Bums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1 175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the faci lity was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez mel with U.S Steel's environmental manager and \Verc 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This information was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago~ and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and ha<> approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and \:Vildlife Service, the Department ofthc Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START arc mobilizing to the scene to conduct \Vater 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent clu·ome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 
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The facility has minimized the amount of water jt is usjng to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: 1\.ndy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

0 -·----- -·-----·--------·-·-

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-5J 

Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

[J 

State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
cornmunication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po, Thomas 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Thursday, April13, 2017 1:56PM 
Borries. Samuel: Mendez, Thomas 
Korteski , Christopher; Timothy Henry - EPA 

Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
Attachments: removed.tx1; US Steel Lake Survey East of SWPP 68th Crib 0<11217 Cr+.xls; SWPP 68th Crib 041217 Cr+.xls; Cr6+ Lk 

Survey 041217 .pdf 

Here are Chicago's analytical results from their Lake Michigan monitoring. Only the one location close to the 
US Steel plant has higher levels of Cr+6 at 2.0 ug/L and 1/6 ug/L. 

Tom Pay 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312} 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 1:22PM 
To: Pay, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Saleh@cityofchicago.org>; Bresnahan, William <William.Bresnahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Attached are the results from yesterday 
• All Samples collected at SWPP from SWPP's 681h Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 
• The Lake Survey (see attached)consisted of 16 sample locations and 19 samples. Three samples with the suffix 

of D ind icates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 
• Location lG and lGD show results an order of magnitude higher that all other results at 2.0 and 1.6 

respectively. This location is one of the nearest sampling locations (about a mile)near the spill. 

Today 

• IEPA and USEPA were notified by phone this morning 
• It was determined to expand the grid based Lake Survey sampling to verify and follow the possible plume and 

continue sampling SWPP's Crib every two hours. 
• NOAA Lake Michigan flow current model shows the CURRENT HAS REVERSED from the previous two days of 

west to east, NOW THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 
• THEREFORE CHANGE IN DIRECTION OF PLUME TO THE WEST 
• TESTING WILL CONTINUE 

Thanks 
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Alan 

Alan, 

Attached are 2 excel spreadsheets with all of the results from samples received yesterday. Final reports will hopefully 
be sent out later today. 

If you need anything else, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Nathan Trowbridge 
Client Services Manager 

Eurofins Eaton Analytical, Inc. 
110 South Hill Street, South Bend, IN 46617 
Phone: 574 472 5528 
Mobile: 574 302 2590 

Email: NathanTrowbridge@eurofinsUS.com 
Website: http:ljwww.EurofinsUS.com/Eaton 

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privilege<i materia!. Any review, 
retransmission, dissemina.tion or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon 1his information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If 
you receive this in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer. Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error free as 
information could be intercepted. corrupted. lost. destroyed, arrive late or incomplete. The sender therefore is in no way liable for any errors or omissions in the content of this 
message which may arise as a result of email transmission. If verification is required, please request a hard copy. We take reasonable precautions to ensure our emails are 
free from viruses. You need, however, to verify that this email and any attachments are free of viruses, as we can take no responsibility for any computer viruses, which might 
be transferred by way of this email. We may monitor all email communication through- our netWorks. If you contact ~~s by email. we may store your name and address to 
facilitate communication. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 6:04PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

See below highlighted, results from first ten samples (excel sheet} in agreement with our routine samples collected 
quarterly. Remaining results f rom Crib lake survey being delivered to Eurofins (as of this email) to follow. Also attached 
GIS plot of lake grid survey, results to fol low. As stated earlier further sampling will be based on final results. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Nathan Trowbridge [mailto:NathanTrowbridqe@eurofinsUS.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 5:30 PM 
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To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: RE: COC Sheets 

Thanks Alan, 

I've attached data for the 1st 10 samples that were analyzed. The next 4, plus the ones coming in tonight should be ready 
by tomorrow morning. The data looks fairly steady each hour and what I saw of the next 4 was similar. I'll let you know 
more as soon as I have data. 

If you need anything else, please let me know. I' ll be here until all oft he new samples are on the instrument. I' ll be at 
home checking email after that. 

Thanks, 

Nathan Trowbridge 

Phone: +1 574 472 5528 
Mobile: +1 574 302 2590 
Email: NathanTrowbridge@EurofinsUS.com 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, Aprill2, 2017 6:09PM 
To: Nathan Trowbridge 
Subject: COC Sheets 

See attached completed COC from the morning and one from the Lake Survey t hat is on the way to you 

Alan 

This e-mail , and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by tl1e addressee(s) named herein and may 
contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you arc not the intended recipient of Lhis e-mail (or 
the person responsible 1or delivering this document to the intended recipient), you arc hereby notiil.ed that any 
dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of lhis e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently 
delete the original and any copy of any e~mail and printout thereof 

~otify us here to report this email as sparn. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 12:23 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, I rene; Putz, 
Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, 
Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb(Q)michiqan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
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Thank you! 

From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:poy.thQ!11a?.@~Qs:\,9Q.V.] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan .g_ov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

I believe the source of the active release has been stopped and it is j ust residual in the outfall now. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312} 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [!]lai!!._Q;.Alan.Stark@cityof~hi<;;.<:!gQ&f.g} 

Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:37 AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityoffhicagq.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. M urphy@cityofchicago. org>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie <l_u liE,'. He rna nd~zTomli n..@cityofch icago_, o rg>; Lithe ria nd, 
Gary <Ga rv. Litherland @cityofch icago.o rg>; Cam iner, Irene <Irene .C.£.1Jli ne r@_cityofch ic(3_KQ.:..Qig>; Putz, And rea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Cb_d?.tQI?._Qer.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 

<.Mlk~,_K_glly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@dtyofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Fr~D.K_?.I(i"l.Q.QQOUios@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<I9.!!9.t.Q9.,?.9.JJ.Q.?.~_@9.J.!yof<J:llt::.?go . org>; Lithe ria nd, Gary <G a_ry. Litherland @cityofch icago. o rg> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <.MHQ_[Ij_Qg@jQ§.r.:rJ,U~:gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 

fgjg_b_r1~_CI}@r:D.ie:;b.ig(31}_,~ 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfall? 

From: Poy, Thomas LrnajJ.!:o:RQY..!tilQm_gg(j)_~Q$l,QQX] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; L~lg.tmerQ.@mi<::.bjg_q_o_,ggy 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
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(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
· Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10 :08 AM 
To: Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez
Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Garv.Litherland@kityofchicago.org>; 
Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago .org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@citvofchicago.org>; Poy, Thomas 
<poy.thomas@epa.gov>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@ill inois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofch icago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAV E.MCMILLAN@II Iinois .gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike. Kelly@cityofch icago.o rg>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwe r @cityofch icago.org>; Skiadopou los, Frank 
<Frani<.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMal ley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<_Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofch icago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Tom, 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents still counter clockw ise. Hourly samples f rom SWPP's 68t'"> Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 
Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples w ill be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Results will be forwarded as I 
get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results will dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, I rene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher . 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you for the update. 
We are collecting hourly at S\VPP crib, driving samples to ·Euro fins this moming, results later afternoon. Lake 
survey in morning, drive samples in afternoon, results late night. I will forward results to you and Dave as I get 
them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent from m) Vcriz.on. Samsung Galaxy smart?honc 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas'ci;epa.gov> 
Date: 4/11/17 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: ''Stark, Alan" <Alan . S lark.@citvofch.ieago.or~>, Dave McMillan <davc.mcmillan(Zi;illinois.gov>, Mary 
Hollings worth <_t1H ojJing(cyig~_m. IN .I!_Q.y>, feisdme.!:P...:4:.mi~hi gal}_,_g_Q v - -
Subject: R.E: U.S. Steel J Jexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
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The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall ,_ and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and \Net 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [DJ_a.jltc.>:Al<.J.O ,~t?.L~@.cityofc:_h.jc:_~Q,_QJ_g] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 8:02 PM 

To: Poy, Thomas <Pi>Y..:.th9.r::D.a.?._@_gJ::J(l,g.Q_'{> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent from. my V erizon, Samsung GalaX'"}' smartphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <:Q.Q.YJll:QlTI.<lSJElffi<:!:.:..g_Qy> 
Date: 4il 1/l7 2:53PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark({.iJ.citvofchica£o.oro> - -- _______ , _______ .......... --~'=' 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 

USEPA - Region 5 

(312} 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19PM 

To: M cMillan, Dave <DAVE.MC!VIILLAN@IIiinois .~>; Poy, Thomas <.Qoy.ti}_Q.!J1jl.2_@epa.gov> 

Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.!VIurphy@)citvofchicago .gJ:g>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 

<Juiie.HernandezTomlin @cJ!yofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <AnQ.[§!<.J.cPutz@citvofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 

<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patclfk.Scb_yv_gs._@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 

<Mark. OM a I ley @c]!yofch icago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <_E.__g_ uardo.Sa I ina s @cityofchicago .org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
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<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.or_g>; Caminer, Irene 
<lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we wi ll sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Ind iana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

--- ·-- -
From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:Ql~_'{E_,.M.C.MJ.bLAN.@IIJtr1ois .gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@lllinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexava lent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Borries, Samuel [mai lto ;_p_orr~S.~2!:1n1U~l@..$.Qa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprill11 2017 1:48 PM 
To: Lauder/ Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Not ification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow1 Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 11 75399, U.S. Steel llcxavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 
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Overview: On4/11/17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
Burns Ditch). U.S. Steel repmied this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what. it was. OSC Thomas then contac.ted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon aniving at the scene, OSCs Bcslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This information was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Depariment of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

El)A Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the watenvay. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 

Emergency Response Branch 

77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 

Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 

312-802-9637 cell 
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Po , Thomas 

From: Maraldo, Dean 
Sent: Friday. April14, 2017 8:30AM 
To: 
Subject: 

Henry, T1mothy; Poy, Thomas; Kuefler, Patrick: Bahr. Ryan; Korleski. Christopher 
Fw: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage. IN 

All: I just heard from Tom M endez that US Steel does plan to restart the plant today. May have already 
started. Tom expects significant press interest re lated to startup and City of Chicago's low level chromium 
detection three mi les out. I believe the OSCs plan to provide an update after the 9am coordination meeting 
this morning. 

I'm on leave today and won't be able to log in to email. ECSOO is on. 

================================ 
Dean Maraldo 
Water Enforcement & Compliance Assurance Branch 
U.S. EPA- Region 5 
77 West Jackson Blvd. (WC-15J) 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
ph: (312) 353-2098 
fax: (312) 385-5394 
e-mail: maraldo.dean@epa.gov 
http://www.epa.gov/enforcement/ 

From: Mendez, Thomas 
Sent: ~hursday, April13, 2017 7:04PM 
To: Berries, Samuel; EI-Zein, Jason; Brown, Ja ime; Ribordy, Michael; Mankowski, Matthew; Augustyn,James; Kelley, Jeff; 

Bassler, Rachel; Deamer, Eileen; dgreinke@idem.IN.gov 

Cc: Eoc, Epahq; Behnke, Kristina; Beslow, Mike; Maguire, Andrew; Thomas, Craig; Lippert, Jeffrey; Cashmere, Jason; 
Goeks, Todd; Johnson, M ark; Karecki, Edward; Rowan, Anne; Reshkin, Karen; Maraldo, Dean; Donnelly, Peggy; Poy, 
Thomas; Henry, Timothy; Korleski, Christopher 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Re lease, Portage, IN 

Update as of: 4/13/17 at 18:00 CSI' 

Overview: Stakeholders convened for an end of day meeting to di scuss the ongoing response at US Steel 
regarding the release ofhcxavalcnt chrome. Stakeholders present included USEPA US Steel, IDEM, National 
Park Service and Indiana American Water, Portage Police, Local Councilman and a representatives for the 
beaches of City of Portage. Sarnpling continued and completed for a third day on 4/13/1 7. 

• Sampling Data 
o Data has been coming in from earlier sampling events. 
• New EPA sampllng data is expected tomorrow afternoon. 
• US Steel sampling data has been shared with stakeholders. 
o EPA is preparing data management resources to bring the data together in a more presentable fonn. 
o Stakeholders were aware of sampling efforts performed by the City of Chicago and a 2ppb result roughly 

3 miles not1h ofBums Waterway. 
• Current Sampling 
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o Boat vvater sampling completed and all points planed were taken. 
o Shoreline and wading level sediment and water samples were completed. 
• US Steel is working on plans for a plant restart which would include adding more wastewater to the 

treatment plant thus increasing discharge. Timelines are not known at this time but EPA, NPS, and 
IDEM have expressed concems about doing this prior to reopening beaches and the water intake. (DO 
NOT ADD TO I'RESS OR PUBLIC RELEASES) 

EPA, State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: 
• Indiana American Water 
o Indiana American Water wrl! continue to have their wa1er intake closed and has indicated that it wi ll not 

be reopened until at least Monday. They have requested sampling to continue and are looking for three 
consecutive days of non-detect. 

~ National Park Service 
o National Park Service will continue to have their beaches closed until sampling data can show that no 

contamination is present. Sampling at their beaches conti11ues. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

Thomas M.cndez 
Emergency Response Branch 
On Scene Coordinator 
U.S . . EPA Region 5 
77 W Jackson Blvd (SE-5J) 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
312-353-8242 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Maguire. Andrew 
Friday, April14, 2017 10 16 AM 
Borries, Samuel, Mendez. Thomas 

Cc: Ribordy. Michael; Maraldo Dean; Poy, Thomas; Clark, Jacqueline Kyle Larry; Ballotti, Doug; Guerriero. Margaret Keliey, 
Jeff: Bassler. Rachel, Deamer Eileen, EI-Zein, Jason 

Subject: RE: US Steel CR..,.6 spill 

Request ~ubmiltt>d and we are expcc6ng first EPA Hex Chrome n~:-ultc; within the hour. \\'ill share as soon as 1 £!!l 
it. Will share USS statement when l receive il as \\ell. should be soon. 

Andy Maguire 

U.S. EPA- Region 5 
312-353-8782 

From: Borries, Samuel 
Sent: Friday, Aprill4, 2017 10:13 AM 
To: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Ribordy, Michael <ribordy.mike@epa.gov>; Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov>; Poy, Thomas 
<poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Clark, Jacqueline <clark.jacqueline@epa.gov>; Kyte, Larry <kyte.larry@epa.gov>; Ballotti, Doug 
<ballotti.douglas@epa.gov>; Guerriero, Margaret <guerriero.margaret@epa.gov>; Kelley, Jeff <kelley.jeff@epa.gov>; 
Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov>; Deamer, Eileen <deamer.eileen@epa.gov>; EI-Zein, Jason <el
zein.jason@epa.gov> 
Subject: US Steel CR+6 spill 

Andy, 
To follow up on our conversation please request from US Steel a validated data package that we can review to confirm 
their data results while we await the EPA lab data. I would not restart the treatment plant unless we can confirm the 
validity of US Steel data results or we receive the EPA sample results showing the waterway/lake is free of 
impact. Please work with Water Division in this review of data and startup schedule. If needed please reach out to 
Jackie Clark for ORCs advice in requesting the information and possibly delaying a planned startup. Call me if you have 
any questions 
Sam. 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Kuefler, Patrick 
Friday, Apri114, 2017 10 55 AM 
Poy, Thomas 
Us steel urgent 

Tom the facility is starting up today. Please call tom Mendez the osc. 312 415-1999 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Kuefler, Patrick 
Friday, April 14, 2017 11:16 AM 
Korleski, Christopher: Poy, Thomas 
Klassman. Debra: Bahr, Ryan; Maraldo. Dean; Henry, Timothy; P1erard, Kevin; Ireland. Scott; Bauer, Candice; Henry, 
Timothy; Vantil, Barbara 
US steel discharge, anticipated plant start up today - action needed 

I talked with Tom Mendez an OSC onsite. He said the facility was going to be starting up today and discharging. He 
asked if there were any additional discharge monitoring that we wanted. The discharge point permit requires 5 days of 
sampling per week with a 24 hour composite. They are going to 7 days per week now. I asked him to have them do 
both Cr6 and total chromium analysis. The chromium material t hat got in system was material (not waste that might 
have picked up other contaminants) and according to the MSDS did not contain other taxies. Also to let us know if they 
are to remove any sludge from the WWTP. I told him that I would keep ECSOO on if he had any questions. Besides the 
frequency and the chromium ana lysis, they are monitoring for their permitted parameters. 

He would like someone from DW to call him today and have someone available today to answer any DW questions that 
might come up. Tom Mendez cell is 312 415-1999 

Patrick F. Kuefler 
Chief 
Water Enforcement & 
Compliance Assurance Branch 

312 353-6268 Office 
312 805 7952 Mobile 
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Po , Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Bassler, Rachel 
Friday, April14, 201711 :23 AM 
Poy, Thomas 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Maraldo, Dean; Bair, Rita; Bahr, Ryan; Kuefler, Patrick; Kelley, Jeff; Korleski, Christopher 
RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question- chemical spill 

Thanks Dean and Tom. I continue to receive questions on whether there is an action level for hexavalent ch romium and 
if 2 ppb is above that level? I drafted a statement to share with interested reporters based on your responses. Thoughts? 

Statement on Hexavalent Chromium at U.S. Steel chemical spill 

EPA has a national drinking water standard for total chromium of 100 parts per billion. The maximum contaminant level 
for total chromium includes both trivalent chromium and hexavalent chromium of 100 ug/L or 100 parts per billion. 

EPA does not have a hexavalent chromium standard; however, EPA is currently evaluating health effects data to 
determine a hexavalent chromium maximum contaminant level is needed. 

Preliminary data suggests that hexavalent chromium from the spill is not present near drinking water intakes. 

For additional information on chromium drinking water standards, please visit our website: 
https://www .epa .gov I dwsta rid a rdsregu lations/ ch rom i u m-dri n king-water 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler. rachel @epa .gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 6:51PM 
To: Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.rita@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan <bahr.ryan@epa.gov>; 
Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov>; Kelley, Jeff <kelley.jeff@epa.gov>; Korleski, Christopher 
<korleski.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Northwest Indiana Times Question- chemical spill 

Dean is correct. There is an MCL for Total Chromium, which includes both Trivalent Chromium and 
l-lcxavalcnt Chromium, of 100 ug/L or 100 ppb. Trivalent Clrromium and Hexavalent Chromium readily 
convert to one another. There is no MCL for Hexavalent Chromium. EPA is evaluating the health effects data 
to detennine whether the Total Chromium MCL needs to be modified or a Hexavalent Chromium MCL is 
needed. 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground and Drinking Water Branch 
USEP A - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 
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On Apr 13. 2017, at 5:21 PM, Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@.epa.gov> wrote: 

All- the reporter is pinging- any way we can get an answer for the first question? Does this website 
explain it? https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/chromium-drinking-water 

Question: Does EPA have an allowable limit for hexavalent chromium? Is 2,231 ug/L exceptionally 
high? 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler. rachel@ epa .gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Maraldo, Dean 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 3:59 PM 
To: Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Pay, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.rita@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan 
<bahr.rvan@epa.gov>; Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Rachel: re question 1- I believe there is a national drinking water standard for total chromium of 100 
ppb. I don't believe there is a hex chromium standard. So, yes, 2,231 ug/1 would exceed the primary 
standard for drinking water. I'll defer to our drinking water program {Tom or Rita?) 

Question 2: I am not aware of any EPA enforcement at this facil ity. At least not for NPDES-related 
violations. State issued informal enforcement actions back in 2012-13. I'm cc'ing Ryan and Pat to see if 
they have any memory of NPDES enforcement at US Steel in Portage. 

From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 3:34PM 
To: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Hi Dean, 

For the second question, is there a database we can point the reporter to? 

Thanks, 
Rachel 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler.rachel@epa.gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
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c: 312-914-3393 

From: Ribordy, Michael 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 3:30PM 
To: Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@~~> 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Rachel, 
Talk with Dean Maraldo in Water. He should at least be able to help with question 1 and probably 2. 

From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 2:30PM 
To: Ribordy, Michael <ribordy.mike@epa.gov> 
Subject: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Hi Mike, 

Do you know who the best person to answer these questions would be? 

Does EPA have an allowable limit for hexavalent chromium? Is 2,231 ug/L exceptionally high? 

Has the EPA conducted any enforcement activities in the past for U.S. Steel conducted controlled spills? I 
was told EPA ordered U.S. Steel to stop at some point. Can you point me to documents on EPA's website 
relating to this? 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hi Tom, 

Borries, Samuel 
Friday. April14, 2017 11:46 AM 
Poy, Thomas 
US Steel 

Do we have any data from the City of Chicago DWM today? 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Bassler, Rachel 
Friday, April 14. 2017 11:58 AM 
Poy, Thomas 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Maraldo, Dean; Bair, Rita; Bahr, Ryan: Kuefler, Patriyk: Kelley, Jeff; Korleski, Christopher; Rowan, Anne 
RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question - chemical spill 

+Anne, yet another reporter asking about this. 

Here's the latest reporter question (Bloomberg BNA): Did I get this right? From your fact sheets: EPA's current 
chromium-6 drinking water standard is 100 parts per billion (0.1 mg/1). Because data collected as part of a 2008 
Department of Health and Human Service's National Toxicology Program suggested chromium-6 may be a human 
carcinogen if ingested, EPA is currently reviewing whether its 1991 drinking water standard for total chromium, which 
includes chromium-6, needs to be revised. EPA guidance issued Jan. 11, 2011, recommended certain surface water 
systems sample their source water, plant treated water and water in the distribution system for chromium-6 on a 
quarterly basis. 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler. rachel @epa .gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Friday, April14, 2017 11:23 AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.rita@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan <bahr.ryan@epa.gov>; 
Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov>; Kelley, Jeff <kelley.jeff@epa.gov>; Korleski, Christopher 
<korleski.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question- chemical spill 

Thanks Dean and Tom. I continue to receive questions on whether there is an action level for hexavalent ch romium and 
if 2 ppb is above that level? I drafted a statement to share with interested reporters based on your responses. Thoughts? 

Statement on Hexavalent Chromium at U.S. Steel chemical spill 

EPA has a national drinking water standard for total chromium of 100 parts per billion. The maximum contaminant level 
for total chromium includes both trivalent chromium and hexavalent chromium of 100 ug/L or 100 parts per billion_ 

EPA does not have a hexavalent chromium standard; however, EPA is currently evaluating health effects data to 
determine a hexavalent chromium maximum contaminant level is needed. 

Preliminary data suggests that hexavalent chromium from the spill is not present near drinking water intakes. 

For additional information on chromium drinking water standards, please visit our website: 
https://www .epa. gov I dwstanda rdsregu lations/ ch rom iu m-d rink i ng -water 
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Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler. rachel @epa .gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 6:51PM 
To: Bassler, Rachel <Bass ler.Rachel@epa.~> 

Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Mara ldo.Dean~.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.rita@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan <bahr.ryan@epa.gov>; 
Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa .gov>; Kelley, Jeff <kelley.jeff@epa.gov>; Korleski, Christopher 
<korleski.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Northwest Indiana Times Question - chemica l spill 

Dean is correct. There is an MCL for Total Chromium, which includes both Trivalent Chromium and 
Hexavalent Chromium, of 100 ug/L or 100 ppb. Trivalent Chromium and Hexavalent Chromium readily 
convert to one another. There is no MCI. for Hexavalent Chromium. EPA is evaluating the health effects data 
to determine whether the Total Chromium MCL needs to be modified or a Hexavalent Chromium MCL is 
needed. 

Tom Poy 
Chid~ Ground and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - RegionS 
(312) 886-5991 

On Apr 13, 2017, at 5:21 PM, Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov> wrote: 

All - the reporter is pinging- any way we can get an answer for t he first question? Does this website 
explain it? https://www.e pa .gov I dwsta nda rdsregu lations/ chrom i u m-d rin king-water 

Question: Does EPA have an allowable limit for hexavalent chromium? Is 2,231 ug/l exceptionally 
high? 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler.rachel@epa.gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Maraldo, Dean 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 3:59 PM 
To: Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.ri ta@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan 
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<bahr.ryan@epa.gov>; Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Rachel: re question 1- I believe there is a national drinking water standard for total chromium of 100 
ppb. I don't believe there is a hex chromium standard. So, yes, 2,231 ug/1 would exceed the primary 
standard for d rinking water. I'll defer to our drinking water program (Tom or Rita?) 

Question 2: I am not aware of any EPA enforcement at this faci lity. At least not for NPDES-related 
violations. State issued informal enforcement actions back in 2012-13. I'm cc'ing Ryan and Pat to see if 
they have any memory of NPDES enforcement at US Steel in Portage. 

From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 3:34 PM 
To: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Hi Dean, 

For the second question, is there a database we can point the reporter to? 

Thanks, 
Rachel 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler. rachel @epa .gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Ribordy, Michael 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 3:30PM 
To: Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Rachel, 
Talk with Dean Maraldo in Water. He should at least be able to help with question 1 and probably 2. 

From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2017 2:30 PM 
To: Ribordy, Michael <ribordy.mike@epa.gov> 
Subject: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Hi Mike, 

Do you know who the best person to answer these questions would be? 

Does EPA have an allowable limit for hexavalent chromium? Is 2,231 ug/L exceptionally high? 
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Has the EPA conducted any enforcement activities in the past for U.S. Steel conducted controlled spills? I 

was told EPA ordered U.S. Steel to stop at some point. Can you point me to documents on EPA's website 

relating to this? 
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Po , Thomas 

From: Rowan. Anne 
Sent: Friday, April14, 2017 12:06 PM 
To: 
Cc: 

Dennis, Allison; Korleski, Christopher; Poy, Thomas; Porter, Andrea; Bair, Rita 
Nowotarski, Allison 

Subject: Bloomberg + other media need clarification re: drinking water standard for chromium 

Importance: High 

Please help us (Allison and me} answer these questions asap. 

From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Friday, Aprll14, 2017 11:58 AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.rita@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan <bahr.ryan@epa.gov>; 
Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov>; Kelley, Jeff <kelley.jeff@epa.gov>; Korleski, Christopher 
<korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; Rowan, Anne <rowan.anne@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question- chemical spill 

+Anne, yet another reporter asking about this. 

Here's the latest reporter question (Bloomberg BNA): Did I get this right? From your fact sheets: EPA's current 
chromium-6 drinking water standard is 100 parts per billion (0.1 mg/1}. Because data collected as part of a 2008 
Department of Health and Human Service's National Toxicology Program suggested chromium-6 may be a human 
carcinogen if ingested, EPA is currently reviewing whether its 1991 drinking water standard for total chromium, which 
includes chromium-6, needs to be revised. EPA guidance issued Jan. 11, 2011, recommended certain surface water 
systems sample their source water, plant treated water and water in the distribution system for chromium-6 on a 
quarterly basis. 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler. rachel @epa .gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Friday, April14, 2017 11:23 AM 
To: Pay, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.rita@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan <bahr.ryan@epa.gov>; 
Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov>; Kelley, Jeff <kelley.jeff@epa.gov>; Korleski, Christopher 
<korleski .christo phe r@e pa .gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question- chemical spill 

Thanks Dean and Tom. I continue to receive questions on whether there is an action level for hexavalent chromium and 
if 2 ppb is above that level? I drafted a statement to share with interested reporters based on your responses. Thoughts? 

Statement on Hexavalent Chromium at U.S. Steel chemical spill 
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EPA has a national drinking water standard for total chromium of 100 parts per billion. The maximum contaminant level 
for total chromium includes both trivalent chromium and hexavalent chromium of 100 ug/L or 100 parts per billion. 

EPA does not have a hexavalent chromium standard; however, EPA is currently evaluating health effects data to 
determine a hexavalent chromium maximum contaminant level is needed. 

Preliminary data suggests that hexavalent chromium from the spill is not present near drinking water intakes. 

For additional information on chromium drinking water standards, please visit our website: 
https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/chromium-drinking-water 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler.rache l@epa.gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 6:51 PM 
To: Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.rita@e"pa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan <bahr.rvan@epa.gov>; 
Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov>; Kelley, Jeff <kelley.jeff@epa.gov>; Korleski, Christopher 
<korleski.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Northwest Indiana Times Question - chemical spill 

Dean is correct. There is an MCL for Total Chromium, which includes both Trivalent Chromium and 
1 Jcxavalent Chromium, of 100 ug!L or l 00 ppb. Trivalent Chromium and Hexavalent Chromium readily 
convert to one another. There is no MCL for Hexavalent Chromium. EPA is evaluating the health eiiects data 
to determine whether the Total Chromium MCL needs to be modified or a Hexavalent Chromium MCL is 
needed. 

Tom Poy 
Chid: Ground and Drinking Water Rranch 
USEP A - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

On Apr 13,2017. at 5:21 PM, Bassler, Rachel <Basslcr.Racbel@epagov> wrote: 

All- the reporter is pinging- any way we can get an answer for the first question? Does this website 
explain it? https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/chromium-drinking-water 

Question: Does EPA have an allowable limit for hexavalent chromium? Is 2,231 ug/l exceptionally 
high? 

Rachel Bassler 
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Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler.rachel@epa.gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Maraldo, Dean 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 3:59PM 
To: Bassler, Rachel <Bassler. Rachel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Poy, Thomas <Q_Qy.thomas@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.rita@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan 
<bahr. ryan @epa .gov>; Kuefier, Patrick <kuefle r. patrick@epa .gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Rachel: re question 1- I believe there is a national drinking water standard for total chromium of 100 
ppb. I don't believe there is a hex chromium standard. So, yes, 2,231 ug/1 would exceed the primary 
standard for drinking water. I'll defer to our drinking water program (Tom or Rita?) 

Question 2: I am not aware of any EPA enforcement at this facil ity. At least not for NPDES-related 
violations. State issued informal enforcement actions back in 2012-13. I'm cc' ing Ryan and Pat to see if 
they have any memory of NPDES enforcement at US Steel in Portage. 

From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 3:34PM 
To: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Hi Dean, 

For the second question, is there a database we can point the reporter to? __ 

Thanks, 
Rachel 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler .rachel@epa.gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Ribordy, Michael 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 3:30PM 
To: Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Rachel, 
Talk with Dean Maraldo in Water. He should at least be able to help with question 1 and probably 2. 
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From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Thursday, Apri113, 2017 2:30PM 
To: Ribordy, Michael <ribcrdy.mike@epa.gov> 
Subject: Northwest Indiana nmes Question 

Hi Mike, 

Do you know who the best person to answer these questions would be? 

Does EPA have an allowable limit for hexavalent ch romium? Is 2,231 ug/L exceptionally high? 

Has the EPA conducted any enforcement act ivities in the past for U.S. Steel conducted controlled spills? I 
was told EPA ordered U.S. Stee l to stop at some point. Can you point me to documents on EPA's website 
relating to t his? 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Maguire, Andrew 
Friday, April14, 2017 1215 PM 
Borries, Samuel; Mendez. Thomas 

Cc: Ribordy, Michael; Maraido, Dean: Poy, Thomas; Clark, Jacqueline; Kyte, Larry; Ballotti, Doug; Guerriero, Margaret; Kelley, 
Jeff; Bassler, Rachel; Deamer, Eileen; EI-Zein, Jason 

Subject: RE US Steel CR+6 spill 
Attachments: 17040415(TetraTech)RevO_Preliminary.pdf 

All, 

We've received our first set of dat1. from the Jab. Attached is the Jab repott but I'll sum marize: 

Samples taken by EPA on 4/12117 in Bums Waterway and Lake Michigan, including Indiana American Water's Ogden 
Dunes intake, does not indicaie any hexava.lcnt chromium·impacts to either waterway. All rcsu.lts were below the Method 
Detection L imit of 1 pa rts per billion. 

We're still "'"''aiting beach samples and results for total 

Andy Magui re 

U.S. EPA- Region 5 

312-353-8782 

From: Berries, Samuel 
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2017 10:13 AM 
To: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov>· 
Cc: Ribordy, Michael <ribordy.mike@epa.gov>; Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov>; Poy, Thomas 
<poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Clark, Jacqueline <clark.jacqueline@epa.gov>; Kyte, Larry <kyte.larry@epa.gov>; Ballotti, Doug 
<ballotti .douglas@epa.gov>; Guerriero, Margaret <guerriero.margaret@epa.gov>; Kelley, Jeff <kelley.jeff@epa.gov>; 
Bassler, Rachel <Bassler .Rachel@epa.gov>; Deamer, Eileen <deamer.eileen@epa.gov>; EI-Zein, Jason <el-
zein.jason @epa .gov> 
Subject: US Steel CR+6 spill 

Andy, 
To follow up on our conversation please request f rom US Steel a validated data package that we can review to confirm 
their data results wh iie we await the EPA lab data. I would not restart the treatment plant unless we can conf irm the 
validity of US Steel data results or we receive the EPA sample results showing the waterway/lake is f ree of 
impact. Please work with Water Division in this review of data and startup schedule. If needed please reach out to 
Jackie Clark for ORCs advice in requesting t he information and possibly delaying a planned startup. Ca ll me if you have 
any questions. 
Sam. 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Poy, Thomas 
Friday, April14, 2017 12:34 PM 
Bassler, Racnel 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Maraldo, Dean; Bair, Rita; Bahr, Ryan: Kuefler, Patrick; Kelley. Jeff: Korleski. Christopher 
RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question - chemical spill 

Rachel: I made a couple of minor edits below. The second sentence repeated info from the first. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2017 11:23 AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.rita@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan <bahr.ryan@epa.gov>; 
Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov>; Kelley, Jeff <kelley.jeff@epa.go'{_>; Korleski,_ Chris1opher 
<korleski. ch ristophe r@e pa .gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question - chemical spill 

Thanks Dean and Tom. I continue to receive quest ions on whether there is an action level fo r hexavalent chromium and 
if 2 ppb is above that level? I drafted a statement to share with interested reporters based on your responses. Thoughts? 

Statement on Hexavalent Chromium at U.S. Steel chemical spill 

EPA has a national drinking water standard (also known as a Maximum Contaminant Level) for Total Chromium of 100 
ug/L (parts per billion). Tota l Chromium includes both trivalent chromium and hexavalent chromium. 

EPA does not have a separate hexavalent chromium standard; however, EPA is currently evaluating health effects data 
to determine if a hexavalent chromium Maximum Contaminant Level is needed. 

Preliminary data suggests that hexavalent chromium from the spill is not present near drinking water intakes. 

For addit ional information on chromium dri nking water standards, please visit our website: 
https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/chromium-drinking-water 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler.rachel@epa.gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 6:51PM 
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To: Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.rita@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan <bahr.ryan@epa.gov>; 
Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov>; Kelley, Jeff <kelley.jeff@epa.gov>; Korleski, Christopher 
<korleski.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Northwest Indiana Times Question- chemical spill 

Dean is correct. There is an MCL for Total Chromium, which includes both Trivalent Chromjum and 
Hexavalent Chromium, of 100 ug/L or 100 ppb. Trivalent Chromium and .Hexavalent Chromium readily 
convert to one another. There is no MCL for Hexavalent Chromitm1. EPA is evaluating the health effects data 
to determine whether the Total Chromiwn MCL needs to be modified or a Hexavalent Chromium MCL is 
needed. 

Tom Poy 
Chief: Ground and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

On Apr 13, 2017, at 5:21PM, .Bassler, Rachel <Rassler.Rachcl@cpa.gov> wrote: 

All - the reporter is pinging- any way we can get an answer for the first question? Does this website 
explain it? https://www.e pa .gov I dwsta nda rdsregulations/ ch rom i u m-d ri n king-water 

Question: Does EPA have an allowable limit for hexavalent chromium? Is 2,231 ug/L exceptionally 
high? 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler.rachel@epa.gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Maraldo, Dean 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 3:59PM 
To: Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair. rita@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan 
<bahr.ryan@epa.gov>; Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Rachel: re question 1- I believe there is a national drinking water standard for total chromium of 100 
ppb. I don't believe there is a hex chromium standard. So, yes, 2,231 ug/1 would exceed the primary 
standard for drinking water. I'll defer to our drinking water program {Tom or Rita?) 

Question 2: I am not aware of any EPA enforcement at this facility. At least not for NPDES-related 
violations. State issued informal enforcement actions back in 2012-13. I'm cc'ing Ryan and Pat to see if 
they have any memory of NPDES enforcement at US Steel in Portage. 
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From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 3:34PM 
To: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Hi Dean, 

For the second question, is there a database we can point the reporter to? 

Thanks, 
Rachel 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler. rachel@epa .gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Ribordy, Michael 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 3:30PM 
To: Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Rachel, 
Talk with Dean Maraldo in Water. He should at least be able to help with question 1 and probably 2. 

From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 2:30PM 
To: Ribordy, Michael <ribordy.mike@epa.gov> 
Subject: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Hi Mike, 

Do you know who the best person to answer these questions would be? 

Does EPA have an allowable limit for hexava lent chromium? Is 2,231 ug/L exceptionally high? 

Has the EPA conducted any enforcement activities in the past for U.S. Steel conducted controlled spills? I 
was told EPA ordered U.S. Steel to stop at some point. Can you point me to documents on EPA's website 
relating to this? 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Pay, Thomas 
Friday, April14, 2017 12:36 PM 
Borries, Samuel 
RE: US Steel 

Hey Sam: I have not gotten anything from them. I wilf send it to you and Tom Mendez when I get it. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312} 886-5991 

From: Borries, Samuel 
Sent: Friday, April14, 2017 11:46 AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: US Steel 

Hi Tom, ----- - --------·-· 
Do we have any data from the City of Chicago DWM today? 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Thx 

Borries, Samuel 
Friday, April 14. 2017 1:01PM 
Poy, Thomas 
Re: US Steel 

Sent from my iPhone 

On Apr 14, 2017, at 12:36 PM, Poy, Thomas <QQ.Y..:!tlOr.!J<l~~.:..&Q..\1> wrote : 

Hey Sam: I have not gotten anything from them. I will send it to you and Tom Mendez when I 
get it. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Borries, Samuel 
Sent: Friday, April14, 2017 11:46 AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: US Steel 

Hi Tom, 
Do we have any data from the City of Chicago DWM today? 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: Stark, .Alan <Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Friday, April14, 20171:48 PM Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz., Andrea; dave 
McMillan; Wheat. Christopher; McMillan, Dave: Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Maliey, Mark; Saiinas. 
Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh. Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Mary Hollingsworth; KorleskL Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
Attachments: removed.txt; SWPP 68th Crib 041317 Cr+.xls; US Steel Lake Survey East of SWPP 68th Crib 041317 Cr+.xls; Cr6+ Lk 

Survey 041317.pdf 

All 

Attached are the results from yeste rday 4/13/17 
• All Samples collected at SWPP from SWPP's 68th Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 
• The Lake Survey (see attached)consisted of 22 sample locations and 27 samples. Five samples with the suffix of 

D indicates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 

• Location 1G and 1GD, yesterday showed results an order of magnitude higher that al l other results at 2.0 and 
1.6 respectively. This location is one of the nearest sampling locations (about a mile)near the spill. BUT 
yesterday's results were lower at this location at 0.6 and 0.62 respectively. 

• Other grid locations showed elevated results below 0.7; thereby, creating a contaminant plume from the point 
source at 1G. 

• The plume appeared to move northwest as predicted following the lake currents from east to west 

• Appears the concentration is being diluted 

Today 4/14/17 
• !EPA was notified by phone this morning 
• it was determined to again expand the grid based Lake Survey sampling to verify and the plume to make sure 

the plume is diluting and continue sampling SWPP's Crib every two hours. 

• NOAA Lake Michigan flow current model shows THE CURREN_l_IUAST TO WEST: 
• TESTING WILL CONTINUE 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2017 1:22PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Attached are the results from yesterday 
• All Samples collected at SWPP from SWPP's 68th Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 
• The Lake Survey (see attached)consisted of 16 sample locations and 19 samples. Three samples with the suffix 

of D indicates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 

• Location 1G and 1GD show results an order of magnitude higher that all other results at 2.0 and 1.6 
respectively. This location is one of the nearest sampling locations (about a mile)near the spill. 
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Today 
• IEPA and USEPA were notified by phone this morning 
• It was determined to expand the grid based Lake Survey sampling to verify and follow the possible plume and 

continue sampling SWPP's Crib every two hours. 
• NOAA Lake Michigan flow current model shows the CURRENT HAS REVERSED from the previous two days of 

west to east, NOW THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 
• THEREFORE CHANGE IN DIRECTION OF PLUME TO THE WEST 
• TESTING WILL CONTINUE 

Thanks 
Alan 

Alan, 

Attached are 2 excel spreadsheets with all of the results from samples received yesterday. Final reports will hopefully 
be sent out later today. 

If you need anything else, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Nathan Trowbridge 
Client Services Manager 

Eurofins Eaton Analytical, Inc. 
110 South Hill Street, South Bend, IN 46617 
Phone 574 472 5528 
Mobile: 57 4 302 2590 

Email: NathanTrowbridge@eurofinsUS.com 
Website: http://www.EurofinsUS.com/Eaton 

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, 
retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by persons or entit1es other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If 
you receive this in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer. Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error free as 
information could be intercepted, corrupted. lost, destroyed, arrive late or moomplete. The sender therefore is in no way liable for any errors or omissions in the content of this 
message wh1ch may anse as a result of email transmission. If verification is required, please request a hard copy. We take reasonable precautions to ensure our emails are 
free from viruses. You need, however, to verify that this email and any attachments are free of viruses, as we can take no responsibility for any computer viruses, which might 
be transferred by way of this email. We may monitor all email oommJnication through our networks. If you contact us by email, we may store your name and address to 
facilitate communication. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 6:04PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
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See below high lighted, results from first ten samples (excel sheet ) in agreement with our routine samples collected 
quarterly. Remaining results from Crib lake survey being delivered to Eurofins (as of this email) to follow. Also attached 
GIS plot of lake grid survey, results to follow. As stated earlier further sampling will be based on fina l results. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Nathan Trowbridge [mailto: r~athan TrowQ.rjQg_~@~_lJ.mf.ln~lJ.S.,\:..QHJ] 
Sent~ Wednesday, April 12, 2017 5:30 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
subject: RE: coc sheets 

I've att~rched da~a focthe 1,. 10 samples that were ana lyzed. The next 4, plus the ones coming inton ighishould beready 
by tomorrow morni~g: Th~ data looks fairly steady each hour and what I saw of t he next 4 was similar. YIJ let ,ypu knovv 
more as soon as i have da±a. · 

If you nee'ct anything' e-is~;"pleas~ !~t me know. I'll. be he-r~ until all of the new samples are on the ·!nstrument, I'll be at 
home checking email ~fter'th9t~ 

Thanks, 

Nathan Trowbridge 

Phone: +1 574 472 5528 
Mobile: +1 574 302 2590 
Email: Nathan Trowbridqe@EurofinsUS.com 

From: Stark, Alan [.mailto:Aian5tarkCmcityofchicago,org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 6:09PM 
To: Nathan Trowbridge 
Subject: COC Sheets 

See attached completed COC from the morning and one from the Lake Survey that is on the way to you 

Alan 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for usc by the addressee(s) named herein and may 
contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the. intended recipient of this e-mail (or 
the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distJibution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. 
Jf you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and pennanently 
delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof. 

Notify us here to report tbis email as spam. 
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From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April l2, 2017 12:23 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Mcf\1illan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, 
Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Thank you ! 

From: Poy, Thomas [mai!tQ.;QQy_,_t;bpmastmeRa.go_y] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@micl}lgqQ .. gQ.Y.. 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

I believe the source of the active release has been stopped and it is just residual in the outfall now. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org) 
Sent: Wednesday, Aprill2, 2017 10:37 AM 
To: Pay, Thomas <.Q9y.tho mas~..QE.,gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Ba rrett.M urp.JJ.:i@ID.ofchicago.o rg>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <J u li e.l:t~..D..2.DdezTom lin@citvofchicago.org>; Litherland, 
Gary <Gary.Lith.e rland@cl!YgfciJ.lt;:.E.KQ_,9J:g>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago .org>; Putz, Andrea 
<An_d rea. Putz@ cityofchicago.o rg>; dave McMil lan <dave .mcm iII an@ ill i no is.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<~b.rl?Jophe r. Wheat@cityofciJ..ieagg_'"Qig>; M cM il ia n, Dave <_DA VJ...:lY.L~.[Y.lj_~.'=..Jj_t:J...@l!_li no is.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Pa_t[ick.Schwer@cit:iQ..fchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Fra nk.Skiadopo u los@cityofch icago.org>; 0' Malley, Mark <Mark. OM a lle_y_@_Q!yofch icago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo .Sa linas@cityofchicago .o rg>; Litherland, Gary <Gary. Lithe ria nd @cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.tN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfall? 

From: Poy, Thomas [IJJailto:pQy~tbomq_s@ep,a.gQYj 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, I rene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; f~jghnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
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Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan lmai!toAL~_n.Stark@£Ltt9..f.f:bJcago..:Qu;} 

Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: Ames, Mort <1'{J_g_r.L60J.~?.@c::ityg_fs.bi<::_?.gQ,Q.f.:g>; Murphy, Barrett <~_9rrett.Murgb_'{@cityofchicago .org>; Hernandez
Tomlin, Julie <J uiL~.J::I.s:.mc:tDQ~.fi9..1JJJiO@C::HYQ.f<::hi<::c:tgQ,Q.r.:g>; Litherland, Gary <Gar'iJ.itb.~clc:t_nq@c::_ityofchicago.org>; 
Caminer, Irene <l!:enr:;.CqQJin~@_c::jt.ygJ.c::.bi<::c:tgQ,QEg>; Putz, And~ea <Andrea . Putz(G:lcitygfc::b.i<::~KQ ,.QI.g>; Poy, Thomas 
<Qoy.thomas@epa_.gov>; dave McMillan <Q?.Y.~:IJJC::IJ:IUI.?_Q_@il_ljD_Q..~,ggy>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Chris to RJl~LYY.b.~t@.c::itY.gf_<iti.f_a.gg_,Q_f.g>; M eM iII an, Dave <_Q_6YJ._,M<:;M ltL_f.\N_@l!HD...9_Ls...:ggy>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike. Kelly@.c::Ltxof.f.bL£9..gQ_,QI];>; Schwer, Patrick <.!?.9..!!:i..C::~:?.C::.b\/\le r@<:l!YQ.f<::tJiC::<lgQ,Q££.>;· Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank .SkiadQQ.gulo~.c::.ltYQfchicagp.ocg>; O'Malley, Mark <M9.r.ls.:.9ME.I I s:.v@<:i_t.Y9.f<::b_i~Q_,9J:g>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo .Sa I i Q a ~@.fi!Y9..f£b. i ca.&Q_, o rg>; Lithe r1 and, Gary <G..9..CY.: .. ~.i.th e rla._n._g_@c::ityqf<:hic:.9.&9...:Qffi> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial} Portage, IN 

Hi Tom, 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents still counter clockwise. Hourly samples from SWPP's 68111 Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 
Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Results will be forwarded as I 
get them. Crib sampling now every two hoL1rs lab results will dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you for the update. 
We are collecting hourly at S\VPP crib, driving samples to Euro tins tllis morning, results later afternoon. Lake 
survey in morning, drive samples in aftemoon, results late night. I will forward results to you and Dave as I get 
them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy sma.;tphone 
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-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thom~s~q}cpa.Qov> 
Date: 4/11117 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark((.icitvotchicago.on:!>, Dave McMillan -::da' e.mcmillan'li:illinois.Qo\·>. Mary 
llollingswortb <.\1Holling!£z)idem.IN. 2:ov>, feighnerb'iZ'michi Qan. goY . . 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, N 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
we ll. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples wil l be sent off to a lab in Va lparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overn ight, 
samples wil l be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Pay 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 8:02PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Re lease ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Seut from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thoma~:a{epa.gov> 
Date: 411111 7 2:53 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <i\lan.Stark((bcityofchicago.om.> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Pay 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 
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From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Sta rk@citvofchicago.o rg) 

Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.~.!lCMI LLAN(wl! linois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 

Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.fv1urphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <8JlQ_i~~-?.-- Putz,@_<j!.yofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 

<Mike .Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.SchYY-~r..@.£Ltyofchicago .org>; O'Malley, Mark 

<Ma ricO M a! l~y@_fltvo fchicago .org>; Salinas, Eduardo <f.d ua rdo .Sa li na~_Q.t:Y..Q.f£..hic?..&Q,_Qrg>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 

<f..rank_,?ki_~Q.QQQ_ldiQi_@cityof~_bi<::£gQ:Qfg>; Litherland, Gary <Ga ry. Litherland@cttY.Q.f.~hic~().!:JP; Caminer, Irene 

<lr.~ n e. ~.E.l!llD.gL@<::Ltv.Q.f.f hi C2K9-=9J.Z> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise cu rrent in Lake M ichigan and w i·nds out of the west. For 

precaution we will sample fo r Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hour ly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we vvill do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 

for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCMI LLAN@IIIinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our d iscussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 

Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 1:50PM 

To: McMillan, Dave <P£.VI,_[Y.l(~JY.'LlUAJ2!@Jllir.:!9l~,gQ.\:>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIingis.RQ..Y> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Init ia l) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Borries, Samuel [mi?..iltQ;QQ[[ts;:;_,.?.iiQlUs;!.@~a .goy] 
Se nt: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48 PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexav~Jent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 1:46 PM 

To: RS ER Notification List <B.U.B ... Noti fication ~l.?...t~P.9.,KQY-> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <magul!:_e .a_ndrew~~Qy>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 

<Jj_p_pJ=J:!:ktfr~.Y.:@~p?,gQ_y:>; Behnke, Kristina <b~b_o_ke.kristina ~a.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

202 



ER Notification #1 (Initial)- l~.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, I~ 

Region 5 F:R Notification #1 (Initial): 1\TRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexa\'alent Chrome Release, Portage, lN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

{)yeniew: On 4/1 1117 at approximately 09:30 central time. U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IK. discharging into Burns Waterway (aka 
Bums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the 1\'ational Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to dctennine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This information was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The 'USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, Ea'it Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobili7.ing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to dete1mine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the re)ease into the waterway. 

The facility has minimi7.cd the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at th is time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

G ---·-··----·--···-·-·--

Craig Thomas 
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US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coord inator 

Emergency Response Branch 

77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 

Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cel l 

u 
State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended on!y for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po , Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Bassler. Rachel 
Frioay. April 14, 2017 2:12PM 
Berries, Samuel: Maguire, Andrew; lv1endez. Thomas; Leon, Heriberto. Cannon. Phillippa; Behnke, Kristina; Deamer, 
Eileen; Ballotti. Doug: Guerriero, Margaret; Newton, Cheryl; Rowan, Anne; Kelley, Jeff; Poy. Thomas 
EPA TO OVERSEE PHASED RESTART OF U.S. STEEL PLANT; DATA SHOW NO CHROMIUM IN WATER 

EPA TO OVERSEE PHASED RESTART OF U.S. STEEL PLANT; DATA SHOW NO CHROMIUM 
IN WATER 

Preliminary results of water samples collected by EPA from Burns Waterway and Lake Michigan, including 
Indiana American Water's intake, on April 12, do not indicate hexavalent chromium impacts in either water 
body. All results were below EPA's method detection limit of 1 part per billion. EPA will post preliminary and 
final data to a map viewer on its website as soon as possible. 

EPA wiil provide oversight today as U.S Steel restarts its operations, which have been idle for three days after 
a malfunction caused the discharge of hexavalent chromium into Burns Waterway within 100 yards of Lake 
Michigan. EPA recommended that the company delay its restart until the Agency had sufficient data to show 
there were no lingering effects to the waterway or Lake Michigan. 

EPA and its partner agencies- including the National Park Service- have reviewed the U.S. Steel's 
operations restart plan. EPA will observe the startup process and will closely monitor the outfall discharge. 

If this process goes smoothly, the company plans to gradually restart its plating lines this weekend, while 
neighboring beaches and water intakes remain closed. 

More information about EPA's response to the spill is online at 
https://response.epa.gov/USSteeiHexavalentChrome. 

Additional information about hexavalent chromium 

EPA has a national drinking water standard (also known as a Maximum Contaminant Level) for Total 
Chromium of 100 ug/L (parts per billion). Total Chromium includes both trivalent chromium and hexavalent 
chromium. 

EPA does not have a separate hexavalent chromium standard; however, EPA is currently evaluating health 
effects data to determine if a hexavalent chromium Maximum Contaminant Level is needed . 

For additional information on chromium drinking water standards, please visit our website: 
https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/chromium-drinkinq-water 

### 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cr• 

Poy, Thomas 
Friday, Apri l 14, 2017 2:29PM 
Berries, Samuel; Mendez, Thomas 
Korleski, Christopher; Timothy Henry- EPA 

Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
Attachments: removed.txt; SWPP 68th Crib 041317 Cr+.xls; US Steel Lake Survey East of SWPP 68th Crib 041317 Cr+.xls; Cr6+ Lk 

Survey 041317.pdf 

Sam/Tom: Here are Chicago's sampling results from yesterday. The current changed yesterday to a westerly 
direction as verified by slight increases in concentrations on the grid to the northwest. 
The previous day's high values at location 1 G and 1 GD are a thi rd lower. 

Chicago is going out again today to sample and will be expanding the grid. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org} 
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Pay, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. M urphy@cityofchicago .o rg>; Hernandez-Tom I in, Julie <Julie. He rna ndezTomli n@cityofchicago.org>; Lithe ria nd, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea . 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo .Sa linas@cityofchicago .org>; Lithe ria nd, Gary <Gary. Litherland @cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen .Sale h@cityofch icago.org>; Bresnahan, William <William. Bresnahan @cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem. IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Attached are t he results from yesterday 4/13/17 
• All Samples collected at SWPP from SWPP's 68th Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 

• The Lake Survey (see attached)consisted of 22 sample locations and 27 samples. Five samples with the suffix of 
D indicates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 

• Location 1G and 1GD, yesterday showed results an order of magnitude higher that all other results at 2.0 and 
1.6 respectively. This location is one of the nearest sampling locations {about a mile)near t he spill. BUT 
yesterday's resu lts were lower at this location at 0.6 and 0.62 respectively. 

• Other grid locations showed elevated results below 0.7; thereby, creating a contaminant plume from the point 
source at 1G. 

• The plume appeared to move northwest as predicted following the lake currents from east to west 

• Appears the concentration is being diluted 
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Today 4/14/17 
• IEPA was notified by phone t his morning 
• It was determined to again expand the grid based lake Survey sampling to verify and the plume to make sure 

t he plume is diluting and continue sampling SWPP's Crib every two hours . 
• NOAA l ake Michigan f low current model shows THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 
• TESTING WILL CONTINUE 

Tnanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2017 1:22 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, I rene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notificat ion #1 (I.nitial) Portage, I N 

All 

Attached are the results from yesterday 
• All Samples collected at SWPP f rom SWPP's 68th Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 
• The lake Survey (see attached)consisted of 16 sample locations and 19 samples. Three samples wit h the suffix 

of D indicates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 
• l ocation lG and 1GD show results an order of magnitude higher that all other results at 2..0 and 1.6 

respectively. This locat ion is one of t he nearest sampling locations (about a mile)near the spiil. 

Today 
• IEPA and USEPA were not if ied by phone this morning 
• It was determined to expand the grid based lake Survey sampling to verify and follow t he possible plume and 

cont inue sampling SWPP's Crib every two hours. 
• NOAA l ake Michigan flow cu rrent model shows the CURRENT HAS REVERSED f rom t he previous two days of 

west to east, NOW THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 
• THEREFORE CHANGE IN DIRECTION OF PLUME TO THE WEST 
• TESTING Will CONTINUE 

Thanks 
Alan 

Alan, 

Attached are 2 excel spreadsheets with all of the results f rom samples received yesterday. Final reports w ill hopefully 
be sent out later today. 

If you need anything else, please let me know. 
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Sincerely, 

Nathan Trowbridge 
Client Services Manager 

Eurofins Eaton Analytical, Inc. 
110 South Hifl Street, South Bend, IN 46617 
Phone: 57 4 4 72 5528 
Mobile: 574 302 2590 

Email: NathanTrowbridge@eurofinsUS.com 
Website: http://www. EurofinsUS.com/Eaton 

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, 
retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If 
you receive this in error, please contacl the sender and delete the material from any computer. Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error free as 
information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete. The sender therefore is in no way liable for any errors or omissions in the content of this 
message which may arise as a result of email transmission. If verification is required, please request a hard copy. We take reasonable precautions to ensure our emails are 
free from virt1ses. You need, however. to verify that this email and any attachments are free of viruses. as we can take no responsibility for any computer viruses, which might 
be transierred by way of this email.. We may monitor all email communication through our networks. If you contact us by email, we may store your name and address to 
facilitate communication. -

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 6:04 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan .gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

See below highlighted, results from first ten samples (excel sheet) in agreement with our routine samples collected 
quarterly. Remaining results from Crib lake survey being delivered to Eurofins (as of this email) to follow. Also attached 
GIS plot of lake grid survey, results to follow. As stated earlier further sampling will be based on final results. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Nathan Trowbridge [mailto:_NathanTrowbridoe(dleurofinsUS.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 5:30PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: RE: coc Sheets 

Thanks Alan, 

r've attached data for the 1st 10 samples that were ar:JaJyzed. The next 4, plus the ones corning in tonlghtshoujd be ready 
by tomorrow morning. The data looks fairly steady each .hour ard what! saw of the ne~t 4 was simifar. l'llletyou knov.; . ,, . .. . . . . . 

moTeas:soen;as ! have data. . . .. ~ : ' . 

lfyou need a~thfng else, please 'let.m.e know. I'U·be here until all ofthe new samples are on the instrument. t'll be at 
home checking email after that 

Thanks, 
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Nathan Trowbridge 

Phone: +1 574 472 5528 
Mobile: + 1 57 4 302 2590 
Email: NathanTrowbridge@EurofinsUS.com 

From: Stark, Alan [1Jlailto:81an.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 6:09PM 
To: Nathan Trowbridge 
Subject: COC Sheets 

See attached completed COC from the morning and one from the Lake Survey that is on the way to you 

Alan 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the add ressee(s) named herein and may 
contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. lfyou are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or 
the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mai l, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. 
Jf you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently 
delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof. 

Notify us here to report tllis email as spam. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:23 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, 
Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; (eighnerb@michiqan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Thank you! 

From: Poy, Thomas (mailto:ooy.thomas@eoa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 12:10 PM · 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, liene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

I believe the source of the active release has been stopped and it is just residual in the outfall now. 

Tom 
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Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
U~EPA- Region 5 
(312} 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:AiaD...:.~1.(lrl~@~lt.Y_Qf<::hL<::.?.:gQ,Q_[g] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:37 AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@eoa.gov>; Ames, Mort <,!\t1Qrt.Ar.I.L€.,~..@_£l1YQ.fchicg_go .o.rg>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. M u rphv (Wcitvofchicago. org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <JJ...!_[i_§..:He rn_g_w:J_ezTom i in @dtyqfchicago.org>; Lithe ria nd, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Car:D_ffier@citY.Q..fd tLc.?&9...:.0rg>; Putz, Andrea 
<Ang..r.:~?-Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<(.hris_!qp_her.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAl::L@lllinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mlk~,K~.l!Y@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<fE.~Dis,~ki<:~_cl.9...P..Q.l:!l92.@_cityofch icago.o rg>; O'Malley, Mark < M ari<.O M alley@citvofch icago .org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<.sQ!d9Tc.IQ,~.9.Er:tas@_@_Qfdlicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago . ..Q.Ig> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHoiiJ.D.g_@_idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa:RQy>; 

f.~JghiJ§EQ@.r:D_ic::hJgC3D.K9.Y 
Subject: RE: U.~. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfall? 

From: Poy, Thomas [[D_gjJtQ _ _;p..Qy_J;b_gmas@epa .gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames1 Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland1 Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; ~19b.flecp@JJJl~l9.9D.,.9QY. 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chr~me _Rel~a_~e ER Notific~t~o~ #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not ~eached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
{312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, A Ian [!llqjJ1g_:AI ?.Q_,?.t_a.,r_~@fl!Y.Q.ff_b.k.9EQ-o r:g] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: Ames, Mort <M_or.t~AID§.?.@fi!YQi\.blf.~o.org>; Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@citvofchicago.org>; Hernandez
Tom lin, Julie <Julie. Hero?_Q_Q_~~IQID!iD_@_~l!.Y.Q..f£!~if.,?.E.Q..or_g>; Litherland, Gary <§..?..lY.JJ!be riC3..Qd @ci!Y.of~hicago.o rg>; 
Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caml!JE?L@~Lti9.Kbi.t=.EEQ,.Qrg>; Putz, Andrea <Ao.Qr.~.E..,E.ld.t?:@.flt'iQ..ffhlfil.KQ..:.Qr.g>; Poy, Thomas 
<poy.thomas@epa.gov>; dave McMillan <9~Y.§_,Q:l_~QI.U)_~_@ll!l!lQl~,gQ'{_>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher-Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE-'-M_CMIL.1A~..@IIlino(s .gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike. Ke llv @crtyofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwe r@cityof~b ica_gg_,.QI_g>; Skiadopou los, Frank 
<Era n,k.Skiad o poulos@cityofchicago.org>; 0' Malley, Mark <Mark.OMa lley@cityofchicago .o rg>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Ed.Y.E.r.do .Sa li nas@cityofch icago .o rg>; Litherland, Gary <Ga rv. Lither! and @cityofchicago .o rg> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Po1tage, IN 
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Hi Tom, 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents still counter clockwise. Hourly samples from SWPP's 68th Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 
Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Results will be forvvarded as 1 
get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results will dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you 1or the update. 
We are collecting hourly at SWPP crib, driving samples to Euro iins lhis morning, results later ailernoon. Lake 
survey in morning, drive samples in afternoon, results late njght. I will forward results to you and Dave as I get 
lhem. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Calaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <QQ.v.thomasraJ,epa.gov> 
Date: 4/1 1/17 11:40 PM (G.MT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark0{citvofchicago.QJ.:g>, Dave McMillan <davc.mcn~ilJaD.@il linois.gov>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <MHollindal,idem.1N.gov>, fQiclmerb(a),michigan.gov 
Suhjcct: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

The last that l heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples wi ll be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
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USEPA- Region 5 

(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [m9lJ!Q:.f.\J.?..n.,~tark@cityofchfcago.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 8:02PM 

To: Poy, Thomas <poy.tho_mas~g_a....:.g.Q~> 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Not ification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent [i·om my Vcrizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message--------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <!!QY.dlotnas:CV.cpa.!;lov> 
Date: 4/ l l/17 2:53PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: ''Siark. Alan" <t.lan.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing w ith-the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Wate r Branch 

USEPA- Region 5 

(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan Ltll.EJ!t<J :Alan .Sta rk@cityofc!.li£qgQ.:g.r:g] 

Sent: Tuesday, Apri111, 2017 2:19PM 

To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCM ILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <QQY.,thomas@epa.gov> 

Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 

<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, M ike 

<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 

<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Sa linas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@citvofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 

<Frank.Skiadopoulos(wcityofchicagg_,Qrg>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Lith!=J:I.Q_nd@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene 

<lrene.Caminer@.fityofchlf_qg.Q.:..QLg> 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 

precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 

an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 

for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 
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From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAVE.MCivliLLAN(Q)TIIinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprill1, 2017 1:53PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FVV: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER NotifiCation #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVJD.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Borries, Samuel [mailto:borries .samuel(cuepa.gilld 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.~> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, M ike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<ll_p~rt.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina @epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <.QJ_~nQ._~? .thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initia l) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- lJ.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, l,ortage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23116 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/ 11 I 17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN. discharging into Rums Waterway (aka 
Bums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with t; .S Steel· s environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had detcnnined the material was hexavalent chrome. This infonnation was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard pcrsmmel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. lndiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 
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EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA. OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chroroe re1cascd, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome relea.<>ed and the extent of the release into the \vaterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: l\.ndy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

~ - ·--·-·-.. ·-----·-·------------

Craig Thomas 

US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 

Emergency Response Branch 

77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 

312-802-9637 cell 

EJ 
State of Illinois- CONFIDENTLA.LITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and rnay be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mai! and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client priv ilege, attorney work 
product priv ilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Poy, Thomas 
Friday, April14, 2017 2:29PM 
'Stark. Alan' 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (lnrtial) Portage. IN 

Thanks, Alan. 

-------------------
Tom Poy 
Chief1 Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
US EPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Friday, April14, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie <Julie. He rna ndezToml in @cityofchicago.o rg>; Lithe ria nd, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Sa leh@cityofchicago.org>; Bresnahan, William <William.Bresnahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Attached are t he resu lts from yesterday 4/13/17 
• All Samples collected at SWPP from SWPP's 681

h Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 
• The Lake Survey (see attached)consisted of 22 sample locations and 27 samples. Five samples with t he suffix of 

D indicates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 
• l ocation lG and lGD, yesterday showed results an order of magnitude higher that all other results at 2.0 and 

1.6 respectively. This location is one of the nearest sampling locations (about a mile)near the spill. BUT 
yesterday's results were lower at this location at 0.6 and 0.62 respectively. 

• Other grid locations showed elevated results below 0.7; thereby, creating a contaminant plume from the point 
source at 1G. 

• The plume appeared to move northwest as predicted fo llowing the lake currents from east to west 
• Appears the concentration is being diluted 

Today 4/14/17 
• IEPA was notified by phone this morning 

• It was determined to aga in expand the grid based Lake Survey sampling to verify and the plume to make sure 
the plume is diluting and continue sampling SWPP1

S Crib every two hours. 
• NOAA lake Michigan flow current model shows THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 
• TESTING WILL CONTINUE 

Thanks 
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Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2017 1:22PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Attached are the results from yesterday 

• All Samples collected at SWPP from SWPP's 68th Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 

• The Lake Survey (see attached}consisted of 16 sample locations and 19 samples. Three samples with the suffix 
of D ind icates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 

• Location 1G and 1GD show results an order of magnitude higher that all other results at 2.0 and 1.6 
respectively. This location is one of the nearest sampling locations (about a mile}near the spill. 

Today 
• I EPA and USEPA were notified by phone this morning 

• It was determined to expand the grid based Lake Survey sampling to veri fy and follow the possible plume and 
continue sampling SWPP's Crib every two hours. 

• NOAA Lake Michigan flow current model shows the CURRENT HAS REVERSED from the previous two days of 
west to east, NOW THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 

• THEREFORE CHANGE IN DIRECTION OF PLUME TO THE WEST 

• TESTING WILL CONTINUE 

Thanks 
Alan 

Alan, 

Attached are 2 exce l spreadsheets with all ofthe results from samples received yesterday. Final reports will hopefully 

be sent out later today. 

If you need anything else, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Nathan Trowbridge 
Client Services Manager 

Eurofins Eaton Analytical, tnc. 
110 South Hill Street, South Bend, IN 46617 
Phone 57 4 4 72 5528 
Mobile: 57 4 302 2590 
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Email: NathanTrowbridqe@eurofinsUS.com 
Website: http://www.EurofinsUS.com/Eaton 

The information transmitted 's intended only for the person o· en!Jty to which it is addressed and may contain confidential andlo• privileged material. Any review, 
retrar.!.m;ssion dissemination or other use of. ex taking of any actron rn rehance upo1 this info·matron by persons or entities other thar the rntended recipie.,l is prohi:lited If 
you receive this rn error . please contact the sender anc delete ihe material from any computer. Email transmission cannot be guaranteed t:> be secure o· error free as 
infomlalron could be intercepted, oorruoled, los:, destroyed arrive fate or incomplete. 1 ne sender therefore rs in no way liable 'or any errors or omrssrons in tne content of tnis 
message which may anse as a result of email transmission. If verificaiion is required, please req<Jest a ha' d oopy. We take reasonable precautions to ensure ou· emails are 
tree from viruses. You need. however, to venty that this email and any attachments are free of viruses, as we can take no responsibility lor any computer viruses, wmch might 
be !Iansferred by way of this email We 'T\ay monitor all email communication through our networks. If you contact us by email. we may store your name and address to 
facilitate communication. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday1 April 12, 2017 6:04 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

See below highlighted, results from first ten samples {excel sheet) in agreement with our routine samples collected 
quarterly. Remaining results from Crib lake survey being delivered to Eurofins (as of this email) to follow. Also attached 
GIS plot of lake grid survey, results to follow. As stated earlier further sampling will be based on final results. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Nathan Trowbridge [wailt9:NathanTrowbridqe@eurofinsUS.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 5:30 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: RE: COC Sheets 

Thanks Alan, 

I've attached data for the 1st 10 samples that were analyzed. The next 4, plus the ones corning in tonight should be ready 
by tomorrow morning. The data looks fairly steady each hour and what I saw of the next 4 was similar. I'll let you know 
more as soon as I have data. 

If you need anything else, please let me know. I' ll be here until all of the new samples are on the instrument. I'll be at 
home checking email after that. 

Thanks, 

Nathan Trowbridge 

Phone: +1 574 472 5528 
Mobile: +1 574 302 2590 
Email: Nathan T rowbridge@EurofinsU S com 
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From: Stark, Alan [m_qjJ.t~Aian,_;)J:_gr.k@gJygf_c.!J.i~M!Q:Qf.9] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 6:09PM 
To: Nathan Trowbridge 
Subject: COC Sheets 

See attached completed COC from the morning and one from the Lake Survey that is on the way to you 

Alan 

This e-mail, and any attaclunents thereto, is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may 
contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or 
the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient)) you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. 
] f you have. received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and pcnnanently 
delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof. 

Not ify us here to report this email as spam. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:23 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, 
Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.aov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Thank you! 

From: Poy, Thomas lrn9.i/t.Q:QQYJ .. b9ill.9.~~epa.QQ.Y] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'lv1alley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feig_b_oerP.@micJ.J.i.iliL0.,9QY.: 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

I believe the source of the active release has been stopped and it is just residual in the outfall now. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan l!:D_a..!.!.t.9 :~<:! . .fl:.Sta r~_@_t:;ityofch ic?.g9..:.Q..cg] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:37 AM 
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To: Poy, Thomas <pov.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. M u rphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie. HernandezTom lin@cityofchicago .erg>; Litherland, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@citvofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@citvofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Salinas@citvofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Garv.Litherland@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Holl ingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher.@§.pa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfall? 

From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:poy.thomas@eog-'gqy) 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@micblgan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Wate r Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mai lto:Aian.Star~_@Qt.~ofchicagQ:2.ffi] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.o_rg>; Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy_@~[ty_qfchj_~>; Hernandez
Tomlin, Julie <Julie. Hernandez Tomlin@cityofcf:lj~~_g9 .org>; Lithe ria nd, Gary <Gary. Litherl~md_@cityofch icago.org>; 
Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago_.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityo_f_c;.hicagg.org>; Poy, Thomas 
<poy.thomas@epa.gov>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@citvofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial} Portage, IN 

Hi Tom, 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents still counter clockwise. Hourly samples f rom SWPP's 68th Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 
Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Resu lts wi ll be forwarded as I 
get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results will dictated further sampling and possible mit igation. 
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Thanks 

Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you for the update. 
We are collecting hourly at S\VPP crib, driving samples to Euro fins this morning, results later aftemoon. Lake 
survey in moming, drive samples in afternoon, results late night. I will forward results to you and Dave as f get 
them.. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent front my Verizon, Smnsung Galaxy smartphone 

- ------- Original message--------
From: 11Poy, Thomas 11 <pov.IhQJ!!.:as(cp,~..~{lgt_,.RQ.V> 
Date: 4111117 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark@cjrrq_f~:h.i.f.ago ,~!rg>, Dave McMillan <rJE-Y~ .. mcmillan(cO.il.Iinois.gov>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <MI Iolling:ajdem.TN.gov>, iei@Jl.(:;I:P@mi.c,:higg_n.gov . -
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Pottage, IN 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples wiil be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 

Chief, Ground Wate r and Drinking Water Branch 

USEPA- Region 5 

(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mai lto:Aian.Stark@lcityofchic~go.o__r::.g] 

Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 8:02 PM 

To: Pay, Thomas <QQ.v.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
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Any updates? 

-------- Original message --------
From: ''Poy, Thomas" <poy.thomas'li~~epa.Qov> 
Date: 4111/17 2:53 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, A lan" <Alan.Stark((i;,citvofchitago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, rN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
{312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org} 
Sent: Tuesday, Apri l ll, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Pay, Thomas <poy.thoma?@epa.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Jul ie 
<L~JieJternandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicp~>; Kelly, Mike 
<fY.like.Kel ly@cityofch icago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick .Schwe r@cityofchi~M9..:..9....ffi>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Jylark.Oryial ley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@citypfch.i.f.E.gQ_,Q_Cg>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<f_ral}k.Skiadopoulos@cityofchica~>; Litherland, Gary <§mj..itherland@_<;.l!Y..9 .. f£.bj~_Q[g>; Caminer, Irene 
<Jr.e ne. Cam i ner@citvofchica.&Q..:Q!:g> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Stee l Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notif ication #1 {Initia l) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto :DAVE.f"'CMILLAN\<illllinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notif ication #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 
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From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:50 PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE_.MCfY.lJH_AN@IIIJ~>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYi 

From: Borries, Samuel [mai!to:borries.samuel@eQ.<:!:9QV.] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: E!-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <.R2_IR ... Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <_1Il_aguire.an_9rew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<.li.Q.p_~!JJ.~lfl~Y.@~p(l,gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #l (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #l (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Repot·t as of: 09/23116 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/11/17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Burns Waterw<:ly (aka 
Burns Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Bcslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had detennined the material was hexavalent chrome. This infonnation was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dtmes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and \Vildlife Service, the Department of the Tnterior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are tmder way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the rcJcase into the v,:aterway. 
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The facility has minimiL:ed the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

0 -----------·-·---·-

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W . Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 
Chicago, ll 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

EJ 
State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error. please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Mendez. Thomas 
Friday, Apri! 14, 2017 2 42 PM 
Poy, Thomas: Borries. Samuel 
Korleski, Christopher; Henry, Timothy 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Thanks for sharing. 

Can we ask if these have any qualifiers? I had thought it would have J qualifiers at that low detection levels. 

-Tom 
Sent from iPhone 

From: Pay, Thomas 
Sent: Friday, April14, 2017 2:30 PM 

To: Borries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 

Cc: Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; Henry, Timothy <henry.timothy@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

Sam/Tom: Here are Chicago's sampling results from yesterday. The current changed yesterday to a westerly 
direction as verified by slight increases in concentrations on the grid to the northwest. 
The previous day's high values at location 1 G and 1 GD are a third lower. 

Chicago is going out again today to sample and will be expanding the grid. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 

USEPA- Region 5 
{312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:AI_q_n.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 

Sent: Friday, April 14, 2017 1:48PM 

To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 

<Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 

Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.or:g>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 

<~ndrea.Putz@cityofchicago.:..qrg>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; W heat, Christopher 

<~hri2_topher.Wheat@cityofchicagQ.or,g>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, M ike 

<fY.I ik~_,_Kelly@ cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 

<£ran k.Skiadopoulos@cityofch icago. org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark. 0 Malley@cityofch i cage .org>; Salinas, Eduardo 

<Eduardo.Sa linas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Garv.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Sa leh, Hassen 

<Hassen.Saleh@Jcitvofchicago.org>; Bresnahan, William <William.Bresnahan@cityofchicago.org> 

Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 

feighnerb@michigan.gov 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Attached are t he results from yesterday 4/13/17 
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• All Samples collected at SWPP from SWPP's 68th Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 
• The Lake Survey (see attached)consisted of 22 sample locations and 27 samples. Five samples with the suffix of 

D indicates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 
• Location lG and lGO, yesterday showed results an order of magnitude higher that all other results at 2.0 and 

1.6 respectively. This location is one of the nearest sampling locations (about a mile)near the spill. BUT 
yesterday's resu lts were lower at this locat ion at 0.6 and 0.62 respectively. 

• Other grid locations showed elevated result s below 0.7; thereby, creating a contaminant plume from the point 
source at 1G. 

• The plume appeared to move northwest as predicted following t he lake currents from east to west 
• Appears t he concentration is being diluted 

Today 4/14/17 
• I EPA was not ified by phone this morning 
• It was determined to again expand the grid based Lake Survey sampling to verify and the plume to make sure 

t he plume is diluting and continue sampling SWPP's Crib every two hours. 
• NOAA Lake Michigan flow current model shows THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 
• TESTING WILL CONTINUE 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2017 1:22PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification # 1 (I nitial) Portage, IN 

All 

Attached are the results f rom yesterday 
• All Samples collected at SWPP from SWPP's 68111 Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 
• The Lake Survey (see attached)consisted of 16 sample locations and 19 samples. Three samples with the suffix 

of 0 indicates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 
• l ocation 1G and 1GD show results an order of magnitude higher t hat all other results at 2.0 and 1.6 

respectively. This location is one of the nearest sampling locations (about a mile)near the spill. 

Today 

• I EPA and USEPA were notified by phone this morning 

• It was determined to expand t he grid based l ake Survey sampling to verify and follow the possible plume and 
cont inue sampling SWPP's Crib every two hours. 

• NOAA lake Michigan flow current model shows t he CURRENT HAS REVERSED f rom the previous two days of 
west to east, NOW THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 

• THEREFORE CHANGE IN DIRECTION OF PLUM E TO THE WEST 
• TESTING W ILL CONTINUE 

Thanks 
Alan 
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Alan, 

Attached are 2 excel spreadsheets with all of the results from samples received yesterday. Final reports will hopefully 
be sent out later today. 

If you need anything else, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Nathan Trowbridge 
Client Services Manager 

Eurofins Eaton Analytical, Inc. 
110 South Hill Street, South Bend, IN 46617 
Phone: 574 472 5528 
Mobile: 57 4 302 2590 

Email: NathanTrowbridge@eurofinsUS.com 
Website: http://www. Eu rofi nsUS.com/Eaton 

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential andlor privileged material. Any review, 
retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon this informatio;, by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If 
you receive this in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer. Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error free as 
information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete. The sender therefore is in no way liable for any errors or omissions in the content of this 
message which may arise as a result of email transmission. If verification is required, please request a hard copy. We take reasonable precautions to ensure our email.s are 
free from viruses. You need, however, to verify that this email and any attachments are free of viruses. as we can take no responsibility for any computer viruses, which might 
be transferred by way of this email. We may monitor all email communication through our networks. If you contact us by emai!, we may store your name and address to 
facilitate communication. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 6:04 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland1 Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos1 Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

See below highlighted, results from fi rst ten samples (excel sheet) in agreement with our routine samples collected 
quarterly. Remaining results from Crib lake survey being delivered to Eurofins (as of this emaii) to fol low. Also attached 
GIS plot of lake grid survey, results to follow. As stated earlier further sampling will be based on final results. 

Thanks 
Alan 

frpm: Natha ri Trow bridge [mail to: f\Ja than Tmi.y_Q.[jgg~_@i;umfln.~t,)S . com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 s: 30 PM 
To.: Stiu.'k,.Aiari 
Subject:· RE: C()C Sheets 
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Thanks Alan, 

I've attached data for the 1" 10 samples that were analyzed. The next 4, plus the ones coming in tonight should be ready 
by tomorrow morning. The data looks fairly steady each hour and what I saw of the next 4 was similar. I'll let you know 
more as soon as I have data. 

If you need anything else, please let me know. I'll be here unt il all of the new samples are on the instrument. I'll be at 
home checking email after that. 

Thanks, 

Nathan Trowbridge 

Phone: +1 574 472 5528 
Mobile: +1 574 302 2590 
Email: NathanTrowbridge@EurofinsUS.com 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aipn.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 6:09 PM 
To: Nathan Trowbridge 
Subject: COC Sheets 

See attached completed COC from the morning and one from the Lake Survey that is on the way to you 

Alan 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only f<)r use by the addressee(s) named herein and may 
contain legally privileged and/or confidential infonnation. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or 
tbe person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you arc hereby nolilied that any 
dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this e-mail in enor, please respond to the individual sending the message, and pennanently 
delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof. 

Notify us here to report this email as spam. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:23 PM 
To: 'Pay, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hemandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, I rene; Putz, 
Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, 
Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerQ.@cnichigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Init ial) Portage, IN 

Thank you! 
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From: Poy, Thomas [JEqllt.Q_~pgy_,tb.9JJ192@e.Qa.ggyJ 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; f~hn_eJb.@JJ1i~big?.JD_,.9.9..Y. 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

I belleve the source of the active release has been stopped and it is just residual in the outfall now. 

Toli1 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
{312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan Lr:D.9..iJ!Q:f'.J.9.0.:..Stark@sityg f£DJ.<:::§gQ,QTg] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:37 AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <Q9y.thomas@,gJ?9.~Qy>; Ames, Mort <M.Q_r:_tA_mes@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett.Murphy@lcityofchica~Qig>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 
Gary <Gary.Utherland@cityofchicago.grg>; Caminer, Irene <!r.er")~_cC.9.r:Diner@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <.Q9..\'-.E;,ID .. <::r:D.ll.l9.0..@~>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat @cityofchicago.QC.g>; McMillan, Dave < .. QA.Y~_,M<:::M!'=.~61':!@1Uinq_j_s-'_gg_y>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike. Kelly@cityofchicago.QLg>; Schwer, Patrick <E9..t£[ck.Sd!Y"€.I@<:.itY..Qf.t:::_hlf..§R.Q.:.Qfg>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<f_rank.~!s:iado_p.Qu lo~cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <M9.rLQM~!gy_@_cl!.Y..Qfc_b.jf_?gQ,9.Ig>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<E._cj u a cc.l~L~.§J in a ~q!_yp_ff h icag o. o rg>; Lithe ria nd, Gary <Gary. L i tb .. ~ .. r..la n .Q.@c:i.!YQf~his,:_a._gg,_()r.g> 

Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <ISQ.S.J~~Is.Lr;..b.r:i.?._!QPII.E?t:@E?R~.JS.QY.>; 

f§_ig_h_ngr.l.:>@.r:D.i<:b.iR~UJ.,gp_y 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfall? 

From: Poy, Thomas [.n]ailto__;_p_Qtibo..rm:~s.@@ll_.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, Aprill2, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; f~jghn~r:b.@_mi_r;:_bigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 8'86-5991 
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From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez
Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@citvofchicago.org>; Lithedand, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; 
Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; Poy, Thomas 
<poy.thomas@epa.gov>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE MCMILLAN@lllinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.cu:g>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@citvofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo .Salinas ~.L!Y..9ich icago. org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary. Lithe ria nd@ cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Tom, 

Any updates, re lease quantity and co nee ntration? 

Lake currents still counter clockwise. Hourly samples f rom SWPP's 681
" Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 

Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Results will be forwarded as I 
get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results will dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification # 1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you for the update. 
We are collecting hourly at SWPP crib, ch·iving samples to Euro 1ins this morning, results later aftemoon. Lake 
survey in morning, drive samples in aftcmoon, results late night. I will forward results to you and Dave as J get 
them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent from my Verizon. Sam sung Galaxy smanphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas(W,epa.gov> 
Date: 4/1 1/17 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Starkra;citvofcl'licasw.org>, Dave McMillan <~a\ e.mcmillan@illinois.swv>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <M llolhngrt[':idcm.IN.gov>, feighncr'brc"{:~michig_an.Q.OV 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (lnitial) Portage, IN 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
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A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall . Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
welt. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be Tun for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of sampies will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [rna iltq:A1.9.,Q,~t?.r.k@c::.it~Qfch_l<::~gQ..,Q.Jii] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 8:02PM 

To: Poy, Thomas <pgy,_tb.QJ.:nas_@gQ§,gg_y> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent :6·om my Verizon,. Samsung OaJaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas'' <pov.thomSt§J1~..P..£:£.Q..Y> 
Date: 4/11/17 2:53PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: 11Stark, Alan" <~~1<!!1,St~rk(&.itrQf<;.bi<::~RQ,_Q[g> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 

(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Alan.Stark@citvofchicago.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19PM 

To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILL.4N@IIIinois, __ g.QY.>; Poy, Thomas <.l?..QL.tJ.lQma~@-~~ov> 

Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphv@cityQf~h.J<;,a..g.P...:.QXg>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 

<Ju!ie.HernandezTomlin@cityofch icago.org>; Putz, Andrea <.6.D.9.r~..?...£ut~@cit~ofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike 

<Mike.Kellv@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <E.et0t::.1~~~hwer@fl!Y.ofchicago . org>; O'Malley, Mark 

<Mark.Q_f'0.<:J.lJ~_y@citvofchica._gQ,Q[g>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 

<FraDJs~;;ti.<:J.c.l.QpO!Jio~_cityo.ff.hic::.egQ,Qig>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene 
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<lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampl ing of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please ca ll me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto :DAVE.MCfvJILLAN@llllinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional inform a lion per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Borries, Samuel [mailto:borries.samuei(Olepa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (I nitial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa .gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Not ification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 Gnitial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage. IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1 175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN' 

Report as of: 09/23116 at 13:45 CDT 

Ovenriew: On 4/11117 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a t,rreen 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Burns Waterway (aka 
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Bums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the repmting patting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to deten11ine what it 'vas. OSC Thoma.c.; then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate a.c.; well. 

Upon atriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had detennined the material was hexavalent chrome. This infom1ation was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action~ The USCG, and IDEM have anived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and \Vildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC .A .. Ddy Maguire and START are mob.ilizing to tbe scene to conduct water 
sampling. Jnvcstigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put . 

. M.edia Interest: No media interest at this time. 

El'A Region 5 OSC contact: ./\..ndy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

0 ----·--------·---·--··--·--

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 
Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 
Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

LJ 
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s:ate of lllhois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential. may be 
attorney-client pnvileged or attorney work product. may constitute inside Information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication i;-1 
error. please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof. 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Berries. Samuel 
Friday, April 14, 2017 2:52 PM 
Poy, Thomas 

Cc: Maguire, Andrew: Mendez, Thomas; Behnke, Kristina 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial} Portage, IN 
Attachments: removed.txt; S\,1\/PP 68th Crib 041317 Cr+ .xis; US Steel Lake Survey East of SWPP 68th Crib 041317 Cr+ .xis; Cr6+ Lk 

Survey 041317.pdf 

Thanks Tom, 
Can we post this map and data to our US Steel website? 

From: Pay, Thomas 
Sent: Friday, April14, 2017 2:30PM 

To: Borries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 

Cc: Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; Henry, Timothy <henry.timothy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial} Portage, IN 

Samrfom: Here are Chicago's sampling results from yesterday. The current changed yesterday to a westerly 
direction as verified by s!ight increases in concentrations on the grid to the northwest 
The previous day's high values at location 1 G and 1 GD are a third lower. 

Chicago is going out again today to sample and will be expanding the grid. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan Lm.<!.iJJ<:>~ .. A.Ian.$tar~@fltyofch.t~<lgQ ,QigJ 
Sent: Friday, April14, 2017 1:48PM 

To: Pay, Thomas <QQ.y.thomas@epa,KQY>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 

<J3.?L~~m:.MJdr.Q.hY@<::ityofchicag_()_,_o_rg>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie <Julie. HernandezTom lin @cityofch icago .o rg>; Lithe ria nd, 

Gary <§.?XYo.: b.ith.~!~n.9@.9.!Ye>..f~b.if_9gQ~Q.ffi>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<An_grea:f.!J.t.~@Sih'.<:>f~hica_gq:Qrg>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 

<_{::_hr.J~tooher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 

<M_[l<e.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Fran k.Skiado poulos@cityofchicago.org>; 0' Malley, Mark <Ma rk.OM a lley@cityofc.bi.f.%fLor:g>; Sa I inas, Eduardo 

<Ed uardo.Sal i nas @cityofch icago .o rg>; Litherland, Gary <Gary. Lithe ria nd @cityQf.~_b.Le&.KQ.&r.:g>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Saleh@cityofchicago.org>; Bresnahan, William <Wiliiam .Bresnaha.Q_@.~j!yQfc!Jicago .org> 

Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <!s..Q.rle_2.ki.christooher@eoa.gov>; 
feighnerb@rn ichigan.gov 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial} Portage, IN 

All 

Attached are the results from yesterday 4/13/17 

.. All Samples collected at SWPP from SWPP's 68th Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 
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• The Lake Survey (see attached)consisted of 22 sample locations and 27 samples. Five samples with the suffix of 
D indicates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 

• Location 1G and lGD, yesterday showed results an order of magnitude higher that all other results at 2.0 and 
1.6 respectively. This location is one of the nearest sampling locations (about a mile)near the spill. BUT 
yesterday's results were lower at this location at 0.6 and 0.62 respectively. 

• Other grid locations showed elevated results below 0.7; thereby, creating a contaminant plume from the point 
source at 1G. 

• The plume appeared to move northwest as predicted following the lake currents from east to west 
• Appears the concentration is being diluted 

Today 4/14/17 
• I EPA was notified by phone this morning 
• It was determined to again expand the grid based Lake Survey sampling to verify and the plume to make sure 

the plume is diluting and continue sampling SWPP's Crib every two hours. 
• NOAA Lake Michigan flow current model shows THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 
• TESTING WILL CONTINUE 

Thanks 
Alan 

-- ---- --------
From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2017 1:22PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Attached are the results from yesterday 
• All Samples collected at SWPP from SWPP's 68th Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 
• The Lake Survey (see attached)consisted of 16 sample. locations and 19 samples. Three samples with the suffix 

of D indicates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 
• Location lG and 1GD show results an order of magnitude higher that all other results at 2.0 and 1.6 

respectively. This location is one of the nearest sampling locations (about a mile)near the spill. 

Today 

• IEPA and USEPA were notified by phone this morning 
• It was determined to expand the grid based Lake Survey sampling to verify and follow the possible plume and 

continue sampling SWPP's Crib every two hours. 

• NOAA Lake Michigan flow current model shows the CURRENT HAS REVERSED from the previous two days of 
west to east, NOW THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 

• THEREFORE CHANGE IN DIRECTION OF PLUME TO THE WEST 
• TESTING WILL CONTINUE 

Thanks 
Alan 
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Alan, 

Attached are 2 excel spreadsheets with all of the results from samples received yesterday. Final reports will hopefully 

be sent out later today . 

. If you need anything else, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Nathan Trowbridge 
Client Services Manager 

Eurofins Eaton Analytical, Inc. 
110 South Hill Street, South Bend, IN 46617 
Phone: 574 472 5528 
Mobile: 57 4 302 2590 

Email: NathanTrowbridge@eurofinsUS.com 
Website: http://www. Eu rofins US. com/Eaton 

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, 
retransmission, dissemination or other use of. or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by persons or entities other than the interl ded recipient is prohibited. If 
you receive this in error, please contact the sender and delete the materia! from any computer. Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error free as 
information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete. The sender therefore is in no way liabie for any errors or omissions in the content of this 
message which may arise as a result ·of email transmission. If verification is required. please request a hard copy. We take reasonable precautions to ensure our emails are 
free from viruses. You need, however, to verify that this email and any attachments are free of viruses, as we can take no responsibility for any computer viruses, which might 
be transferred by way of this email. We may monitor all email communication through our networks. If you contact us by email . we may store your name and address to 
facilitate communication. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 6:04 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE:. U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

See below highlighted, results from first ten samples (excel sheet) in agreement with our routine samples collected 
quarterly. Remaining results from Crib lake survey being delivered to Eurofins (as of this email) to follow. Also attached 
GIS plot of lake grid survey, results to follow. As stated earlier further sampling will be based on final results. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From:· Nathan Trowbridge [m9.llt_Q;,N_'itb9.D..Im..0..1::>.ti..Qg~@~JJrofinsUS .cQm] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 5:30PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subj ect: RE: COC Sheets 

Thanks A!an, 
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!'ve attached data for the 151 10 samples that were analyzed. The next 4, plus the ones coming in tonight should be ready 
by tomorrow morning. The data looks fairiy steady each hour and what I saw of the next 4 was similar. l'li let you know 
more as soon as I have data. 

If you need anything else, please let me know. I'll be here until all of the new samples are on the instrument. I'll be at 
home checking email after that. 

Thanks, 

Nathan Trowbridge 

Phone: +1 574 472 5528 
Mobile: +1 574 302 2590 
Email: NathanTrowbridge@EurofinsUS.com 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 6:09PM 
To: Nathan Trowbridge 
Subject: COC Sheets 

See attached completed COC from the morning and one from t he Lake Survey that is on the way to you 

Alan 

This e-mail, and any att.aclunents thereto, is intended only for usc by the addrcssee(s) named herein and may 
contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient ofthis e-mail (or 
the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notilied that any 
dissemination, distri bution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and pennanently 
delete the original and any copy of any e-mai l and printout thereof. 

Notify us here to report this email as spam. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:23 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, I rene; Putz, 
Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, 
Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feiqhnerb@michiqan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, II'J 

Thank you! 
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From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:ooy.thom£?.@~?J .9QY] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; fe igho~rb@Jl1ichigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

I believe the source of the active release has been stopped and it is just residual in the outfall now. 

Torn 

Tom Poy 

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPP.. - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@~ttyQf.!:.bJ.<:::9go.org] 

Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:37 AM 

To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gg~>; Ames, Mort <JY.lQ.!1,./~_rn.~.?.J~£l1VofchLcagg_,_Qig>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. M urphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <j_yl ie. He rna ndezTom lin@ cityofchicagQ_,.Qm>; Litherland, 

Gary <Gary.Lit herland@.fi_t yofct"!i<:::9EQ:Q.r_g>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago .org>; Putz, Andrea 

<Andrea.Putz@cityoftj:l icqgQ.:...Qr::g>; dave McMillan <d~Y.~:l!.l£!J1 illan@illinois .gov>; Wheat, Christopher 

<Christoph~r.WheE._!_@_~i}yqf<;.bj_<;.?.gQ" Q_r:g>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCM ILLAN@I IIino is.gov>; Kelly, Mike 

<~i~~~_,KE;.ti.Y_@<:j_~f<::.bl<::.?.gQ,QJ.:g>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer @lcityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 

<Ef?.D!s.,~~ii:!_gQ.QOulQ,S_@_<:i~'{()_f_c.bJ <::?..&Q"Qr.g>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofc!_)_Lc~~Q,Qrg>; Salinas, Eduardo 

< ~.Q_I}.9.LclQ ,?._?.IJ_Q?.~@<:::iJygf<;:_h._i<:._0..KQ_,_Q_r:g>; Lit he r1 and, Gary <Gary. Litherland@ city o fcl}j<:;_a_gq,g_rg> 

Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <Mt::l_gJJl.og@iQ_~_rn.Jl~Lgg_y>; Korleski, Christopher <.ls_Qll'l?.E~.b.r.i_~t.QQb.gc@~J.??. ,gq_y>; 

feighn e rQ@o}iC.b.iK~Q.Y. 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexava lent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfall? 

From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:poy.thomas@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feigh~r.J2@mi~bl9.9D.,.QOV 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (I nitial) Portage, IN 

Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEP A - Region 5 
(312} 886-5991 
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From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez
Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Garv.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; 
Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz(wcityofchicago.org>; Poy, Thomas 
<poy.thomas@epa.gov>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityotchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Sal ina~@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Tom, 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents sti ll counter clockwise. Hourly samples from SWPP's 68th Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 
Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Results will be forvvarded as I 
get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results will dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April l2, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, I rene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you for the update. 
'vVe are collecting hourly at SWPP crib, driving samples to Euro fins this morning, results later aftemoon. Lake 
survey in moming, drive samples in afternoon, results late night. I will f()tward results to you and Dave as I get 
them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent from my Verizon. Samsung Galaxy smanphone 

-------- Orig inal message--------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <Q.ov.thomastqJ,epa.gov> 
Date: 4/11/17 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Starkr@,citvofchieaQo.or£>, Dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@il linois.Qov>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <\1 I lollinui{ilidem. Il\. uov>, feighnerb@michia:ar.1_g_ov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
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A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall , at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another ful! round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Wate r and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [maiito:Aian.Stark@cityofchicE.RQ.,.QIE] 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 8:02PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <Q9y.thomas@ega.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent t·orn my Vcrizon. Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.thomas(~epa.gov> 
Date: 4111117 2:53PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark@citvofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, JN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Torn Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
US EPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@citY.Q.fchi.f.?...RO.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Poy, Thomas <pov.thornas@e_Q_~ov> 

Cc: Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@citvofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 

<Julie.H~rnandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@cityofcb[t;£&Q~Q!_g>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike. Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchic~o.osg>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Ma rk.O Ma llev(Wcitvofch icago. o rg>; Salinas, Eduardo <Ed uaJQQ .Sajinas @_cjjy_()_f.~h icago ,grg>; Skiado pou los, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <~..9.I.Y:l.itherla nd @<;Ltyofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene 
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<lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mi le off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please cal l me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mai lto:DAVE.MCMILLAJ':L@WinQi$.,QQY] 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 1:53PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

-·-- - ·-···- ·-·-------··--·-··-·--·-------·-----
From: Borries, Samuel [mailto:borries.samuel@c;QQ.&Q.Y.] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48 PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: (External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification # 1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current info'rmation. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification list@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<!l.J;mert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

£R Notification #1 (Initial) - U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER :l'otification #1 (Initial): )JRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4111/17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water ncar an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Burns Waterway (aka 
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Burns Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC#] 175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding th.is incident, and was told the facillty was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as wei I. 

Upon arriving at the sc.ene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's envirorunental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. Thjs inforn1ation was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard pcrsonncJ, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other 'Federal Agency Action: The USCG, c-md IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

El')A Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to detcnnine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

E.PA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

0 ------·----·-·-·-···------·-----

Craig Thomas 
US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 

Emergency Response Branch 
77 W. Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 

Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 

312-802-9637 ce ll. 

EJ 
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State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The i:~formation contained in this communication is confidential, may oe 
a:torney-client pnvtleged or attorney work product, may constitute ms1de information or internal deliberative staff 
communication. and IS mtended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use. disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error. please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege, or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Poy, Thomas 
Friday, April 14, 2017 3:42PM 
'Stark, Alan' 
Mendez, Thomas: Borries, Samuel 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: EPA's OSCs are asking: 
1) Are there qualifiers to the data? 
2) Can they post the map (giving Chicago credit) to the OSC US Steel 

website? https ://response. ~:...9..QY1§.[te/site . profii£?..§QX?sit~..J~:;t.::.:L~j_ 3Q 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
US EPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Friday, April14, 2017 1:48PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. M urphy@cityofchicago.o rg>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Ju I ie.Hernandez Tomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Lithe ria nd, 
Gary <Gary.Lltherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike. Kelly@cityofchicago.o rg>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago .o rg>; Skiado poulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen .Saleh @cityofch icago. o rg>; Bresnahan,-Wi Ilia m <William. Bresnahan@ cityofch icago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Attached are the results f rom yesterday 4/13/17 
• All Samples collected at SWPP from SWPP's 68th Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 

• The Lake Survey (see attached)consisted of 22 sample locations and 27 samples. Five samples with the suffix of 
D. indicates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 

• Location lG and 1GD, yesterday showed results an order of magnitude higher that all other results at 2.0 and 
1.6 respectively. This location is one of the nearest sampling locations {about a mile)near the spill. BUT 
yesterday's results were lower at this location at 0.6 and 0.62 respectively. 

• Other grid locations showed elevated results below 0.7; thereby, creating a contaminant plume from the point 
source at 1G. 

• The plume appeared to move northwest as predicted following the lake currents from east to west 
• Appears the concentration is being diluted 

Today 4/14/17 
• I EPA was notified by phone this morning 
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• It was determined to again expand the grid based Lake Survey sampling to verify and the plume to make sure 
the plume is diluting and continue sampling SWPP's Crib every two hours. 

• NOAA Lake Michigan flow current model shows THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 
• TESTING WILL CONTINUE 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2017 1:22PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, Will iam 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth' ; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Attached are the results from yesterday 
• All Samples collected at SWPP from SWPP's 681

h Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 
• The Lake Survey (see attached}consisted of 16 sample locations and 19 samples. Three samples with the suffix 

of D indicates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 
• Location lG and 1GD show results an order of magnitude higher that all other results at 2.0 and 1.6 

respectively. This location is one of the nearest sampling locations (about a mile}near the spill. 

Tuday 
• I EPA and USEPA were notified by phone this morning 
• It was determined to expand the grid based Lake Survey sampling to verify and follow the possible plume and 

continue sampling SWPP's Crib every two hours. 
• NOAA Lake Michigan f low current model shows the CURRENT HAS REVERSED from the previous two days of 

west to east, NOW THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 

• THEREFORE CHANGE IN DIRECTION OF PLUME TO THE WEST 
• TESTING WILL CONTINUE 

Thanks 
Alan 

-------------------------
Alan, 

Attached are 2 excel spreadsheets with all of the results from samples received yesterday. Final reports will hopefully 
be sent out later today. 

If you need anything else, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Nathan Trowbridge 
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Client Services Manager 

Eurofins Eaton Analytical, Inc. 
110 South Hill Street, South Bend, IN 46617 
Phone: 574 472 5528 
Mobile: 574 302 2590 

Email: NathanTrowbridge@eurofinsUS.com 
Website: http:/ /www.EurofinsUS.com/Eaton 

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential andior privileged material. Any review, 
retransmission. dissemination or other use of. or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by persons or entities other U\an the intended recipient is prohibited. If 
you receive this in error, please contact the sendet and delete the material from any computer. Email transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error free as 
information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete. The sender therefore is in no way liable for any errors or omissions in the content of this 
message which may arise as a result of email transmission. If verification is required, please request a hard copy. We take reasonable precautions to ensure our emails are 
free from viruses. You need, however, to verify thai this -email and any attachments are free of viruses, as we can take no responsibility for any computer viruses. which might 
be· transferred by way of this email. We may monitor all email communication through our networks. If you contact us by email, we may store your name and address to 
facilitate communication. 

from: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 6:04 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

See below highlighted, results from first ten samples (excel sheet) in agreement with our routine samples collected 
quarterly. Remaining results from Crib lake survey being delivered to Eurofins (as of this email) to follow. Also attached 
GIS plot of lake grid survey, results to follow. As stated earlier further sampling wiil be based on final results. 

Thanks 
Alan 

·From; Nathan Trowbridge [mailto:Natb9.J.Jimwbridg~@~urofinsUS.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 s·:30 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: RE: COC Sheets 

Thanks Alan, 

I've attached data for the 1st 10 samples that were analyzed. The next 4, plus the ones coming in tonight should be ready 
by tomorrow morning. The data looks fairly steady each hour and what I s.aw of.the .next 4 was.similar. I'll let you kn{Jw 
more as soon as I have data. 

H~wou need anything else, please let me know. l'!i be here untii all of the new samples are on the instrument. l'll be at 
h'ome chec.king email after that. 

Thanks, 

Nathan Trowbridge 

Phone: +1 574 472 5528 
Mobile: +1 574 302 2590 
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Ema1l: NathanTrowbridqe@EurofinsUS.com 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 6:09PM 
To: Nathan Trowbridge 
Subject: COC Sheets 

See attached completed COC from the morning and one f rom the Lake Survey that is on the way to you 

Alan 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, is intended only for use by the addressec(s) named herein and may 
contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient ofthis e-mail (or 
the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any attachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this e-mail in enor, please respond to the individual sending the message, and pennanently 
delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof 

Notify us here to report this email as spam. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:23 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopheri McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, 
Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; ffillhLl.~r.P.@ITJicjliqan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Po1tage, IN 

Thank you! 

From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:pqiJ.bomasC&e.Q.Q.&Q..Y.] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michiqan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

I believe the source of the active release has been stopped and it is just residual in the outfall now. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
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(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [rraiito:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago..:Q!:Rl 

Sent: Wednesday, April12, 201710:37 AM 

To: Poy, Thomas <Q.QY~.tb_ornas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ame~ .. @~l!YS?.ff:hicago.g_rg>; Murphy, Barrett 

<Ba rr~_tMurpJ.J.y@f;ityofchl,~gQ_:_Q_Cg>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie <Julie.Hern_~_Q.q~_z]_O...r:D..li.r.l@_cj1yofc.:bicagg_,g.cg>; Litherland, 
Gary <Ga ry.~ith_gr.@nd@ci!Y..9J.£:hicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@Q.ty_o._f.;.bJ.~~Q.,..Q.cg>; Putz, Andrea 

<Andrea.Putz@city()_ff.bL~o.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 

<Christopher.Wheat@cj!JI.Qfsbicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIlinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kellv@citvofchicago.()lg>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank .Skiadooou los@cityofch icago .org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark. OM a I lev @citvofch icago .o rg>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<.Sduardo.Salinas@citvofchicago.o.cg_>; Litherland, Gary <§_~LY:Litherland@cityofch icago.org> 

Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@Jg~_QJJf:!,ggy>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 

f~igl]_n_gr._~@michigan.gov 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfall? 

From: Poy, Thomas [lnailto:poy.thomas(cuepa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Camiiler, Irene; Putz, Andrea; · 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb(O)michigan.goy: 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Alan: No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 

USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [!ll?._[lto:Alan .Stark@citvofchl£~go.org] 

Sent: Wednesday, April12, 201710:08 AM 

To: Ames, Mort <.tvlqrt.Ames@cityofchicago.or:g>; Murphy, Barrett <J?..~u.ett:JV!urph:i@fltyofchicago.org>; Hernandez

Tornlin, Julie <LuJig.:...tt~mandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <§_9..IY:1J.tb.erland@citvofchicago.org>; 

Caminer, Irene <J.rgog_~~?..r:niner@cityofchicago .org>; Putz, Andrea <6ndre<U:.vt~.@.~J!Y<QfcQ.L£ago.org>; Poy, Thomas 
<pov.thom?~@.~P?._,g()_y>; dave McMillan <dave.mcrnillan@il linois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 

<Christopher. W_IJ.':?..?.!@.fi!Y_ofch icago .org>; McM ilia n, Dave <DAVE .MCM I LLA~_@Ul_iQQi.§,gQI{>; Kelly, Mike 

<Mike.Kelly@city_Q.f~_bl~<lKQ"g_rg>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchic~_,_Q[g>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 

<Frank.Skiadoooulg~@.fi!.YQf.f.hic£gQ:.Qffi>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchL~a._gq_,Qrg>; Salinas, Eduardo 

<Eduardo.Salinas@cftY.9.ffhi_~_?.EQ.:9.[g>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland(rocityofchicagg,_qrg> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Tom, 

Any updates, release quantity and concentrat ion? 
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Lake currents still counter clockwise. Hourly samples from SWPP's 68111 Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 
Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Results will be forwarded as I 
get them. Crib sampling now every two ~ours lab results will dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you for the update. 
V../e are collecting hourly at SWPP crib: driving samples to Euro fins this morning, results later afternoon. Lake 
survey in morning, drive samples in afternoon, results late njght. I will forward results to you and Dave as I get 
them. 

Thanks 
Alan 

Sent !Tom my Vcri1.on. Sam~ung (~a!axy smanphone 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <,l29.YJhQDJ.?.:§.@~pa.gox> 
Date: 4/11117 11:40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" </.1!.§J1.S...~i~Ik@c::!J_vofchjcago.org>, Dave McMillan <Q .. ?,ve.mcrnillan(0illinois.go_y>, Mary 
Hollingsw01th <MJJQ..ll!11g@ic.lem.ill,goy>, feighnerb((i)michigan.cg.Qv 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel 1 lcxavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

The last that I heard, they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 
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From: Stark, Alan Lmai lto:AI.flJ}.StqrK@~l!Y.Qffbk~g_g,g_r.g] 

Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 8:02PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <.QQY.JDQQJ.?...i@_E;.J?_?.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent fi·om my Verizon, Samsuug Gaiaxy s111 arlphonc 

-------- Original message --------
from: "Poy, Ilwmas" <Qov.thg_D.:.@S(~{cpa.gov> 

Date: 4111/17 2:53 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark. Alan '1 <Alan. Stark:C.V.citvofchicano. ora> 

•' -•-•••••••••••••-••••••••--•·• ••--•;._,w __ . _ _.,,_,,n.H·••••••'•«••••·•••••••••'•~••••••"•••••"•••'e. 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification#] (Jnitial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
US EPA- Region 5 
(3 12} 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofch icago.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 2:19 PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <_QAVE.MCMJ1JAN@Jl!.iD_Q~9..Y>; Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@ega.gov> 
Cc: Murphy, Barrett <_~~_r:_et.LM.~!rPJ1..Y.@Qtyofcl:lka_go.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 
<ltJ.lL~,IjE~LD.C!Dc.l.?.Z.IQ_Q1_1iQ.@f]!yofc_b_i_fMQ:..9_r.g>; Putz, And rea <And rea. P utz@cityofch icago .o rg>; Kelly, Mike 
<.Ml~-~-,K~llv@~iJygf~bl<:9.KQ:..Q.ffi>; Schwer, Patrick <P.9.tdf~_,?.f.b~_g_r.@c._i!Y.Q fc hi ca go. Q.ffi>; 0' M a lie y, Mark 
<JY.1.9.!:~,QM.9. 11~y:@~:=.Hv9_fc::htc._~o ,.Q[g>; Salinas, Eduardo <.S_Q.l,l_<:lL<iO .Sa_Li_Q?S@Jcitvofchicago .org>; Skiadopou los, Frank 
<Ef.?.fJk,?._k.i9._QQPQtJ.J.QS.@.<=.it.Y<J..tc..bl~qg_q_,Q_r:g>; Litherland, Gary <G.?..E.Y.c~ith..e ria nd @cityofchicagQ.org>; Cam iner, Irene 

<Jr.~.IJ~"-~a 11J.i.IJ.§L@_t::iJyqf<:bL<,:?g.Q,QJ_g> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from the lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we will do a grid sampl ing of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Ind iana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [m9iltQ~_QA.\f..~.MCMILlAN_@lllinois.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53 PM 
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To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Berries, Samuel [mailto:borries.samuel@epa.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:48 PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 1:46PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification List@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@_gQa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

ER Notification #1 (Initial)- U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/11/17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water ncar an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN, discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
Burns Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to detem1ine what it was. OSC Thomas lhen contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez. who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Beslow and Mendez met ·with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This information was inunediately 
shared with Cnited States Coast Guard personneL who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have arrived on scene. EPA bas 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approx.imately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 
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EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent ofthe release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. · 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire, 312-758-8672 

0 ···--··---···------·-······----···--

Craig Thomas 

US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 

Emergency Response Branch 
77 W . Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 

Chicago, IL 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

E:J 
State of Illinois- CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
commLmication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product priv ilege, or any other exemption from disciosure. 
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Po , Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Tom Poy 

Poy, Thomas 
Friday, April14, 2017 3 45 PM 
Porter, Andrea 
FW: US Steel Map/Cone 
US Steel Lake Survey Gnd Conc.docx 

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Friday, April14, 2017 3:45PM 
To: Berries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov>; Korleski, Christopher 
<korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; Timothy Henry- EPA <Henry.Timothy@epa.gov> 
Subject: US Steel Map/Cone 

I created a rough map of the Chicago grid locations and concentrations that make it easier to see the change 
from 4/12 to 4/13. 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 
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Po , Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Poy, Thomas 
Friday, April 14, 2017 3:45PM 
Berries, Samuel; Mendez, Thomas; Korleski, Christopher; Timothy Henry - EPA 
US Steel Map/Cone 
US Steel Lake Survey Grid Conc.docx 

I created a rough map of the Chicago grid locations and concentrations that make it easier to see the change 
from 4/12 to 4/1 3. 

Tom Poy 

Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 

USEPA - Region 5 

{312) 886-5991 
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Po , Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Tom, 

Ribordy. Michael 
Monday, April17, 2017 9:31AM 
Poy, Thomas 
FW: US Steel Map/Cone 
US Steel Lake Survey Grid Conc.docx 

Could you provide a little more information on the city data and what we're seeing. What units are we using, is it hex 
chrome or total, does a range indicate multiple samples from that location, na- not sampled, all water samples ... 

Thanks 

From: Borries, Samuel 
Sent: Monday, April17, 2017 8:57AM 
To: Ribordy, Michael <ribordy.mike@epa.gov>; Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Behnke, Ki-istina 
<beh nke. kristina @epa .gov> 
Subject: FW: US Steel Map/Cone 

FYI 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Monday, April17, 2017 7:58AM 
To: Borries, Samuel; Mendez, Thomas; Korleski, Christopher; Henry, Timothy 
Subject: US Steel Map/Cone 

I created a rough map of the Chicago grid locations and concentrations that make it easier to see the change 
from 4/12 to 4/13. 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Poy, Thomas 
Monday, April17, 2017 9:40AM 
Ribordy, Michael 
RE: US Steel Map/Cone 

Mike: It's· hex chromium; the numbers are "4/12 Cr6 cone" I "4/13 Cr6 cone" 
na = not sampled 

where there are two pairs of numbers (e.g., 0·1610 ·22 - na!0.26 ) these are samples taken at the same 
location: the first pair was taken from the ship's sampling port- the second pair is a dip sample 
all water samples 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Ribordy, Michael 
Sent: Monday, April17, 2017 9:31AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: US Steel Map/Cone 

Tom, 
Could you provide a little more information on the city data and what we're seeing. What units are we using, is it hex 
chrome or total, does a range indicate multiple samples from that location, na - not sampled, all water samples ... 

Thanks 

From: Borries, Samuel 
Sent: Monday, April17, 2017 8:57AM 
To: Ribordy, Michael <ribordy.mike@epa.gov>; Maguire, Andrew <magyjre .andre.YI:'.@~Q.?_,ggy>; Behnke, Kristina 
<Q~QJ]__k,_E;.. krlsti IJ.a@ epa .gov> 
Subject: FW: US Steel Map/Cone 

FYI 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Monday, April17, 2017 7:58AM 
To: Borries, Samuel; Mendez, Thomas; Korleski, Christopher; Henry, Timothy 
Subject: US Steel Map/Cone 

I created a rough map of the Chicago grid locations and concentrations that make it easier to see the change 
from 4/12 to 4/13. 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 
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From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Friday, April14, 2017 11:23 AM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.rita@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan <bahr.ryan@epa.gov>; 
Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov>; Kelley, Jeff <kelley.jeff@epa.gov>; Korleski, Christopher 
<korleski .christopher@epa .gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question- chemical spill 

Thanks Dean and Tom. I continue to receive questions on whether there is an action level for hexavalent chromium and 
if 2 ppb is above that level? I drafted a statement to share with interested reporters based on your responses. Thoughts? 

Statement on Hexavalent Chromium at U.S. Steel chemical spill 

EPA has a national drinking water standard for tota l chromium of 100 parts per bill ion. The maximum contaminant level 
for tota l chromium includes both trivalent chromium and hexavalent chromium of 100 ug/L or 100 parts per billion. 

EPA does not have a hexavalent chromium standard; however, EPA is currently evaluating health effects data to 
determine a hexavalent chromium maximum contaminant level is needed. 

Preliminary data suggests that hexavalent chromium from the spill is not present near drinking water intakes. 

For additional information on chromium drinking water standards, please visit our website: 
https://www.epa.gov/dwstandardsregulations/chromium-drinking-water 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler. rachel @epa .gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Poy., Thomas 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 6:51PM 
To: Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.rita@e~o'{>; Bahr, Ryan <bahr.ryan@epa.gov>; 
Kuefler, Patrick <kuefler.patrick@epa.gov>; Kelley, Jeff <kelley . jeff@_~a.J~Qv>; Korleski, Christopher 
<korleski.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: Re: Northwest Indiana Times Question -chemical spill 

Dean is correct. There is an MCL for Total Chromium, which includes both Trivalent Chromium and 
Hexavalent Chromium, of 100 ug/L or 100 ppb. Trivalent Chromium and llcxavalent Chromium readily 
convert to one another. 'There is no MCL for Hexavalent Chromium. EPA is evaluating the health effects data 
to determine whether the Total Chromium MCL needs to be modified or a Hexavalent Chromium MCL is 
needed. 

TomPoy 
Chief, Ground and Drinking Water Branch 
CSEPA -Region 5 
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(312) 886-5991 

On Apr 13, 2017, at 5:21 PM, Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel(q),ep<-uwv> wrote: 

All- the reporter is pinging- any way we can get an answer for the first question? Does this website 

explain it? https://www .epa .gov I dwsta ndardsregulations/ chrom i u m-d ri n king-water 

Question: Does EPA nave an allowable limit for hexavalent chromium? Is 2,231 ug/l exceptionally 
high? 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler.rachel@epa.gov 
p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Maraldo, Dean 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 3:59 PM 
To: Bassler, Rachel <Bas~ler.Rachel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Bair, Rita <bair.rita@epa.gov>; Bahr, Ryan 
<bah r. ryan (we pa .KQY>; Kuefler, Patrick <kuefle r .patrick(wepa .gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Rachel: re question 1 - I believe there is a national drinking water standard for total chromium of 100 
ppb. I don't believe there is a hex chromium standard. So, yes, 2,231 ug/1 would exceed the primary 
standard for drinking water. I'll defer to our drinking water program {Tom or Rita?} - - -

Question 2: I am not aware of any EPA enforcement at this facility. At least not for NPDES-related 
violations. State issued informa l enforcement actions back in 2012-13. I'm cc'ing Ryan and Pat to see if 
they have any memory of NPDES enforcement at US Steel in Portage. 

From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Thursday, April13, 2017 3:34PM 
To: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Hi Dean, 

For the second question, is there a database we can point the reporter to? 

Thanks, 
Rachel 

Rachel Bassler 
Press Officer 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
bassler.rachel@epa.gov 
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p: 312-886-7159 
c: 312-914-3393 

From: Ribordy, Michael 
Sent: Thursday, Aprill3, 2017 3:30PM 
To: Bassler, Rachel <Bassler.Rachel@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maraldo, Dean <Maraldo.Dean@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: Northwest Indiana Times Question 

Rache l, 
Talk with Dean Maraldo in Water. He should at least be able to help with question 1 and probably 2. 

From: Bassler, Rachel 
Sent: Thursday, April l3, 2017 2:30PM 
To: Ribordy, Michael <ribordy.mike@epa.gov> 
Subject: Northwest Indiana Times Quest ion 

Hi M ike, 

Do you know who the best person to answer these questions wou ld be? 

Does EPA have an allowable limit for hexavalent chromium? Is 2,231 ug/L except ionally high? 

Has the EPA conducted any enforcement activities in the past for U.S. Steel conducted controlled spills? I 
was told EPA ordered U.S. Steel to stop at some point. Can you point me to documents on EPA's website 
relating to this? 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Stark, Alan <Alan.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Monday, April 17, 2017 12:31 PM 
Poy, Thomas 

Cc: Mendez, Thomas; Borries, Samuel; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Ames, Mort; Wheat, 
Christopher 

Subject: RE U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
Attachments: QAQC of all sample analysis collected for Cr6+ and submitted from 041117 through 041417.pdf 

Tom 

Attached are the official report with QA/QC. Also please post from all information we submitted. Anv questions please 
call me 312-617-4233 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:poy.thomas@epa.gov] 
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2017 3:42PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Cc: Mendez, Thomas; Berries, Samuel 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: EPA's OSCs are asking: 
1) Are there qualifiers to the data? 
2) Can they post the map (giving Chicago credit) to the OSC US Steel 

website? bJtP..§:.fll~§..QQnse. epa .gov/site/site profile. aspx?site id= 12130 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 

USEPA- Region 5 
{312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@£J!)'.ofchig~__go.org] 

Sent: Friday, April14, 2017 1:48PM. 

To: Poy, Thomas <.Qoy.thomas@epiJ_,gQ_\1_>; Ames, Mort <jy1ort_,A_r:D_es@s;:_Lt.Y.QfC:bl~qgQ...:Qfg>; Murphy, Barrett 

<Barrett.Murphv@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Jull§_,li~ID.9_QQ~?_T_Q_mlin@.fi1y_()_f_C:blf.9.gQ:.Qig>; Litherland, 

Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.CaiJliner@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andr_~a.Putz@citvofch icago.org>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmiiian@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 

<.ChrJ~j:_ggber.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 

<MlK~~~~Jly_@fl!yofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank5kiadoJ2_oUIQ.?.@cityofchicago:org>; O'Malley, Mark <fVIark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 

<Eduargg.Salinas@citygl.~hicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 

<Hassen .Sq_@@cityoJ.c:b.IC:..?..EO .org>; Bresnahan, William <Wi Ilia m. 8 resna han @cityofchicago.org> 

Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHoll ing@idenJJtLgov>; Korleski, Christopher <kor!eski.ch ristopher_@_e__.Q9.gov>; 

i~.Rbn_gr_b_@ m ich iga n .gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Attached are the results from yesterday 4/13/17 
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• All Samples collected at SWPP from SWPP's 68tn Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 
• The Lake Survey (see attached}consisted of 22 sample locations and 27 samples. Five samples with the suffix of 

D indicates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 
• Location lG and lGD, yesterday showed results an order of magnitude higher that all other results at 2.0 and 

1.6 respectively. This location is one of the nearest sampling locations (about a mile}near the spill. BUT 
yesterday's results were lower at this location at 0.6 and 0.62 respectively. 

• Other grid locations showed elevated results below 0.7; thereby, creating a contaminant plume f rom the point 
source at lG. 

• The plume appeared to move northwest as predicted following the lake currents from east to west 
• Appears the concentration is being diluted 

Today 4/14/17 
• IEPA was notified by phone this morning 
• It was determined to again expand the grid based Lake Survey sampling to verify and the plume to make sure 

the plume is dilut ing and continue sampling SWPP's Crib every two hours. 
• NOAA Lake Michigan flow current model shows THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 
• TESTING WILL CONTINUE 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Thursday, April 13, 2017 1:22PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly1 Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Attached are the results from yesterday 
• All Samples collected at SWPP from SWPP's 68th Street Crib Complex are within normal range. 
• The Lake Survey (see attached}consisted of 16 sample locations and 19 samples. Three samples with the suffix 

of D indicates a Dip control sample to validate pumped sample. 
• Location lG and 1GD show results an order of magnitude higher that all other results at 2.0 and 1.6 

respectively. This location is one of t he nearest sampling locations (about a mile}near the spill. 

Today 

• IEPA and USEPA were notified by phone this morning 
• It was determined to expand the grid based Lake Survey sampling to verify and follow the possible plume and 

continue sampling SWPP's Crib every two hours. 

• NOAA Lake Michigan flow current model shows the CURRENT HAS REVERSED from the previous two days of 
west to east, NOW THE CURRENT IS EAST TO WEST. 

• THEREFORE CHANGE IN DIRECTION OF PLUME TO THE WEST 
• TESTING WILL CONTINUE 

Thanks 
Alan 
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Attached are 2 excel spreadsheets with all of the results from samples received yesterday. Final reports will hopefully 
be sent out later today. 

If you need anything else, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Nathan Trowbridge 
Client Services Manager 

Eurofins Eaton Analytical, Inc. 
110 South Hill Street, South Bend, IN 46617 
Phone: 574 472 5528 
Mobile: 57 4 302 2590 

Email: NathanTrowbridge@eurofinsUS.com 
Website: http://www.EurofinsUS.com/Eaton 

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, 
retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by persons or erttities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If 
you receive this in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer. Email transmission cartnot be guaranteed to be secure or error free as 
information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete. The sender therefore i.s in no way liable for any errors or omissions in the content of this 
message which may arise as a result of email transmission. If veriiication is required, please request a hard copy. We take reasonable precautions lo ensure our emails are 
free from viruses. You need, however, to verify that this email and any attachments are free of vinJses, as we can lake no responsibility for any computer viruses, which might 
be transferred by way of this email. We may monitor all email communication through our networks. if you contact us by email, we may store your name and address to 
facilitate communication. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 6:04PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz/ 
Andrea; 'dave McMillan'; Wheat, Christopher; 'McMillan, Dave'; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; 
O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary; Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: 'Mary Hollingsworth'; 'Korleski, Christopher'; 'feighnerb@michigan.gov' 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage/ IN 

See below highlighted, results from first ten samples (excel sheet) in agreement with our routine samples collected 
quarterly. Remaining results from Crib lake survey being delivered to Eurofins (as of this email) to follow . Also attached 
GIS plot of lake grid survey, results to follow. As stated earlier further sampling will be based on final results. 

Thanks 

Alan 

From: Nathan Trowbridge [mailto:NathanTrowbridg~_@"=-JJ.mf!n~_lJ..$,tQm] 
Sent: Wednesday~ April12, 2017 5:30PM 
To: Stark, Alan . 
Subject: RE: COC Sheets 
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Thanks Alan, 

I've attached data for the 1st 10 samples that were analyzed. The next 4, plus the ones coming in tonight should be ready 
by tomorrow morning. The data looks fa irly steady each hour and what I saw of t he next 4 was similar. I' ll let you know 
more as soon as I have data. 

If you need anything else, p lea se let me know. I'll be here until all of the new samples are on the instrument. I'll be at 
home checking email afte r that. 

Thanks, 

Nathan Trowbridge 

Phone: +1 574 472 5528 
Mobile: +1 574 302 2590 
Email: NathanTrowbridge@EurofinsUS.com 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicaqo.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 6:09PM 
To: Nathan Trowbridge 
Subject: COC Sheets 

See attached completed COC from the morning and one f rom the Lake Survey that is on the way to you 

Alan 

This e-mail, and any attachments thereto, 1s intended only for use by t.he addressee(s) named herein and may 
contain legally privjlcged ancllor confidential information. If you arc not the intended recipient ofthis e-mail (or 
the person responsible for delivering tlus document to the intended recipient), you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution, printing or copying of this e-mail, and any at.lachment thereto, is strictly prohibited. 
If you have received this e-mail in error, please respond to the individual sending the message, and permanently 
delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof. 

Notify us here to report th is email as spam. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 12:23 PM 
To: 'Poy, Thomas'; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, I rene; Putz, 
Andrea; dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, 
Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feiahnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Thank you! 
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From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:ooy.thomas@epa.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, Aprill2, 2017 12:10 PM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.oov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

I believe the source of the active release has been stopped and it is just residual in the outfall now. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [r:D._§ilto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 

Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:37 AM 

To: Poy, Thomas <pqyJb.Q!Il.92.@~a.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@fliyQf~hJ~.?.gQ,_Qrg>; Murphy, Bar rett 

< Ba ~LeJt[Y.li,,T.PhY@c.:iJygfc.:.bJ<:.?.KQ,O rg>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie. He rr@ndezTg __ 111ll!J.@<:.i!Y:Qf£bif.£!gQ:9.r:g>; Lithe ria nd, 
Gary <§.a rv.:.U!h~r.I?QQ@c:.itY-Qfc::hl.c::.?.gQ.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@.fityofchicago.Qrg>; Putz, Andrea 

<Andrea .Pu:tz@.~i!yqfc::bic:?.gQ,Q.r:g>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@il linois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 

<Christog!}~J:'Y.!J.E:!_~t@c;iJyQfc;bif?..KQ.:.Q!:g>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@II Iinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 

<Mike. Kelly @9_tygfc.hic::.?.gQ:.Qr.g>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwe r@cityofch icago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 

<Frank .SkiadopouL~.c::itygfc::.b..J.c:?.gQ,Qig>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMallev@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Salinas@cityQ.f.C::.bJ.c::9..gQ_,Q.r:g>; Litherland, Gary <Garv.Litherland@cityofchicago.org> 

Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <.M_fj_QIJ\ng@i c:l~r.D.:Ih!_.:.E;Q)!>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christooher@~..l2£:E.Q.Y>; 

fgjghne rb@ michigan .gov. . 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Have they stopped the outfal l? 

From: Poy, Thomas [mailto:poy.thomas@epa.g_Qy] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 12, 2017 10:35 AM 
To: Stark, Alan; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; McMillan, Dave; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; 
Salinas, Eduardo; Litherland, Gary 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@!J1iC::.b.illiLr:J.:.9.Q.'i 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Hi Alan : No update on quantity or concentration. The sampling from yesterday was indicating that the 
chromium had not reached Lake Michigan. More sampling is going to be done today. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

294 



From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 10:08 AM 
To: Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett <Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez
Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Garv.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; 
Caminer, Irene <lre'le.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea <Andrea.Putz@citvofchicago.org>; Poy, Thomas 
<poy.thomas@epa.gov>; dave McMillan <dave.mcmillan@illinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@ IIIinois.gov>; Kelly, Mike 
<Mike.Kel ly@citvofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiadopou los@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark <Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Sa linas, Eduardo 
<Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, Gary <Garv.Litherland@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Init ial) Portage, IN 

Hi Tom, 

Any updates, release quantity and concentration? 

Lake currents still counter clockwise. Hourly samples from SWPP's 68t~ Street Crib complex in route to Eurofins in South 
Bend. Lake Survey underway, samples will be driven to Eurofins once they boat gets back. Results will be forwarded as I 
get them. Crib sampling now every two hours lab results wil! dictated further sampling and possible mitigation. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Wednesday, April12, 2017 1:44AM 
To: Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hemandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, I rene; Putz, Andrea; Poy, Thomas; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher 
Subject: Fwd: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Not ification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom 
Thank you for t he update. 
We are co llecting hourly at S\VPP crib, driving samples to Euro tins this morn ing, results later afternoon. Lake 
survey in moming, drive samples in afiemoon, results late night. I will forward results to you and Dave as I get 
them. 

T hanks 
Alan 

Sent from my Vcri:lOn, Samsung Galaxy smanphonc 

-------- Original message --------
Prom: "Poy, Thomas" <pov.th<,mas@.epa.gov> 
Date: 4/11/17 11 :40 PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark.@De_itvofclile(!.go.oru>, Dave MeMillau <da~-~.mcmill<:lnrq)illinois.Q.ov>, Mary 
Hollingsworth <MH_9Uinara·~idem.IN. gov>, fci ghnerbri:l),mi chi gan. !lOV 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel llcxavalcnt Chrome Release ER Notification #1 ( Initial) Portage, IN 

The last that I heard , they were still investigating the cause and volume of the release. 
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A set of samples were collected before dark. Samples were taken upstream of the outfall, at the outfall, and 
downstream of the outfall. Two samples were also taken at the nearby Indiana American Water intake and wet 
well. A subset of samples, including the samples taken at the water intake, were sent to an on-site lab for rapid 
turnaround. The highest concentration of in the samples was detected at the outfall was 949 ppb. The 
samples taken at the American Water intake and wet well were non-detects for total chromium. The rest of the 
samples will be sent off to a lab in Valparaiso later tonight to be run for hexavalent chromium. Overnight, 
samples will be taken at the outfall every 2 hours and another full round of samples will be taken tomorrow 
morning 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 

. (312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian .Stark@cityofcb~.R,.9J:g} 

Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 8:02PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas(,@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Any updates? 

Sent fi·om my Verizon. Samsung G<'liaxy smartph.one 

-------- Original message --------
From: '1Poy, Thomas" <pC!.YJhq:r:n~~?.{ff1~p<!,gqy> 
Date: 4/11/17 2:53PM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark Alan" <Alan.Stru:k@citvofchicaao.oro> 

.' --·---··---'~ •.• - , •• ,_.,..,;;.e._ •. ...,. ~ •••""-· ~--·-·._ .. ,.w, .. ,~..__ ...... 1:' 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steell::lexava.lcnt Chrome Release ER Not1fication #1 (Initial) Portage, lN 

Alan: Thanks for the information. I'm sharing what you're doing with the OSCs at the site. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mall~o:Aian.Stark@cityofchif.§go.orgJ 

Sent: Tuesday, April11, 2017 2:19PM 

To: McMillan, Dave <PAYI,Ml=MILL8N@II!inois,gov>; Poy, Thomas <Qoy:.thomas~..:..WV> 

Cc: Murphy, Barrett <.!3_<arrsttl\1!d.!:QhY..@S.:!lY-9.ffhicqgQ:.Q!_g>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie 
<Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago .q_.cg>; Putz, Andrea <_6.ndrea.Putz@ci!)t_ofchicagQ:Q.cg>; Kelly, Mike 
<IVlike.Kellv@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick <Patrick .Schw~..r..@cityofchicago .org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank 
<Frank.Skiado po u los@cityofchicago .org>; Lithe ria nd, Gary <Ga ry.Litherland @cityofch icago.org>; Caminer, Irene 
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<!rene.Caminer@cityofchicago.or::g> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Dave and Tom 

Per our discussion, NOAA currents showing counter clockwise current in Lake Michigan and winds out of the west. For 
precaution we will sample for Cr6+ at SWPP Crib hourly once we get the sample bottles from t he lab. Tomorrow, out of 
an abundance of caution, we wi ll do a grid sampling of Lake Michigan, quarter mile off shore near Gary Indiana 
for Cr6+. Any questions please call me anytime 312-617-4233. 

Thanks 
Alan 

From: McMillan, Dave [mailto:DAV!;,.t:1C:J::1 I1.~AN.@J!UDQJS.,gpy] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:53 PM 
To: Stark, Alan 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Additional information per our discussion. 

From: Lauder, Roger 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:50PM 
To: McMillan, Dave <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Cook, David <DAVID.COOK@IIIinois.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI 

From: Berries, Samuel [mailto:boro.es dQ.O::HJei@~QQ.,gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, Aprilll, 2017 1:48 PM 
To: Lauder, Roger 
Cc: EI-Zein, Jason 
Subject: [External] FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification ttl (Initial) Portage, IN 

Roger, 
Here is the ER notification report with the current information. 

From: Thomas, Craig 
Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 1:46 PM 
To: RS ER Notification List <RS ER Notification list@epa.gov> 
Cc: Maguire, Andrew <maguire.andrew@epa.gov>; Beslow, Mike <beslow.mike@epa.gov>; Lippert, Jeffrey 
<lippert.jeffrey@epa.gov>; Behnke, Kristina <behnke.kristina@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initia l) Portage, IN 

KR Notification #1 Gnitial) - U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Region 5 ER Notification #1 (Initial): NRC# 1175399, U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release, Portage, IN 

Report as of: 09/23/16 at 13:45 CDT 

Overview: On 4/1 1/17 at approximately 09:30 central time, U.S Steel Corporation discovered a green 
discoloration in the water near an outfall at their facility in Portage, IN , discharging into Bums Waterway (aka 
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Hums Ditch). U.S. Steel reported this to the National Response Center (NRC #1175399). OSC Thomas 
contacted the reporting parting regarding this incident, and was told the facility was conducting an investigation 
to determine what it was. OSC Thomas then contacted OSCs Beslow and Mendez, who were nearby, to 
investigate as well. 

Upon arriving at the scene, OSCs Bes]ow and Mendez met with U.S Steel's environmental manager and were 
told that the facility had determined the material was hexavalent chrome. This information was immediately 
shared with United States Coast Guard personnel, who were also responding. 

State, Local, and other .Federal Agency Action: The USCG, and IDEM have anived on scene. EPA has 
notified local water intakes in Gary, East Chicago, and Ogden Dunes. Indiana American Water in Ogden Dunes 
has shut down their water intake and has approximately 4 hours of reserves. 

EPA has also notified U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of the Interior and the National Park 
Service. 

EPA Actions: EPA OSC Andy Maguire and START are mobilizing to the scene to conduct water 
sampling. Investigations are under way to determine how the hexavalent chrome released, the amount of 
hexavalent chrome released and the extent of the release into the waterway. 

The facility has minimized the amount of water it is using to essential systems only to reduce through put. 

Media Interest: No media interest at this time. 

EPA Region 5 OSC contact: Andy Maguire~ 312-758-8672 

Craig Thomas 

US EPA Region 5 On-Scene Coordinator 

Emergency Response Branch 
77 W . Jackson Blvd., SE-SJ 

Chicago, !L 60604 
312-886-5907 office 
312-802-9637 cell 

u 
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State of Illinois - CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this communication is confidential, may be 
attorney-client privileged or attorney work product, may constitute inside information or internal deliberative staff 
communication, and is intended only for the use of the addressee. Unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this 
communication or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this communication in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail and destroy this communication and all copies thereof, 
including all attachments. Receipt by an unintended recipient does not waive attorney-client privilege, attorney work 
product privilege. or any other exemption from disclosure. 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

All 

Stark, Alan <Alan.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Monday, April 17, 2017 3 56 PM 
Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; dave 
McMillan; Wheat, Christopher: Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Saleh, 
Hassen: Bresnahan, William 
Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan gov; Stark, Alan 
RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
Cr6+ Lk Survey 041717 GIS points only no analysis.pdf; MP _CTR_JSM_HeatMap_USSteei_04172017.pdf 

Today we sampled a new grid area that is northwest from the initial grid location. 

Attached is a Heat Map that overlays colors on the GIS map based on concentration of Cr6+, a good qualitative approach 
only. 
On 4/12/17 shows the highest concentration at lG and 1GD in red . The next day 4/13/17 another six locations were 
added to the east. The Heat Map shows the extreme levels being diluted and spread through the Grid Sampling 
area. Finally, 4/14/17 shows the concentration being pushed to the west, due to the current changes to the west. 

Also, attached is today's sampling grid based on the concentration gradient moving towards the Northwest, samples 
were collected, pending analysis. This grid is northwest of the initia l grid and depending on results. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Sunday, Apri116, 2017 12:38 PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William; Stark, Alan 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: Re: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Attached are the completed results for all samples collected Friday 4/14/17. The Chromium 6+ is diluting and 

headed west. Samples are being taken every 6 hours from the SWPP Crib. 

Tomorrow, we will perform one more grid based lake Survey but now it will be between sample locations 25 

and 3S to confirm the dilution 

Alan Stark 
Deputy Commissioner, BWS 
Department of Water Management 
Jardine Water Purification Plant 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312-744-7733 office 
312-742-2364 fax 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Poy, Thomas 
Tuesday, April18, 2017 8:27AM 
Borries, Samuel; Mendez, Thomas 
Korleski, Christopher; Timothy Henry - EPA 

Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
Attachments: Cr6+ Lk Survey 041717 GIS points only no analysis.pdf; MP _CTR_JSM_HeatMap_USSteei_04172017.pdf 

Chicago will be sampling a new grid area that is between US Steel and the Southshore plant. 

Torn Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 3:56PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. M u rphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie. He rna ndezTomlin @cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 
Gary <Gary .Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike <Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick 
<Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Saleh@cityofchicago.org>; Bresnahan, W illiam <William.Bresnahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov; Stark, Alan <Alan.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Today we sampled a new grid area that is northwest frorn the init ial grid location. 

Attached is a Heat Map that overlays colors on the GIS map based on concentration of Cr6+, a good qualitative approach 
only. 
On 4/12/17 shows the highest concentration at 1G and 1GD in red. The next day 4/13/17 another six locations were 
added to the east. The Heat Map shows the extreme levels being diluted and spread through the Grid Sampling 
area. Finally, 4/14/17 shows the concentration being pushed to the west, due to the current changes to the west. 

Also, attached is today's sampling grid based on the concentration gradient moving towards the Northwest, samples 
were collected, pending analysis. This grid is northwest of the initial grid and depending on results. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Sunday, April 16, 2017 12:38 PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, I rene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kel!y, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, fv1ark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William; Stark, Alan 
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Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; f~jg_hnerb@michiqan.gov 
Subject: Re: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification # 1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Attached are the completed results for all samples collected Friday 4/14/17. The Chromium 6+ is di luting and 
headed west. Samples are being taken every 6 hours from the SWPP Crib. 

Tomorrow, we will perform one more grid based Lake Survey but now it will be between sample locations 25 
and 3S to confirm the dilution 

Alan Stark 
Deputy Commissioner, BWS 
Department of Water Management 
Jardine Water Purificat ion Plant 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312-744-7733 office 
312-742-2364 fax 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Mendez. Thomas 
Tuesday. April18, 2017 9:01AM 
Poy. Thomas 
Korteski. Christopher; Henry. Timothy 

Subject: RE: U .S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage. IN 

Thanks for keeping SFD in the loop. 

FYI we probably will be concluding our last large sampling effort after today. US Steel will continue to monitor their 
outfall. My plan was to touch base with WECA (I believe Dean is handling this) and hand off any information that we 
learned for any future enforcement. 

Thomas Mendez 
Emergency Response Branch 
On Scene Coordinator 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
77 W Jackson Blvd (SE-SJ) 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
312-353-8242 

Confidential: This transmission may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work product or otherwise privileged material. Do not release under 
FOIA without appropriate review. If this message has been received by you in error, you are instructed to delete this message, together with any 
attachments, from your computer and all storage media, whether electronic or hard copy. 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Tuesday, April18, 2017 8:28AM 
To: Borries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; Henry, Timothy <henry.timothy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initia l) Portage, IN 

Chicago will be sampling a new grid area that is between US Steel and the Southshore plant. 

Tom Poy 
Chie( Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Monday, April17, 2017 3:56PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 
Gary <Garv.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike <Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick 
<Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Saleh@cityofchicago.org>; Bresnahan, William <William.Bresnahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
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feighnerb@michigan.gov; Stark, Alan <Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Today we sam pled a new grid area that is northwest from the initial grid location. 

Attached is a Heat Map that overlays colors on the GIS map based on concentration of Cr6+, a good qualitative approach 
only. 
On 4/12/17 shows the highest concentration at 1G and lGD in red. The next day 4/13/17 another six locations were 
added to the east. The Heat Map shows the extreme levels being diluted and spread through the Grid Sampling 
area. Finally, 4/14/17 shows the concentration being pushed to the west, due to the current changes to the west. 

Also, attached is today's sampling grid based on the concentration gradient moving towards the Northwest, samples 
were collected, pending analysis. This grid is northwest of the initial grid and depending on results. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Sunday, April 16, 2017 12:38 PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William; Stark, Alan 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: Re: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Attached are the completed results for all samples collected Friday 4/14/17. The Chromium 6+ is diluting and 

headed west. Samples are being taken every 6 hours from the SWPP Crib. 

Tomorrow, we will perform one more grid based Lake Survey but now it will be between sample locations 25 

and 35 to confirm the dilution 

Alan Stark 
Deputy Commissioner, BWS 
Department of Water Management 
Jardine Water Purification Plant 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312-744-7733 office 
312-742-2364 fax 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Borries, Samuel 
Tuesday, April 18, 2017 9:06AM 
Poy, Thomas 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage. IN 

Thanks Tom. 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Tuesday, April18, 2017 8:28AM 
To: Borries, Samuel; Mendez, Thomas 
Cc: Korleski, Christopher; Henry, Timothy 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

Chicago will be sampling a new grid area that is between US Steel and the Southshore plant. 

Tom Pay 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org) 
Sent: Monday, April17, 2017 3:56PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@citvofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Ju lie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; L!therland, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<And rea. Putz@cityofch icago.org>; dave McMillan <DAVE. MCMILLAN@ I IIi nois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, M ike <Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick 
<Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
< Mark.O Malley@ cityofch icago .org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo .Sa I inas@cityofch icago .org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Sa leh @cityofch icago. o rg>; Bresnahan, William <William. Bresnahan @cityofch icago.o rg> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov; Stark, Alan <Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE : U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Today we sampled a new grid area that is northwest from the initial grid location. 

Attached is a Heat Map that overlays colors on the GIS map based on concentration of Cr6+, a good qualitative approach 
only. 
On 4/12/17 shows the highest concentration at lG and 1GD in red. The next day 4/13/17 another six locations were 
added to t he east. The Heat Map shows the extreme levels being diluted and spread through the Grid Sampling 
area. Finally, 4/14/17 shows the concentration being pushed to the west, due to the current changes to the west. 

Also, attached is today's sampling grid based on the concentration gradient moving towards t he Northwest, samples 
were collected, pending ana lysis . This grid is northwest of the initial grid and depending on results. 
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From: Stark, Alan 
Sent : Sunday, April 16, 2017 12:38 PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William; Stark, Alan 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleskl, Christopher; feighnerb..@[f'IJ.C.lJ.jgg_o:&ov 
Subject: Re: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Attached are the completed results for all samples collected Friday 4/14/17. The Chromium 6+ is diluting and 

headed west. Samples are being taken every 6 hours from the SWPP Crib. 

Tomorrow, we will perform one more grid based Lake Survey but now it will be between sample locations 25 
and 35 to confirm the dilution 

Alan Stark 
Deputy Commissioner, BWS 
Department of Water Management 
Jardine Water Purification Plant 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312-744-7733 office 
312-742-2364 fax 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Mendez, Thomas 
Tuesday, April18, 2017 9:22 NA 
Poy. Thomas 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Are these public documents? 
US Steel has interest in seeing the locations they (Chicago) has been sampling. I don't want to forward this on without 
checking first. 

Thomas Mendez 
Emergency Response Branch 
On Scene Coordjnator 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
77 W .Jackson Blvd (SE-5J) 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 
312-353-8242 

Confidential: This transmission may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work product or otherwise privileged material. Do not release under 
FOIA without appropriate review. If this message has been received by you in error, you are instructed to delete this message, together with any 
attachments, from your computer and all storage media. whether electronic or hard copy. 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Tuesday, April18, 2017 8:26AM 
To: Berries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; Henry, Timothy <henry.timothy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

FYI ... 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Alan.Stark_@cityofchi<::_?_go.org] 
Sent: Sunday, April16, 2017 12:38 PM 
To: Pay, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago .org>; dave McMillan <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike <Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick 
<Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago .org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Saleh@cityofchicago.o rg>; Bresnahan, William <Wi lliam.Bresnahan@cityofchicago .org>; Stark, Alan 
<Alan.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHoll ing@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korlesk i. christopher@e~_gQ~>; 

~J.g h n_E~ . .Ll2..@.rrl ich iga n. g ov 
Subject: Re: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 
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Attached are the completed results for all samples collected Friday 4/14/17. The Chromium 6+ is diluting and 
headed west. Samples are being taken every 6 hours from the SWPP Crib. 
Tomorrow, we will perform one more grid based Lake Survey but now it will be between sample locations 25 

·and 35 to confirm the dilution 

Alan Stark 
Deputy Commissioner, BWS 
Department of Water Management 
Jardine Water Purification Plant 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312-744-7733 office 
312-742-2364 fax 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Poy, Thomas 
Tuesday, April18. 2017 10:18 AM 
'Stark. Alan' 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thank you very much for the data from your lake monitoring. Are the locations and/or data public 
info? US Steel has asked our OSCs to see where you've taken samples. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
{312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 3:56PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike <Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick 
<Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Saleh@cityofchicago.org>; Bresnahan, William <William.Bresnahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
fe ighnerb@michigan.gov; Stark, Alan <Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Today we sampled a new grid area that is ~orthwest from the initia l grid location. 

Attached is a Heat Map that overlays colors on the GIS map based on concentration of Cr6+, a good qualitative approach 
only. 
On 4/12/17 shows the highest concentration at 1G and 1GD in red. The next day 4/13/17 another six locations were 
added to the east. The Heat Map shows the extreme levels being diluted and spread through the Grid Sampling 
area. Finally, 4/14/17 shows the concentration being pushed to the west, due to the current changes to the west. 

Also, attached is today's sampling grid based on the concentration gradient moving towards the Northwest, samples 
were collected, pending analysis. This grid is northwest of the initial grid and depending on results. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Sunday, April 16, 2017 12.:38 PM 
To: Poy1 Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland/ Gary; caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William; Stark, Alan 
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Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; f~bnerb@rnichig_an.gov 
Subject: Re: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Attached are the complet ed results for all samples collected Friday 4/14/17. The Chromium 6+ is diluting and 

headed west. Samples are being taken every 6 hours from t he SWPP Crib. 
Tomorrow, we will perform one more grid based Lake Survey but now it will be between sample locations 25 
and 3S to confirm the dilution 

Alan Stark 
Deputy Commissioner, BWS 
Department of Water Management 
Jardine Water Purification Plant 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312-744-7733 office 
312-742-2364 fax 

--------- ------ ---------·- ----· .. ·- - -
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Po , Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Stark. Alan <Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Thursday, April 20, 2017 2:34PM 
Poy. Thomas 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notiftcation #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Yes, share the data 

Alan 

Sent from my Veri7on. Sarnsung Galaxy smartphonc 

-------- Original message --------
From: "Poy, Thomas" <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Date: 4/1811710:18 AM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Alan: Thank you very much for the data from your lake monitoring. Are the locations and/or data public 
info? US Steel has asked our OSCs to see where you've taken samples. 

Tom 

Tom Pay 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Monday, April17, 2017 3:56PM 
To: Poy, Thomas. <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Jul ie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike <Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick 
<Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Sa leh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Saleh@cityofchicago.org>; Bresnahan, William <William.Bresnahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov; Stark, Alan <Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Al l 

Today we sampled a new grid area that is northwest from the initial grid location. 
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Attached is a Heat Map that overlays colors on the GIS map based on concentration of Cr6+, a good qualitative approach 
only. 
On 4/12/17 shO\o\IS the highest concentration at 1G and 1GD in red. The next day 4/13/17 another six locations were 
added to the east. The Heat Map shows the extreme levels being diluted and spread through the Grid Sampling 
area. Finally, 4/14/17 shows the concentration being pushed to the west, due to the current changes to the west. 

Also, attached is today's sampling grid based on the concentration gradient moving towards the Northwest, samples 
were cotlected, pending analysis. This grid is northwest of the initia l grid and depending on results. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Sunday, April 16, 2017 12:38 PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, I rene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William; Stark, Alan 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighner12@michigan.gov 
Subject: Re: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Attached are the completed results for all samples collected Friday 4/14/17. The Chromium 6+ is diluting and 

headed west. Samples are being taken every 6 hours from the SWPP Crib. 

Tomorrow, we will perform one more grid based Lake Survey but now it w ill be between sample locations 25 
and 35 t o confirm the d ilution 

Alan Stark 
Deputy Commissioner, BWS 
Department of Water Management 
Jardine Water Purification Plant 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312-744-7733 office 
312-742-2364 fax 

·~-~-·--·~---·---
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Poy, Thomas 
Friday, April 21 , 2017 8:24AM 
Mendez. Thomas 

Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial} Portage, IN 

Tom: Alan Stark says it's ok to share the sampling locations and data. 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
US EPA- Region 5 
(31Z) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Thursday, April 20, 2017 2:34PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Yes, share the data 

Alan 

Sent from my Vcri:.wn, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 

-------- Original message --------
'From: "Poy, Thomas" <poy.thomas0{epa.gov> 
Date: 4/18/17 10:18 AM (GMT-06:00) 
To: "Stark, Alan" <Alan.Stark(q~eitvofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel llexavalcnt Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, TN 

Alan: Thank you very much for the data from your lake monitoring. Are the locations and/or data public 
info? US Steel has asked our OSCs to see where you've taken samples. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chiet Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
US EPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 3:56PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. Murphy @cityofchicago .org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Julie. He rna ndezTom li n@cityofchicago.o rg>; Litherland, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
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<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike <Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick 
<Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Sa leh@cityofchicago .org>; Bresnahan, William <William. Bresnahan @cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov; Stark, Alan <Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

All 

Today we sampled a new grid area that is northwest from t he initial grid location. 

Attached is a Heat Map that overlays colors on the GIS map based on concentration of Cr6+, a good qualitative approach 
only. 
On 4/12/17 shows the highest concentration at 1G and 1GD in red. The next day 4/13/17 another six locations were 
added to the east. The Heat Map shovvs the extreme levels being diluted and spread through the Grid Sampling 
area. Finally, 4/14/17 shows the concentration being pushed to the west, due to the current changes to the west. 

Also, attached is today's sampling grid based onthe concentration gradient moving towards the Northwest, samples 
were collected, pending analysis. This grid is northwest of the initial grid and depending on results. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Sunday, April 16, 2017 12:38 PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William; Stark, Alan 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michiqan.gov 
Subject: Re: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Attached are the completed resu lts for all samples collected Friday 4/14/17. The Chromium 6+ is diluting and 

headed west. Samples are being taken every 6 hours from the SWPP Crib. 

Tomorrow, we will perform one more grid based Lake Survey but now it w ill be between sample locations 25 
and 35 to confirm the dilution 

Alan Stark 
Deputy Commissioner, BWS 
Department of Water Management 
Jardine Water Purification Plant 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312-744-7733 office 
312-742-2364 fax 

~----·-~·-------· --------~ ··- ...... .. - .... ·--··-··-----·-··--·- - --- --------- --
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Po , Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Stark, Alan <Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org> 
Friday, April21 , 20171:31 PM 
Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer. Irene; Putz, Andrea; dave 
McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike: Schwer, Patrick: Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; Saleh, 
Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Mary Hollingsworth: Korleski, Christopher: feighnerb@michigan.gov 
RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial} Portage, IN 
SWPP 68th Crib 04171817 Cr+.xls.xlsx; US Steel Lake Survey East of SWPP 68th Crib 041717 Cr+GIS.xls.xlsx: 386795_ 
20170419_EMT-IL_20170419-TAT.pdf; 386851_20170419_EMT-IL_20170420-TAT.pdf; 386779_20170419_ EMT-IL_ 
20170419-TAT.pdf; MP _ CTR_JSM_Sample_Locations_USSteeiSpiii_DetailedTable_0417Survey_20170421.pdf 

Last Lake Survey Results on new grid sample scheme. All results in agreement with our quarterly samples. Attached is 
the final map, data and QA/QC. 

Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 3:55PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, I rene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski1 Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov; Stark, Alan 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage1 IN 

All 

Today we sampled a new grid area that is northwest from the initial grid location. 

Attached is a Heat Map that overlays colors on the GIS map based on concentration of Cr6+, a good qualitative approach 
only. 
On 4/12/17 shows the highest concentration at 1G and 1GD in red. The next day 4/13/17 another six locations were 
added to the east. The Heat Map shows the extreme levels being diluted and spread through the Grid Sampling 
area. Finally, 4/14/17 shows the concentration being pushed to the west, due to the current changes to the west. 

Also, attached is today's sampling grid based on the concentration gradient moving towards the Northwest, samples 
were co llected, pending analysis. This grid is northwest of the initial grid and depending on results. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Sunday/ April 16, 2017 12:38 PM 
To: Poy1 Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer1 Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley1 Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William; Stark, Alan 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feiqhnerb@mich[g_an.gov 
Subject: Re: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Attached are the completed results for all samples collected Friday 4/14/17. The Chromium 6+ is diluting and 
headed west. Samples are being taken every 6 hours from the SWPP Crib. 

Tomorrow, we will perform one more grid based Lake Survey but now it will be between sample locations 2S 
and 3S to confirm the dilution 
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Alan Stark 
Deputy Commissioner, BWS 
Department of Water Management 
Jardine Water Purification Plant 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312-744-7733 office 
312-742-2364 fax 

- ----- --------- ---- . 
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Po , Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Korleski, Christopher 
Friday, April21 , 2017 4:02 PM 
Poy. Thomas 
FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
SWPP 68th Crib 04171817 Cr+.xls.xlsx; US Steel Lake Survey East of SWPP 68th Crib 041717 Cr+GIS.xls.xlsx; 386795_ 
20170419_ EMT-IL_20170419-TAT.pdf; 386851_20170419_EMT-IL_20170420-TAT.pdf; 386779_20170419_ EMT-IL_ 
20170419-TAT.pdf; MP _ CTR_JSM_Sample_Locations_USSteeiSpiii_DetalledTable_0417Survey_20170421.pdf 

Tom- t he only Qs I have is whether this matter is "over" and to confirm that there is no risk of harm to the environment 
or public health. Thanks. 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Friday, April 21, 2017 1:31PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. Murphy @cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tom I in, Julie <Julie. Hernand ezTom I in @cityofch icago.org>; litherla nd, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike <Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick 
<Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Sa linas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Saleh@cityofchicago.org>; Bresnahan, William <William.Bresnahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christ opher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Not ificat ion #1 {Init ial) Portage, IN 

Last Lake Survey Results on new grid sample scheme. All results in agreement y.rith our quarterly samples. Attached is 
t he final map, data and QA/QC. 

Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 3:55 PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; caminer, rrene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan .gov; Stark, Alan 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Today we sampled a new grid area that is northwest from the initial grid location. 

Attached is a Heat Map that overlays colors on the GIS map based on concentration of Cr6+, a good qualitative approach 
only. 
On 4/12/17 shows the highest concentration at 1G and 1GD in red . The next day 4/13/17 another six locations were 
added to the east. The Heat Map shovvs the extreme levels being diluted and spread through the Grid Sampling 
area. Final ly, 4/14/17 shows t he concentration being pushed to the west, due to t he current changes to the west. 

Also, attached is today's sampling grid based on the concentration gradient moving towards the Northwest, samples 
were collected, pend ing ana lysis. This grid is northwest of the init ia l grid and depending on result s. 
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From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Sunday, April16, 2017 12:38 PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William; Stark, Alan 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: Re: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Attached are the complet ed results for ali samples collected Friday 4/14/17. The Chromium 6+ is diluting and 

headed west. Samples are being taken every 6 hours from the SWPP Crib. 

Tomorrow, we will perform one more grid based Lake Survey but now it will be between sample locations 2S 

and 3S to confirm the dilution 

Alan Stark 
Deputy Commissioner, BWS 
Department of Water Management 
Jardine Water Purification Plant 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312-744-7733 office 
312-742-2364 fax 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Poy, Thomas 
Monday, April 24. 2017 8:09AM 
Berries, Samuel; Mendez, Thomas 
Korleski, Christopher; Timothy Henry - EPA 

Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
Attachments: SWPP 68th Crib 04171817 Cr+ .xls.xlsx; US Steel Lake Survey East of SWPP 68th Crib 041717 Cr+GIS.xis.xlsx; 386795_ 

20170419_EMT-IL_20170419-TAT.pdt, 386851_20170419_EMT -IL_20170420-TAT.pdf: 386779_20170419_EMT-IL_ 
20170419-TAT.pdf; MP _CTR_JSM_Sample_Locations_USSteelSpiii_DetailedTable_0417Survey_20170421 .pdf 

Here are Chicago's sampling resu lts from the new grid that is about half way between the Southshore intake 
and US Steel. All results are between 0.1 6 ppb and 0.18 ppb- what they normally see in the lake. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312} 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Friday, April 21, 2017 1:31PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett.Murphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie <Jul ie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike <Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick 
<Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Sa linas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Saleh@cityofchicago.org>; Bresnahan, William <William.Bresnahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <M Holling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Last Lake Survey Resu lts on new grid sample scheme. All results in agreement with our quarterly samples. Attached is 
the final map, data and QA/QC. 

Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 3:55PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Utherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michiqan.gov; Stark, Alan 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Today we sampled a new grid area that is northwest from the initial grid location. 
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Attached is a Heat Map that overlays colors on the GIS map based on concentration of Cr6+, a good qualitative approach 
only. 
On 4/12/17 shows the highest concentration at 1G and 1GD in red. The next day 4/13/17 another six locations were 
added to the east. The Heat Map shows the extreme levels being diluted and spread through the Grid Sampling 
area. Finally, 4/14/17 shows the concentration being pushed to t he west, due to the current changes to the west . 

Also, attached is today's sampling grid based on the concentration gradient moving towards the Northwest, samples 
were collected, pending analysis. This grid is northwest of the initia l grid and depending on results. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Sunday, April 16, 2017 12:38 PM 
To: Pay, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William; Stark, Alan 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerbCmmichigan.gov 
Subject: Re: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification # 1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Attached are the completed resu lts for all samples collected Friday 4/14/17. The Chromium 6+ is diluting and 

headed west. Samples are being taken every 6 hours from the SWPP Crib. 

Tomorrow, we will perform one more grid based Lake Survey but now it w ill be between sample locations 2S 

and 35 to confirm the dilution 

Alan Stark 
Deputy Commissioner, BWS 
Department of Water Management 
Jardine Water Purification Plant 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312-744-7733 office 
312-742-2364 fax 
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Poy, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Poy, Thomas 
Monday. April24, 2017 8:16AM 
Korleski, Christopher 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Yes, Chicago's sampling clearly shows that levels in the lake are at "background" levels. 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Korleski, Christopher 
Sent: Friday, April 21, 2017 4:02PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Tom- the only Qs I have is whether this matter is "over" and to confirm that there is no risk of harm to the environment 
or public health. Thanks. 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Friday, April 21, 2017 1:31 PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@citvofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett.M urphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tomlin, Ju lie <Julie.HernandezTomlin@cityofchicago.org>; Litherland, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@citvofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike <Mike.Kellv@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick 
<Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen .Sa leh@cityofchica.RQ.,Q!'g>; Bresnahan, Will iam <William. Bresnahan @cityofch icago .org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feigh nerb@ michigan .gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Last Lake Survey Results on new grid sample scheme. AI) results in agreement with our quarterly samples. Attached is 
the final map, data and QA/QC. 

Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 3:55PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov; Stark, Alan 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 
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Today we sampled a new grid area that is northwest from the initial grid location. 

Attached is a Heat Map that overlays colors on the GIS map based on concentration of Cr6+, a good qualitative approach 
only. 
On 4/12/17 shows the highest concentration at 1G and 1GD in red. The next day 4/13/17 another six locations were 
added to the east. The Heat Map shows the extreme levels being diluted and spread through the Grid Sampling 
area. Finally, 4/14/17 shows the concentration being pushed to t he west, due to the current changes to the west. 

Also, attached is today's sampling grid based on the concentration gradient moving towards the Northwest, samples 
were collected, pending analysis. This grid is northwest of the initial grid and depending on results. 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Sunday, April 16, 2017 12:38 PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William; Stark, Alan 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: Re: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Attached are the completed resu lts for all samples collected Friday 4/14/17. The Chromium 6+ is diluting and 

headed west. Samples are being taken every 6 hours from the SWPP Crib. 

Tomorrow, we will perform one more grid based Lake Survey but now it will be between sample locations 25 

and 35 to confirm the dilution 

Alan Stark 
Deputy Commissioner, BWS 
Department of Water Management 
Jardine Water Purification Plant 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312-744-7733 office 
312-742-2364 fax 
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Po, Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

TX! 

From: Poy, Thomas 

Korleski, Christopher 
Monday, April 24, 2017 9:01AM 
Poy, Thomas 
RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Sent: Monday, April 24, 2017 8:16AM 
To: Ko rleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov> 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial ) Portage, IN 

Yes, Chicago's sampling clearly shows that levels in the lake are at "background" levels. 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA - Region 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Korleski, Christopher 
Sent: Friday, April 21, 2017 4:02PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW : U .~. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initia l) Portage, IN 

Tom- the only Qs I have is whet her th is matter is "over" and to confirm that there is no risk of harm to t he envi ronment 
or public health . Thanks. 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.orgl 
Sent: Friday, April 21, 2017 1:31PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicagQ_QCg>; Murphy, Barrett 
< Ba rrett.M urphy@ cityofchicago .o rg>; Hernandez-Tom I in, Julie <Julie. He rna nd ezTomli n @cityofch icago.org>; Lit herland, 
Gary <Gary.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@cityofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <DAVE. MCMILLAN @IIIinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike <Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick 
<Patrick.Schwe r@cityofchicago .org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank <Fran k.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago .org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Sa linas@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Sa leh @cityofch icago.org>; Bresnahan, W illiam <Wil liam. Bresnahan @cityofch icago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa .gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Last Lake Survey Results on new grid sample scheme. All results in agreement with our quarterly samples. At tached is 
the final map, data and QA/QC. · 

Alan 

From: Stark, Alan 
Sent : Monday, April 17, 2017 3:55 P!v1 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, I rene; Putz, Andrea; 
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dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feigho_t=rl;l_@Qlichigan.gov; Stark, Alan 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

All 

Today we sampled a new grid area that is northwest from the initial grid location. 

Attached is a Heat Map that overlays colors on the GIS map based on concentration of Cr6+, a good qualitative approach 
only. 
On 4/12/17 shows the highest concentration at 1G and 1GD in red . The next day 4/13/17 another six locations were 
added to the east. The Heat Map shows the extreme levels being diluted and spread through the Grid Sampling 
area. Finally, 4/14/17 shows the concentration being pushed to t he west, due to the current changes to the west. 

Also, attached is today's sampling grid based on the concentration gradient moving towards the Northwest, samples 
were collected, pending analysis. This grid is northwest of the init ial grid and depending on results . 

. ·- - - ·----·---
From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Sunday, April 16, 2017 12:38 PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, I rene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William; Stark, Alan 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michiqan.gov 
Subject: Re: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Attached are the completed results for all samples collected Friday 4/14/17. The Chromium 6+ is diluting and 

headed west. Samples are being taken every 6 hours from the SWPP Crib. 

Tomorrow, we will perform one more grid based Lake Survey but now it will be between sample locations 2S 

and 3S to confirm the dilution 

Alan Stark 
Deputy Commissioner, BWS 
Department of Water Management 
Jardine Water Purification Plant 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 
312-744-7733 office 
312-742-2364 fax 
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Po Thomas 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Borries, Samuel 
Monday, April 24. 2017 9.25 AM 
Poy, Thomas 

Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Thanks Tom. 

From: Poy, Thomas 
Sent: Monday, April24, 2017 8:10AM 
To: Berries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov>; Mendez, Thomas <mendez.thomas@epa.gov> 
Cc: Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; Henry, Timothy <henry.timothy@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 {Initial) Portage, IN 

Here are Chicago's sampling results from the new grid that is about half way between the Southshore intake 
and US Steel. All results are between 0.16 ppb and 0.18 ppb -what they normally see in the lake. 

Tom 

Tom Poy 
Chief, Ground Water and Drinking Water Branch 
USEPA- Reg1on 5 
(312) 886-5991 

From: Stark, Alan [mailto:Aian.Stark@cityofchicago.org] 
Sent: Friday, April 21, 2017 1:31PM 
To: Poy, Thomas <poy.thomas@epa.gov>; Ames, Mort <Mort.Ames@cityofchicago.org>; Murphy, Barrett 
<Barrett. M urphy@cityofchicago.org>; Hernandez-Tom lin, Julie <Julie .HernandezTom lin@citvofchicago .erg>; Lithe ria nd, 
Gary <Garv.Litherland@cityofchicago.org>; Caminer, Irene <lrene.Caminer@cityofchicago.org>; Putz, Andrea 
<Andrea.Putz@citvofchicago.org>; dave McMillan <DAVE.MCMILLAN@IIIinois.gov>; Wheat, Christopher 
<Christopher.Wheat@cityofchicago.org>; Kelly, Mike <Mike.Kelly@cityofchicago.org>; Schwer, Patrick 
<Patrick.Schwer@cityofchicago.org>; Skiadopoulos, Frank <Frank.Skiadopoulos@cityofchicago.org>; O'Malley, Mark 
<Mark.OMalley@cityofchicago.org>; Salinas, Eduardo <Eduardo.Salinas@cityofchicago.org>; Saleh, Hassen 
<Hassen.Saleh@cityofchicago.org>; Bresnahan, William <William.Bresnahan@cityofchicago.org> 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth <MHolling@idem.IN.gov>; Korleski, Christopher <korleski.christopher@epa.gov>; 
feighnerb@michigan.gov 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Last Lake Survey Results on new grid sample scheme. All results in agreement with our quarterly samples. Attached is 
the final map, data and OA/QC. 

Alan 

From: Stark1 Alan 
Sent: Monday, Aprill7, 2017 3:55PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene~ Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelty, Mike~ Schwer; Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan1 William 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@michigan.gov; Stark, Alan 
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 
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All 

Today we sampled a new grid area that is northwest from the initia l grid location. 

Attached is a Heat Map that overlays colors on the GIS map based on concentration of Cr6+, a good qualitative approach 

only. 
On 4/12/17 shows the highest concentration at 1G and 1GD in red. The next day 4/13/17 another six locations were 

added to the east. The Heat Map shows the extreme levels being diluted and spread through the Grid Sampling 

area. Finally, 4/14/17 shows the concentration being pushed to the west, due to the current changes to the west. 

Also, attached is today's sampling grid based on the concentration gradient moving towards the Northwest, samples 

were collected, pending analysis. This grid is northwest of the initial grid and depending on results. · 

············-- ·---
.From: Stark, Alan 
Sent: Sunday, April 16, 2017 12:38 PM 
To: Poy, Thomas; Ames, Mort; Murphy, Barrett; Hernandez-Tomlin, Julie; Litherland, Gary; Caminer, Irene; Putz, Andrea; 
dave McMillan; Wheat, Christopher; Kelly, Mike; Schwer, Patrick; Skiadopoulos, Frank; O'Malley, Mark; Salinas, Eduardo; 
Saleh, Hassen; Bresnahan, William; Stark, Alan 
Cc: Mary Hollingsworth; Korleski, Christopher; feighnerb@mich!f@n&.ov 
Subject: Re: U.S. Steel Hexavalent Chrome Release ER Notification #1 (Initial) Portage, IN 

Attached are the completed results for all samples collected Friday 4/14/17. The Chromium 6+ is diluting and 

headed west. Samples are being taken every 6 hours from the SWPP Crib. 

Tomorrow, we will perform one more grid based Lake Survey but now it will be between sample locations 25 

and 35 to confirm the dilution 

Alan Stark 
Deputy Commissioner, BWS 
Department of Water Management 
Jardine Water Purification Plant 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 . 
312-744-7733 office 
312-742-2.364 fax 

----------------------------
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